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ANNUAL REPORT 

Of the Trustees of the Astor Library. 

3b the Speaker of the Assembly : 

We have the honor to transmit herewith the first Annual Report 
of the Trustees of the Astor Library. 

Respectfully, 

WASHINGTON IRVING, PreHdmt. 
Samuel B. Buggles, Secretary. 

Jfew-Yarkj January 25, 1850. 
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REPORT. 



TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW-YORK: 

The Trustees of the Astor Library, in obedience to the proviinons 
of the ninth section of the act of the I8th of January, 1849, entitled 
^* An act to incorporate the Trustees of the Astor Library," requiring 
them to make to the Legislature in the month of January in each 
year, a report for the year ending on the thirty-first day of December, 
preceding, 

1. Of the condition of the said library, 

2. Of the funds and other property of the corpor&itioh, aftd 
3« Of its receipts and expendituree during imch year, 

REPORT : 

That in considering how far they are called on by the requirelhents 
above cited to enter into the detail of their proceedings, they ha^e 
deemed it best in accordance with the intention of Mr. Astor, to 
whose munificence th6 library owes its existence, to give entire pub- 
licity to all they have done, in carrying out the purposes of his be- 
quest. The library was designed by him to be essentially public in 
its character; and if they are not strictly enjoined to embrace in their 
annual reports, any proceeding or act on their part not directly calcu- 
lated to illustrate the condition of the library, the general object of 
the grant and their own earnest desire to make known what they 
bare done and shall do from time to time, have determined them to 
pres^it to the Legislature in each year a report, wMch shall contam 
all that can be considered of public interest. 

Mr. John Jacob Astor died on the 29th day of March, 1848, leav- 
ing by his 1^11 the sum of four hundred thousand dollars for the es- 
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tablishment of a pablic library in the city of New-York, and naming 
as the first trustees^ 

The Mayor of the citt of New-Yoak, and 
The Chancellor of the State, for the time being, in re- 
spect to their offices, 

Washington Irving, 

William B. Astor, 

Daniel Lord, Jr., 

James G. King, 

Joseph G. Cogswell, 

Fitz-Greene Hallece, 

Henry Breyoort, Jr., 

Samuel B. Ruggles, 

Samuel Ward, Jr., and 

Charles Bristed. 

The will was proved on the 12th'of April, and on the 20th of May 
the trustees held their first meeting, accepted the trust conferred on 
them, and unanimously appointed Joseph G. Cogswell, one of their 
number, superintendent of the library. 

The portions of the will relating to the bequest are hereunto an- 
nexed as an appendix, and marked A. By referring to them, it will 
be seen, that of the bequest of $400,000, the sum of $75,000 was au- 
thorized to be applied to the erection of a building, the further sum 
of $120,000 to the purchase of books and other objects in the estab- 
lishment of the library, and the residue, after paying for the site, was 

to be iuYested as a fund for the maintenance and increase of the 
library. 

At the second meetmg of the trustees on the 1st of June succeed- 
ing, it was resolYed, in griiteful respect to the memory of the founder, 
that the institution bear the name of 

"The Astor Library.'' 

On the 28th of Sept. 1S48, the trustees selected the site for the 
library. Under the will they had the choice of a piece of ground 6& 
feet in width and 125 feet in depth, on the south side of Astor Place, 
fronting the Opera House, and separated by the depth of a single 
dwelling house and its appurtenances from Broadway, and another 
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^iece of ground of nearly the same cfimensions on the easterly side 
of Lafayette Place. They preferred the latter, as equally conven- 
ient for all public purposes, and as affording the comparative quietude 
tind retirement which are desirable for an institution of constant re- 
sort for study and for the consultation of authorities in literature and 
science; and it may be questioned whether another could be found in 
any part of the city combining in a higher degree the requisites re- 
ferred to. The ground chosen by them was valued at $25,000, to be 
paid for, as has been stated, out of the proceeds of the bequest. 

On the 28th of October, 1848, Mr. Cogswell, the superintendent, 
was authorized to go to Europe and purchase, at his discretion, books 
for the library to the value of twenty thousand dollars, his expenses 
to be defrayed by the institution, and the books paid for out of the 
first moneys to be received from the executors of Mr. Astor's will. 
The object of the trustees in sending Mr. Cogswell abroad at that 
particular time was to avail themselves of the opportunity afforded by 
the distracted political condition of Europe and the reduction of pri- 
ces consequent upon it, to purchase books at very low rates ; and they 
deem it proper to say in this place, in order to avoid the necessity of 
recurring to the subject, that the trust confided to him has been exe- 
cuted to their perfect satisfaction, that the purchases were made at 
prices greatly below the ordinary standard, and they consider it due 
to him to add, that his selections fully confirm the high estimate they 
had placed on his peculiar fitness for the services he has performed 
and is performing, in the establishment of the library* 

By the act incorporating the trustees of the Astor library, passed 
on the 18th of January, 1849, a copy of which is hereunto annexed 
and marked B, it was declared that the number of such trustees 
should be eleven, and they were empowered by the sixth section of 
the act, to appoint officers, and to fill any vacancies in their number 
occurring by death, resignation, incapacity or removal from the State, 
except that the Mayor of the city of New-York, during his continu- 
ance in office, should always be a trustee. The trustees declared their 
acceptance of the act on the 14th of February following, and unani- 
mously appointed Washington Irvbg, President, and Samuel B. 
Ruggles, Secretary. 
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At the same meeting John A. Dix was appointed a trustee, in the 
place of Henry Brevoort, who died on the 17th of May, 1848. Od 
the 28th of March, 1849, William B. Astor was appointed treasurer^ 
and on his resignation, on the 4th of April succeeding, Daniel Lord, 
who now holds the office, was appointed to fill the vacancy. The 
trustees annex hereto, marked C, a copy of their by-laws, a reference 
to which will show the precautions they have taken to secure a faith- 
fbl application of the moneys in their hands to the uses of the library. 
On the 29th of August last, the trustees received and accepted the 
resignation of Fitz-Greene Halleck, and appointed Thomas House 
Taylor to fill his place. The trustees now consist of 

The Mayor of the City of New- York, 

for the time being, in respect to his office, 

Washington Irving, 

William B. Astqr, 

Daniel Lord, 

James G. King, 

Joseph G« Cogswell, 

Samuel B. Ruggles, 

Samuel Ward, 

Charles A. Beisted, 

John A. Dix, and 

Thomas House Taylor. 

On the SJ5th of April, 1849, the trustees received the first instal- 
ment of Mr. Astor's legacy of $400,000, amounting to $133,706.67, 
including the sum of $3,554.60, charged in his books against the 
legacy. Of this sum, certificates of stock of the nominal value of 
|eS|000, but nearly equal, at the existing market price, to $25,000, 
were left in the hands of the executors, and are still held by them, 
to Beet the. claim of Mrs. Langdon's family to the purchase money 
of the site chosen for the library, which was devised to the latter by 
Ifr. Astor'i will. The management of the funds of the institution, 
indttding the receipts and expenditures of the trustees, will fully 
appear by tfie treasurer's report, which is annexed, and marked D. 
The trusteeiiL will only add, in respect to the financial condition of the 
institution, that the cost of the library edifice and its site will, by the 
arrangements they have made, be limited to one hundred thousand 
dollars, leaving three hundred thousand for the purchase of books, 
and for investment to maintain and increase the library. 
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In the montb of April, 184'9^ the trustees hired for two yean tli« 
rfvmelling house No. 32 Bond street, for the temporary custody and 
exfaihttion of the books they had purchased, a portion of which had' 
Been received froffi Europe, and stored for BeY&tSil weeks without 
charge by the owners of the vessels in which they were imported. 
The books are now arranged on temporary shelves and in casesy ia 
this building, filling the whole of the lower story and' part of dta 
second ; and they are fully insured against fire, agreeably to the re^ 
quirements of the act of incorporation. The trustees regret that t&« 
limited accommodations the building affords do not enable them to 
extend to the public the necessary facilities for using the library as 
freely as is desirable, and that this difficulty cannot be wholly obviated 
until* the library edifice shall be erected. But they have taken paiifST 
to make it generally understood that, in the mean time, all persons^ 
desirous of resorting to the library and of examining books, may do 
so with all the convenience which it is in the power of the trustees 
to afford. 

Oh the 28tlf of March, the trustees authorised the superintendent 
to advertise for plans for a library edifice, and to offer premiums of 
three and > two hundred dollars for the two best. The plans submit* 
ted, — about thirty in number, and many of them evincing excellent 
taste, — ^were examined by the trustees and their committees at re* 
peated special meetings, and the premiums were awarded, in pursuance! 
of their published notice, to the two which they preferred, though- 
none of them were entirely suited to the purposes of the library. A 
plan was subsequently matured under their direction by Mr. Alexaur 
der Saeltzer, the successful competitor for the first of the premimui 
awarded, and was finally adopted, with various modifications, on tiip 
lOlh of December last. 

Ohe of the embarrassments the trustees have had to contend withj. 
18/a. limitation of the cost of the building to $75,000. In malriy iy 
provisbn at the oufi^t for the custody of one hundred thousand vok 
mnes, (the lowest number they consider it safe to estimate as a basia 
for enlargement) and for the annual additions to be made, even in a 
few years, by the expenditure of their surplus income ; in giving to 
the library edifice the requisite solidity, and in rendering it secOfj^f 
a^inst fire, the trustees found in most casesj that the estimated of 
tbe builders which were submitted to them, exceeded the limited sttl#. 
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The contracts were finally brought within it by the two experienced and 
skilful builders, Messrs. Peter J. Bogert and James Harriot, who have 
undertaken to erect the edifice, and the trustees feel assured that the 
work will be so executed as to attain the two indispensable requisites 
of security and strength. The excavation for the foundation is now 
in progress, and the building is to be completed by the 1st of April, 
1852. The dimensions of the site were fixed by the founder of the 
library ; and the edifice, which will be 65 feet front by 120 in depth, 
will cover the whole of it. 

The books belonging to the library, including those purchased by 
Mr. Astor in his lifetime, exceed twenty thousand volumes, and 
have cost, as will be seen by the treasurer's report, about twen- 
ty-seven thousand dollars. Although many of the works are 
very expensive, the average cost has been reduced by the judicious 
measures of the superintendent in making purchasers, to little more 
than one dollar per volume. A catalogue of the books the trustees 
have purchased and design to purchase, as a basis for the library, 
distinguishing the one from the other, is in a course of preparation 
and partly printed ; and a copy will be transmitted to the Legislature 
as soon as it shall be completed. Though their organization is so 
recent, and their progress has necessarily been so limited, the trus- 
tees have reason to believe, from indications already manifested, that 
the library will become at no distant period, a large recipient of 
books by donation, from public and private sources, and that they 
will thus be aided by others in making the institution worthy of 
the design of the founder, and of the confidence which the Legisla- 
ture has reposed in them by endowing them with the corporate ca- 
pacities necessary for the efficient execution of the trust. The trus- 
tees annex a list, marked E, of the books already presented to them, 
with the names of the donors. Among these works will be found one 
of great value, received from the Lords of the Treasury of Oreat 
Britain, through our late Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court of 
St. James, Mr. Bancroft. A copy of a letter from him and the an- 
gwer of the trustees are annexed, and marked F. 

Li connexion with this subject, the trustees deem it proper to state, 
that the superintendent, Mr. Cogswell, at his own request, was per- 
mitted to refund the amount of the sums paid for books in the depart- 
ment of Biblic^raphy, and to present the books to the library, with 
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a view to complete this department at his own cost ; " regarding it,'^ 
as he stated in his proposition, " as the one of the first importance in 
the formation of a new and extensive library." Mr. Cogswell ac- 
cordingly refunded the sum of $750, and presented to the library the 
books so purchased with others, amounting together to about one thou- 
sand volumes, the value of which is not less than $2,000. Mr. 
Cogswell has thus become, in effect, the founder of a department of 
great importance in connexion with the library, to be completed at a 
large additional contribution from his own means. 

In concluding their report, the trustees cannot withhold the expres- 
sion of their strong desire to execute their trust in strict accordance 
with the intention of Mr. Astor, to whom they owe the pecuniary 
means at their disposal, and of the Legislature, from which they derive 
the ability, as a corporate bedy, to carry his design into full effect. 
They are perfectly aware of the heavy responsibility which rests up- 
on them ; and if they entertain any wish beyond that of sustaining it 
with proper fidelity and judgment, it is that the institution they have 
, been so fortunate as to assist in establishing may, at some future day, 
become, as a depository of the treasures of literature and science, 
what the city possessing it is rapidly becoming in commerce and 
wealth. 

J^ew-Yorkj 26th January y 1850. 

WASHINGTON IRVING, President. 
SAMt7£L B. RuGGLEs, Secretary. 



« 

• • » - '' 

• • » • • 



• li** -'•■' 



APPENDII. 



( A.) 

Extract of the third Codicil to the will of John JacoB 

Astor, August 22, 1839. 

I, John Jacob Astor, do make this additional codicil to my last 
nili, bearing date the fourth day of July, in the year of our Lord one 
Ifaoasand eight hundred and thirty-six. 

Desiring to render a public benefit to the city of New- York, and 
to contribute to the advancement of useful knowledge and the gener- 
al good of society, I do, by this codicil, appropriate four hundred 
t/umsaiid dollars out of my residuary estate, to the establishment of a 
public library in the city of New* York. 

For this purpose, I give to my executors four hundred thousand dot- 
larSj to be taken from my personal estate, or raised by a sale of parts 
of my real estate, to be made by my executors with the assent of my 
son William B. Astor, upon condition and to the intent that the said 
amount be settled, applied, and disposed of, as follows, namely : 

First J In the erecting of a suitable building for a public library. 

Second^ In furnishing and supplying the same from time to time 
with books, maps, charts, models, drawings, paintings, engravings, 
casts, statutes, furniture, and other things appertaining to a library for 
general use, upon the most ample scale and liberal character. 

TJtirdj In maintaining and upholding the buildings and other pro- 
perty, ai*>i;in'')fcfrayiiig the necessary expenses of taking care of the 
property, and* oT the accommodation of persons consulting the 
library. 
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The said sum shall be payable one third in the year after my de- 
cease, one third in the year following, and the residue in equal sumSy 
in the fourth and fifth years after my decease^ 

The said library is to be accessible at all reasonable hours and 
timps, for general use, free of expense to persons resorting thereto^ 
subject only to such control and regulations, as the trustees may from 
time to time exercise and establish for general convenience. ' 

The affairs of the i^stitution shall be conducted and directed bj; 
eleven trustees, to be from time to time selected from the different 
liberal professions and employments in life^ and the classes of educah- 
ted men. The mayor of the city of New- York, during his continue 
ance in office, and the chancellor of the State of New-York, during 
his continuance in office, shall always be trustees. The vacancies in the 
number of trustees occurring by death, resignation, incapacity, or re^ 
moval from the State, shall be filled by persons appointed by the re- 
maining trustees ; the acts of a majority of the trustees at a meeting 
reasonably notified, shall be valid. 

All the property and efiects of the institution shall be vested in 
the said trustees. They shall have power to direct the expenditure 
of the funds, the investment, safe keeping,* and management thereof, 
and of the property and effects of the institution ; also to make such 
ordinances and regulations from time to time as they may think pro- 
per, for the good order and convenience of those who may resort to 
the library or use the same ; also to appoint, direct, control and re- 
move the superintendent of the library, and all librarians and others 
employed about the institution ; and also they shall have and use all 
powers and authority for promoting the expressed objects of this in- 
stitution not contrary to what is herein expressed. They shall not 
receive any compensation for their services, except that if any one 
of their number shall at any, time be appointed superintendent, he 
may receive compensation as such. 

The trustees shall be subject to the visitation of the proper courtv 
of justice, for the purpose of preventing and redressing all mistnan* 
agement, \j|Kte, or breach of trust. 

And I direct thikt the said public library be established on my land^ 
at the corner, of La&yette Place and Art street|pn the wfisterl]^ ddci 
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of Lafayette Place, in the city of New- York, beginning on the west- 
erly line of Lafayette Place, 81 feet northerly from the corner of the 
house in which my daughter, Dorothea Langdon, now resides, and 
running thence perpendicular to Lafayette place, 137 feet six inches 
to the alley^way in the rear; thence along the alley-way to Art street; 
thence aloug Art street to Lafayette Place, and thence to the place 
of beginning, with the right and benefit of way in the Alley; which 
land I direct my executors to convey to the said trustees in fee sim- 
ple, by such proper assurances as shall secure the land for the pur- 
pose of the library, and on condition to be applied and used therefor. 
And inasmuch as one of the lots so to be conveyed is devised to the 
children of Mrs. Langdon, I order that twelve thousand five hun- 
dred dollars be paid to the said deviijees as a compensation for the 
lot. And I direct that all the said land hereby appropriated be val- 
ued at forty thousand dollars, and form a part of the said four hun- 
dred thousand dollars. 

I further direct that a sum not exceeding thousand dollars, 

may be expended in the erection of the building for the library. One 
hundred and twenty thousand dollars may be expended in the pur- 
chase of books, and other objects for the establishing of the library, 
and the residue shall be invested as a fund for the maintaining and 
gradually increasing of the library. All investments of the 
funds of the institution shall be made in the public debt of the 
United Stales of America, or of the States of the Union, or of the city 
of New-York, as long as such subjects of investment may be had, 
giving a preference according to the order in which they are named. 
And in case the income of the fund shall at any time exceed the 
amounts which the trustees may find useful to expend for the pur- 
poses above named and particularized, they may expend such sur- 
plus in procuiing public lectures, to be delivered in connection with 
the library, upon useful subjects of literature, philosophy, science, his- 
tory and the fine arts, or in promoting, in any other mode, the objects 
of the institution as above expressed. I direct my executors to cause 
and procure the necessary legal assurances to be made for establish- 
ing and securing the application of the funds and property hereby ap- 
propriated, for the purposes of these presents, and in the mode herein 
pointed out. And it is my request that the trustees would apply to 
Ae Legislature of this State for such acts as may fully secure, estab- 
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lish and perpetuate this institution, and render its management easy, 
convenient and safe, both to themselves and the public. And as this 
property is devoted- wholly to public purposes I trust that the Legis- 
lature will so far favor the institution as to exempt its property from 
taxation. And as a mark of my respect to the following gentlemen, 
I name them to be the first trustees; that is to say, the 

Mayor of the city of New- York, and the Chancellor of the 
State, for the time being, in respect to to their oflSces; 

Washington Irying, 

William B. Astor, 

Daniel Lord, Jun., 

James G. King, 

Joseph O. Cogswell, 

Fitz-Greene Halleck, 

Henry Breyoort, Jun., 

Samuel B. Ruggles, and 

Samuel Ward, Jun. 

In witness whereof, I have set my hand and seal to this codicil, 

and publish the same as a codicil to my will, this twenty-second day 

of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

thirty-nine. 

JOHN JACOB ASTOR. [l.s.] 

Extract of the fifth codicil to the vHll of John Jacob Astor ^ March 3ci, 

1841. 

Third. In relation to the library provided for in my codicU, bear- 
ing date the twenty-second day of August, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-nine, I have concluded to change the site thereof; and I there- 
fore direct that the land in that codicil appropriated for this purpose 
be discharged therefrom ; and so much of the said codicil as appro- 
priates the site for the said library and the compensation to be paid 
for it is hereby revoked ; and instead thereof, I allow the buUdingfor 
the said library to be erected on the sotdherly side of Astor Place^ (for- 
merly Art-street,) between Lafayette Place and Broadway, on the land 
described as follows : beginning on the southerly line of Astor Place, 
at a point distant one hundred and fifty-one feet westerly from the 
westerly corner of Astor Place and Lafayette Place, thence running 
westerly along Astor Place sixty-five feet, thence in a line perpendic- 
ular to Astor Place one hundred and twenty-five feet nine inches, to 
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die noriherly Ait 6f ft lot gitnen to my dsragfatelr, !Kf n. Langdon ; 
thence along the isame northerly tod eaisterly, in a line perpendicular 
\o the westerly side off Lafayette Place fifty-seven feet, thence along 
the rear of the lot given to Charles Bristed, and in that direction pa- 
rallel with the westerly sid^ of Lafayette Place thirty-one feet one 
inch, thence in a line perpendicular to the southerly side of As^ot 
Place one hundred and twenty-five feet to the place of beginning j 
which site I direct my executors to convey to the trustees of the said 
library, instead of the site in the said codicil expressed ; and I esti- 
mate the site now above described, at thirty-five thousand dollars. 
But if the trustees of the said library shall, before commencing the 
building, think a site on the easterly side of Lafayette Place preferable^ 
I authorise my executors, instead of the site aforesaid, to convey to 
the trustees of the library as a site therefore, so much land on the 
easterly side of Lafayette Place &s shall be sixty-five feet in front, and 
one hundred and twenty feet deep, to be selected out of my lands 
there, by the said trustees ; and direct that the site so selected be fair, 
fy and.justly valued by my executors, and the amount of such valua- 
tion to be apportioned among the devisees of the lands out of which 
die selection shall be made, and to be held and disposed of as the land 
was, both as to Capital and income. 

t direct that the sum to be appropriated for erecting the library 
building shall not exceed seventy^ve thousand dollars. And I also 9lV- 
low that the funds of the said library may, in the discretion of the 
Trustees, be invested in bonds secured by mortagage of improved re- 
al estate, as well as in the stocks enumerated in the codicil establish- 
ing such library. 

IkHttact of the Sfttth OfdicU to the will of John Jacob JistcTj 

3d June, 1841. 

Sixth. I direct and devise that Charles Bristed be one of the trus- 
tees of the devise and legacy for a Public Library, provided for in 
Ibrmer codicils to my will, and I give him the same estate, interest 
and power, fts if he were origmally named in such devise and legacy. 



(B.) 

AN ACT 

To incorporate the Trustees of the Astor Library, passed 

January 16th, 1849. 

The People of the State of JVeio- Yorky represented in Senate and Ai* 
senibly^ do enact ac follows: 

\ 1. The Mayor of tlie city of New-York, for the time bemg, inre- 
spect to his office, and Washington Irving, William B. Astor, Darnel 
Lord, James G. King, Joseph G. Cogswell, Fitz-Greene Halleck^ 
Samuel B. Ruggks, Samuel Ward, Charles A. Bristed,and th^soo- 
ocssors are hereby created and declared to be a body corporate, by 
ttie jtame and style of " lAe Trustees of the Astor Library ^^^ by wUdi 
name, they, and their successors, may sue and be sued, plead and bft 
impleaded, contract and be contracted with, and be known in all 
courts and places whatever, and may also have a common seal^ and 
change and alter the same at pleasure. 

§ 2. The direction and management of the aflFairs of the said cor- 
poration, and the control and disposal of its property and funds, dudl 
be vested in the said trustees and their successors. 

The number of such trustees shall be eleven, and they are heroby 
empowered : 

1. To receive from the executors of the will of John Jacob AstOf, 
as recorded, with the codicils thereto annexed, in the pffice of the 
surrogate of the city and county of New-York, the sum of four hun* 
dred thousand dollars, by him therein bequeathed for the establish- 
ment of a public library in said city, including in said sum the prioe 
of the site selected for the said library, on the easterly side of La Fay- 
ette Place in said city, as authorised by the said testator : which site 
with its appurtenances, the said corporation is hereby empowered to 
take and hold in fee simple, for the purpose of the said library, and 
an condition to be applied and used therefor* 
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2. To expend a portion of the said sum, not^exceeding seventy-five 
thousand dollars in erecting and maintaining upon the said site a 
building suitable for a public library. 

3. To expend a further amount, not exceeding one hundred and 
twenty thousand dollars in the purchase of books, maps, charts, models, 
drawings, paintings, engravings, casts, statues, furniture, and other 
thbgs appertaining to a library for general use. 

4. To invest the residue of the said sum of four hundred thousand 
dollars as a fund for paying the value of the site of the building, and 
for maintaining and gradually increasing the said library, and to de- 
fray the necessary expenses of taking care of the same, and of the ac- 
commodation of persons consulting the library. And in case the in- 
come of the fund shall, at any time, exceed the amount which the 
said trustees may find useful to expend for the purposes above na- 
med and particularized, then to expend such surplus in procuring pub- 
lic lectures to be delivered, in connection with the library, upon 
useful subjects of Literature, Philosophy, Science, History and the 
Fine Arts, or in promoting, in any other mode, the objects of the in- 
stitution as above expressed. 

6. To direct the expenditure of the funds, and the investment, safe 
keeping, and management thereof, and of the property and effects of 
the said corporation; also to make such ordinances and regulations^ 
from time to time, as the said trustees may think proper for the good 
order and convenience of those who may resort to the library, or use 
the same; to make such by-laws as may be necessary and convenient 
in conducting the business of the said corporation; to appoint, direct, 
control, and at their pleasure remove a superintendent of the library, 
and all librLrians and other persons necessary to be employed about 
the same; and in general, to have and use all powers and authority 
necessary for promoting the objects of the institution, as expressed in 
the said will and codicils of the said John Jacob Astor. 

§ 3. The said library shall be accessible at all reasonable hours and 
times, for general use, free of expense to persons resorting thereto, 
subject only to such control and regulations as the said trustees, from 
time to time may exercise and establish for general convenience. ^ _^ 
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§ 4. All inyestments of the funds of the said corporation diall be 
made m bonds^ secured by mortgage of productive real estate, or in 
the public debt of the United States, or of the States of the Union, or 
of the city of New- York; or portions thereof in any of those modes, 
except that in the investment in said public debts, preference shall be 
given according to the order in which they are hereinabove named. 

§ 6. The said corporation shall be subject to the visitation of any 
courts of justice, which now are or hereafter may be thereunto em- 
powered, for the purpose of preventing and redressing any misman- 
agement, waste, or breach of trust. 

§ 6. The said trustees shall elect one of their number to preside 
oyer their board, who shall hold such office during their pleasure, and 
they may also appoint, and at any time remove, a secretary, and any 
other officers which their business may require. The acts of a ma- 
jority of the trustees, at any meeting, duly notified according to the 
by-laws, shall be valid. Any vacancies in the number of said trus- 
tees occurring by death, resignation, incapacity, or removal from this 
State, shall be filled by persons to be appointed by the remaining trus- 
tees, or a majority of them, except that the Mayor of the city of New 
York, during his continuance in office, shall always be a trustee. 

The trustees shall not receive any compensation for their services, 
except that if any one of their number shall at any time be superin- 
tend ent, he may receive compensation as such. 

§ 7. The said corporation may take and hold any additional dona- 
tions, grants, devises or bequests which may be made in further sup- 
port of the said library, or the lectures, or literarj and scientific ob- 
jects connected therewith. 

§ 8. The property, real and personal, of the said corporation shall 
be exempt from taxation, in the same manner as that of the other in- 
corporated public libraries of this State. And it shall be the duty of 
the said trustees to effect such insurances as can be obtained upon 
said buildings and library, and other property, against loss by fire, 
or otherwise, and pay the expense thereof out of the fund described 
in the fourth sub-division of section second of this act. 

[Assembly, No. 43.] 2 
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(C. ) 
By-Laws of the Trustees of the Astor Idbrarf . 

Of the meetings of the Board. 

I. Until otherwise provided, the meetings of the board sball be 
convened by the president. Notices of the meetings addressed to 
the members shall be left at their respective places of residence or 
business if any, within the city of New- York, and shall be addressed 
l)y mail to those members residing within this State, and out of the 
said city. 

II. Regular meetings of the board shall be held at the usual 
plac^ of meeting, oil the last Wednesday of every month, at 5 
o'clock, P, M., and shall be convened at any other tim« by the secre- 
tary, upon the order of the president, or the request of any two 
members of the board. 

in case of the absence of the president, the members present shall 
elect one of their number to preside at such mieetiiig in his stead. 

III. Six members shall constitute a quorum, and when assembled 
at the hour notified, the president shall take the chair« 

lY. The proceedings of the board shall be conducted in the man- 
ner usual with public deliberative bodies in this State. 

Y. The president shall be the judge of order, and his decision shall 
be submitted to without debate. An appeal may, however, be taken 
to the board, who shall decide it without debate. 

YI. The yeas and nays on any motion or proceeding shall be en- 
tered on the minutes, on the call of any member. 
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Of the Superintendeni. 

YII. A superintendent shall be appointed, who shall hold his 
oflFce during the pleasure of the board. He shall have the direction 
of the library, including the building and its appurtenances, and shall 
generally regulate and conduct its affairs, subject to the order of the 
trustees. 

Of the Treasurer. 

Vin. A treasurer shall be appointed to hold his office durbg pleas- 
ure, who shall have the custody of the securities and vouchers, and 
keep the accounts, and who shall pay such bills as may be audited by 
the board. 

All checks drawn by him shall be countersigned by the president, 
or such other trustee as the board may appoint for that purpose. The 
treasurer shall also authenticate any contracts which may have been 
authorised by the board. 

Of the Secretary. 

IX. The secretary shall hold bis office during pleasure, who shall 
record all transactio&s of the board. 

X. The treasurer shall produce the day-book, check-book and 
bank-book, duly balanced to date, at every stated monthly meeting 
of the board, for its examination, and his accounts, vouchers, and all 
the securities of the corporation shall be submitted, at least once in 

every six months, to an auditing committee, to be appointed by the 
president. 
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To Washington I&ying, Esq: 

President of the Trustees of the Astirr Library. 

SiBr— I herewith present my annual account, as treasurer of this in- 
stitution, which shows the condition of the funds and other proper- 
ty of this corporation, and its receipts and expenditures, to 31st Dec. 
last, including interest for the year then terminating. 

It is proper to explain, that in addition to the three instalments of 
the endowment not yet due, there is in the hands of the executors of 
Mr. Aster's will, U. S. stock amounting at par to $22,000, and with 
premium added at the present rate, to $24,400, left in their hands to 
meet the payment of the valuation of the site of the library edifice* 

That land was devised to Mr. Walter Langdon and his brothers 
and sisters for life, with remainder in fee to their surviving issue : 
and the price of the site was directed to be held and disposed of, both 
as to capital and income, as the lands were to have been. 

The devisees for life have been notified that this stock, with a fiir- 
ther amount equal to the price of the land, is thus held, and that the 
income is at their disposal. They claim that they are entitled to re- 
ceive and hold the capital, and have demanded it from the executors. 
It was therefore considered advisable that the above stock, the invest, 
ment selected by the testator, should, after having been specifically 
appropriated for this institution, be held by the executors until this 
claim should be determined. 

It was my own opinion, that the site was to be paid for by the 
library out of its legacy : and that the trustees should hold and dis- 
pose of the price of the land, paying the income to the life tenants, 
and the capital to the remainder-man when ascertained. The present 
arrangement however i^cures very completely the rights of all. 
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In the mean time the interest on the stock so held, is received by 
the executors, and forms part of the sum standing charged to them 
in the accompanying statement. The stock itself with the premium 
appears separately. The interest on the investment of the valuation 
of the site, is a credit to the devisees and forms with the capital, the 
amount stated as a credit to them in the statement. 

A particular statement of the classes of items forming the charge 
of contingent expenses is added, in order that the expenses of the in- 
stitution may clearly and fully be exhibited. It will be noticed that 
$847.26, was incurred prior to Mr. Aster's death, and was with 
$2,707.34 for books bought by him, charged on his books as an ad- 
vancement of the legacy, and that other amounts are incidental to 
the organization of such an institution, and are not likely to recur. 

The government stock now on hand is fully sufficient to pay for 
the completion of the building, in addition to which a second instal- 
ment of the legacy will be payable in March next, which will fur- 
nish the amplest resourses, for all the purposes of the institution, in- 
cluding the purchase of its books, and the income in the mean time, 
will defray all the present necessary expenses of the institution. 

Of the instalment of the endowment paid in April last, $104,000 

was received in stock of the United States, the kind of investment 

directed by the will of Mr. Astor. The rate of premium at which 

it was paid to the library, was at the time duly certified ; and it has 

allowed of a profit to the library on every parcel which its purposes 

have required tQ \^ soldi • 

DANIEL LOED, Treasurer^ 

A9T0B LiBBA&T 32 Band. St. } 
January 18^A, 1850. J 



IVeasurer^s Report. 

Statement of the cmdUion of the funds and property of the trueteee 

of the Astor library. 
Dr. 

To amount of legacy of Mr. Astor of #100,000 — devoted 

to fund for the building. $75,000 00' 

do establidiing the library, 120,000 00 

do maintaining and increasing it, &c.,. . • • 205,000 00 

Walter Langdon and others, devisees of the land 

taken for a site, with income from 19th April to 

31st Dec— 8 mo. 12 d., 25,951 61 

$426,951 61 



Cr. 

By amount in the hands of Mr. Astor's executors, 

being balance of unpaid instalments, and interest 

on stock in their hands, 267,986 67 

U. S. stock in their hands, to pay for 

site of building,. $22,000 00 

Premium account thereon, 1,897 34 



U. S. stock in. treasurer's hands of .the 

Ubrary, 73,000 00 

Premium account .thereon, • • 6,041 43 



23,897 34 



79,041 43 

Cash paid on account of books, « 27,009 33 

Library site, 26 ,00a 00 

Expenses, 6,269 42 

Less interest on stock of devisees, 
the rent being charged in this ac- 
count, $942 34 

Less interest account balance, 3,623 27 

4,565 61 1,693 81 

Cash in National Bank, 1,323 03 

$425,951 61 



DANIEL LORD) TVeoswrw. 
JVtuJ-FoHfc, Jan: 18, 1890: 
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Statement of receipts and expenditures^ to 3lst Dec.j 1849. 
Expenditures. 

1849. 

April 14. For bill of exchange, to remit for books, • • 13,016 67 

21. " purchase $5,000 U. S. stock, 6,612 84 

527. " Mr. Cogswell on account books bought, 1,000 00 

May 1. " do do 3,000 00 

30. ^^ sundry bills for expenses, 308 26 

Jane 8. ^^ architects' premiums, 500 00 

23. " superintendent's salary, to date, 625 00 

^^ sundry bills freights, &c., 335 11 

« « shelving, &c., 219 75 

'^ stationery, books of account, com. fees, 23 75 

July 12. ^^ Mr. Cogswell, on account books bought, 3,000 00 

26. " sundry bills, library tables, &c., ^ 158 13 

Aug. 2. " furniture in 32 Bond street, wages, &c., 139 60 

«« rent $275, fire insurance $13 .90, 288 90 

Sept. 5. " Mr. Cogswell, balance for purchases,. . . . 3,731 52 

" " plans for building in Eng., 38 76 

26. " sundry expenses, freights &c., 206 98 

" J. G. Cogswell, for books purchased,. . . 128 25 

Nov. 2. " wages, 32 Bond street, 25 00 

** superintendent's salary to Sept. 29,. . . . 625 00 

8. " J. G. Cogswell, for books, 215 42 

^^ sundry expenses, 15 00 

Dec. 10. « J. G. Cogswell, for books, 210 13 

^^ sundry expenses, 51 30 

1860. 

Jan. 2. « rent $275, 32 Bond street, (due Nov. 1,) 275 00 

18. « salary of superintendent, (due Dec. 29,) 625 00 

$35,375 37 



Receipts. 
1849. 

April 14. By cash from Mr. Astor's executors, $20,964 57 

May 30. *« stock sold, $5,000, 5,550 00 

July 1. « interest, 2,291 34 

Aug. 2. " stock sold, $1,000, 1,160 00 

Apt 9. « « 3,000, 3,407 60 
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Nov. 5. By stock sold, $1,000, 1,135 00 

1850. 
Jan. 2. « interest, to Dec. 31, on $73,000,. . 2,190 00 

Receipts, 36,698 41 

Expenditures, 35,375 37 

Cash in bank, 1,828 04 

DANIEL LORD, Treasurer. 
Jan. 18, 1850. 

Expenses of the Astar Library to Dec. 31, 1849. 

Amount charged on Mr. Astor's books, $847 26 

Expended on books purchased, for freights, sea insur- 
ance, custom-house charges, library table, &c , . . . • 596 39 
Expended in temporary accommodation of books, 
shelving, and a few articles of furniture, 32 Bond 

street, 434 06 

Architects' premiums for plans, printing specifications, 

advertising for proposals, 599 84 

Fire insurances, 124 00 

Rent, 32 Bond-street, 6 months, (to Nov. 1,) 550 00 

Interest allowed on site, from 18th April to 31st De- 
cern er, (8 months 12 days,) , 951 62 

Fuel, water, &c., porterage of books, stationery, wages^ 281 25 

Salary of superintendent to 29th Dec, (9 months,). . 1,875 00 



January 18, 1850. 



16,259 42 
DANIEL LORD, Treasurer. 
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1. Historical Sketch of Columbia College. From the author. Dr. 

N. F. Moore. 

2. A. H. Everett's Miscellanies, 2 vols. 12o. From Edward 

Everett, Esq. 

2. A. H. Everett's Europa, in German, 2 vols. 12o. From Ed- 

ward Everett, Esq. 
1. A. H. Everett's America, in Spanish. From Edward Everett, 
Esq. 

1. R. D. Owen's Hints on Public Architecture By J. Renwick, Jr. 
Falconier and Cantley's Fossil Zoology of the Sewalih Hills: 
From the Lords of the Treasury of Great Britain, through Hon. 

George Bancroft. 
. Anti Masonic Review and Magazine, 8vo. From H. Gosset Esq. 
J. Q. Adams' Letters on Free Masonry, 8vo. do 

Anti Masonic Documents, 8vo. do 

Free Masonry and its dangers, 8vo. do 

Odiome's opinions on Speculative Masonry. 12o. do 

3. Hildreth, R., History of the United States, 3 vols. 8vo. From 

Harper brothers. 

2. Proceedings of the Board of Assistants, N. Y. 1831 and '32. 

2 vols. 8vo. From Mr. R. Craighead. 
1. Hull, Gen. W. Military and civil life. 8vo. From E. F. 
Campbell, Esq. 

1. Final Report of J. R. Brodhead, Historical agent of the State of 
New- York, made to the Governor, 12th February, 1845. 8vo. 

1. An address delivered before the New- York Historical Society, 
20ih November, 1844, by J. R. Brodhead. 8vo. From J. R. 
Brodhead. 



(F.) 

Extract from the minutes of the Trustees of the Astor 

Library, 14th Nov. 1849. 

A letter to Mr. Cogswell from Mr. George Bancroft, late minister 
to England, presenting to the Library the portion now published of 
" Fkiuna Antiqaa Sivalensis^^^ and requesting its acceptance from the 
Lords of the Treasury of Great Britain, under whose direction the 
work is in progress of publication, was read, and on motion of Mr. 
Ruggles it was Resolved j that Gen. Dix, and Mr. Irving be requested 
to transmit to Mr. Bancroft the thanks of the Trustees. 

Copt of Mb. Bancroft's Letter. 

JVeto-ForA:, 9th J^wember^ 1849. 
Mt dear Mr. Cogswell, 

Just as I was leaving England, my friend Mr. Hayter, Secretary of 
the Treasury, sent me a copy of the " Fauna Antiqua Sivalensis," as 
far as published, viz: IX parts of the Engraving, and one of the Let- 
ter-press, and accompanied it with such a note as permits me to ask 
of the trustees of the Astor Library to accept it as a gift from the 
Lords of the Treasury. I have selected the Astor Library to receive 
this costly work, of which such parts as may hereafter oppear will be 
duly forwarded to perfect the series, partly because I regard that In- 
stitution as likely to take the first place among the great libraries of 
our country, to attract to itself the munificence of those able and wil- 
ling to perfect what is so well begun, and to rival the collections 
which time and national patronage and Royal endowments have es- 
tablished in older countries. I must add that another motive swayed 
me ; and it was because my long knowledge of yourself makes me 
know, that above any other man in America, you have the gifts, dis 
position and acquirements that single you out as the fittest person to 
superintend the laying of the foundations of what should and must be- 
come the great library of the western continent. 

I remain, dear Mr. Cogswell, 

sincerely yours, 

GEORGE BANCROFt- 
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To this communication, Messrs. Irving and Dix, in behalf of the 
trustees, transmitted the following letter to Mr. Bancroft. 

ASTOR LiBBABY, ? 

26th November, 1849. J 
Hon. George Bancroft, 

Dear Sir, — ^We are directed by the trustees of the Astor Library, to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th inst., transmitting a 
copy of the Fauna Antiqua Sivalensis, as far as published, and asking 
them to accept it as a gift from the Lords of the Treasury of Great 
Britain. We are also directed to tender to you the thanks of the 
Trustees. 

In the performance of this duty, we beg to express to you our grate- 
ful acknowledgments for the favorable estimate of the Astor Library 
which has led you to select it as the recipient of the work, and to re- 
quest you to make known to the Lords of the Treasury, in such man- 
ner as you may think most appropriate, their strong sense of the val- 
ue and liberality of the donation. 

We are, dear sir, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servants, 
WASHINGTON IRVING, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
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Df ASSEMBLY, FEB. 1, 1851. 



SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 
Of the Trustees of the Astor Library. 

%9 the Legislatun of the State of J^ew York : 

The trustees of the Astor library, in obedience to the act by which 
thqr were incorporated, requiring them to make to the Legislature 
in the ffionth of January in each year, a report of their proceedings 
for the year ending on the last day of December preceding, 

REPORT. 

t. Of the Coi^DITION OF THE LiBRARY. 

Books. — In their first annual report to the Legislature, made on the 
96th of January, 1850, the trustees stated that the number of books 
bdonging to the library exceeded twenty thousand volumes, and that 
they had cost about twenty-seven thousand dollars. It has not been 
tbe design of the trustees to add very largely to the number of books 
tmtil the building, which they are erecting, shall be near its comple- 
tioDi as they have not the means, in the house they now occupy, of 
atranging an extensive library. They have, however, availed them- 
•elves of the opportunities which have occurred during the last year, 
by the sale of several valuable private collections of books, to make 

[Assembly, No. 36.] 1 ^ (u.n.500T.) 
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advantageous purchases ; and with these additions, including dona- 
tions, the volumes belonging to the library now number 28,364, 
bound in 25,027 distinct volumes or books, the cost of which, 
including binding, exceeds thirty-five thousand dollars. As the 
progress which has been made ift the construction of the library 
edifice justifies the assurance that it will be completed by the first of 
April, 1852, the time limited by the contract, the trustees have 
made arrangements to send their superintendent, Mr. Cogswell, to 
Europe a second time with a view to further and more extensive 
purchases. He will sail at an early day in order that the objeet of 
his mission may be accompFished during the ensuing summer, and 
time may be left for importing, binding and arranging the books at 
the completion of the new building in the spring oS 1852. The 
trustees hope to be able, in the summer of that year, to open the 
library to the public, with at least fifty thousand volumes. In the 
meantime every facility, which it is in their power to aflFord, with 
their present accommodations, is extended to all who resort to the 
library in the pursuit of literary or scientific researches. Notwith- 
standing the limited number of volumes, the selections of the 
superintendent have been made with so much care and good judgment, 
that a book is seldom called for which it has not been in their power 
to supply. 

The library edifice. — When the trustees made their first annual 
report, the excavation for the foundation of the library edifice had 
just been commenced. The entire walls are now completed and in 
readiness to receive the roof. In consequence of the illness of the 
architect, and a change which the trustees thought it advisable to 
make in the nmterial for covering the roof, a delay of a few weeks 
has taken place ; but the other portions of the work have been as 
regularly in progress as the season would allow with safety to the 
building, considering its dimensions — 65 feet front by 120 ia depths 
and about 70 in height from the foundation to the roof — the progress 
of the work has been as rapid as was admissible. The walls are 
substantial and firm, aad the trustees have cause to be satisfied with 
all that has been done by the contractors. As they have already 
said, there is every reasonable ground of assurance that the contract 
will be fulfilled within the time limited, and that the library will be 
open to the public in the summer of 1852, with every facility for a 
convenient use of the books it contains. 
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II. — Of the Funds and other Property of the Corporation. 

By the Treasurer's statement, appended to the first annual report 
of the trustees, there remained in the hands of Mr. Astor's executors 
$266,666.67, of the legacy of $400,000, left by him for establishing 
the library. Of this amount the sum of |133,333.34 has since been 
received, leaving an equal sum in the hands of the executors. The 
whole amount paid to the trustees by the executors, with the excep- 
tion of a small sum on deposite in the Life Insurance and Trust Co., 
is invested in U. S. stocks, bonds and mortgage, the library edifice 
^te, and books. The proportions in which it is distributed between 
these several objects of investment, will appear in detail by the report 
of the treasurer for the last year hereto annexed and marked A. It 
will be perceived by this report that $100,000 of the amount have 
been invested in bond and mortgage, yielding an annual interest vary- 
ing from 6 to 7 per cent. 

in. — Of the Receipts and Expenditures of^the Corporation. 

The whole amount of receipts from all sources during the last year 
was $274,619.41. Of this amount $8,273.42 were expended for 
books. The total amount of expenditures and investments during 
the same period was $272,858.18. The receipts and expenditures 
are given in detail by the treasurer's report, to which the trustees beg 
leave to refer the Legislature. A statement of the expenses of the 
library, exclusive of the purchase of books, which is to be regarded 
as a partial investment of the portion of the legacy appropriated to 
that object, will also appear by the same report. 

The trustees having complied with the special requirements of the 
charter exhibiting the condition of the library, their funds and other 
property, and their receipts and expenditures, it only remains for 
them to state that many valuable works have been added to the li- 
brary by donation. A list of the books, with the names of the do- 
nors, is annexed, and marked B. Between three and four hundred 
volumes have also been added to the bibliographical department of 
the library by Mr. Cogswell, their superintendent, during the year. 
This department, founded by him and now in course of enlargement 
at his expense, already numbers about one thousand volumes. 

The board of trustees remains as at the date of their last aatvM^V 
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report, consisting of the Mayor of the city of New- York, ex-officio, 
and Messrs. Washington Irving, William B. Astor^ Daniel Lord, 
James G. King, Joseph G. Cogswell, Samuel B. Ruggles, Samuel 
Ward, Charles A. Bristol, John A. Dix and Thomas House Taylor. 

Req)ectfully submitted, 

WASHINGTON IRVING, 

President. 
SikBcuEL B. Ruggles, Secretary. 

JfeW'York^ January 29, 1851. 



(A.) 
TREASURER'S REPORT. 

Washington IryinO) Esq.y 

President of the Tmstees oft/ie Astor Library: 
SIR, — ^I herewith present my yearly report of the situation of the 
funds and property of The Trustees of the Astor Library, and also a 
detailed statement of its receipts and expenditures, according to the 
requirements of the charter. ' 

The devisees of the land taken for the site of the library edifice, 
(excepting Mrs. de Nottbeck for one-axth of the income,) not having 
received the interest collected on the stocks reserved to meet their 
claim, it has been deposited in the New-York Life Insurance and 
Trust Company. The stocks bearing a high premium, it was deem- 
ed expedient and safe to sell the stocks reserved for this purpose. 
They yielded the sum of $26,401.10. The amounts of interest pe^ 
ceived on the stocks were $2,039.18, Crediting the payment to 
Mrs. de Nottbeck of one-sixth, the balance, $I,699;31, was deposited 
with the proceeds of the capital in the N. Y. Life Ins. and TVu&ft 
Company, to wait a favorable investment on bond and mortgage for 
the capital. The certificate stands in the name of Mr. Astor's exe- 
cutors, and bears date November 30, 1850. A letter was addressed 
by the executors of Mr. Astor's will, according to the request of the 
trustees^ to learn if this realizing of the funds was objectionable to 
them; it was delivered to those who were in the city, and no objec- 
tion was communicated in reply. 

The interest realized during the last year, was $6,862.20; for the 
greater part of the year, the funds were at a low interest with the 
trust company, waiting proper investments. 

The expenses of &e year, including one half-yearly jmyment to 
tlie architect in advanee^ were $5,614.74. 
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The interest on the bonds and mortgages for the current year, will 
be $6,325} in addition to that upon the deposit in the trust company 
and on the U. S. stocks till their sale. 

This deposit and these stocks are relied on to furnish the funds to 
pay for the erection of the edifice, and for the purchase of books in 
Europe, according to the intentions of the trustees, and they will be 
.very ample for the present wants of the institution. 

The loans are upon good security, verified, when the property is 
out of the cities of New-York or firoaklyn, by the appraisal of ex- 
perienced and reliable gentlemen 3 and the bondmen are believed, in 
all instances, to be men of property and integrity. I communicate 
to ihe trustees a note of the mortgage securities. 

I am, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

DANIEL LORD, 

Tre<isurer. 
JVew-ForA, 3fanuary 29, 1851. 

Statement of the condition of the funds aud property of he trusteee 

of the Jstor library ^ Dec. 31, 1850. 

Dr. 
For the amount of legacy of Mr. Astor's fund for 

erection of buildings, $75,000 00 

Fund for establishing library, 120 000 00 

Fund for maintaining, &c. , 205,000 00 

Value of donation of books from Mr. Cogswell,. • • 1,029 98 

Interest received, • 6,862 20 

Walter Langdon and others for site with increase 

and interest, 28,100 41 

$435,992 59 

Ca. 

For residue of legacy in the hands of 

Mr. Astor's executors, payable in 

I852andl853, '. $133,333 34 

U.S. stock of 1867 at par, $58,000 00 

Bounce of premium account, •••••• 4^42 53 

62^2 6a 
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Real estate, site of library, 25,000 00 

Real estate, payments for building,. 25,000 00 
Real estate, advanced to contributors, 15,000 00 

Bonds and mortgages in Brooklyn, at 

6s.3d,, 20,000 00 

Bonds and mortgages in New- York, 

at 6p. ct • . 42,600 00 

Bonds and mortgages in New York, 

at 6^, 10,000 00 

Bonds and mortgages in New-York, 

at7, 15,000 00 

Bonds and mortgages, in Albany, 

at7, ^ 12,500 00 



65,000 00 



100,000 00 

Books, cost purchase and binding, •• 35,282 75 

Deposit remaining in trust company^ 2,875 05 

Deposit in same, to meet payment 

for site, ., 28,100 41 

Expenses this year, ^ 5^614 74 

Balance last year, 1,693 81 

Less error discovered,.. 9 27 



1,684 54 7,299 28 

Oashin National Bank, • 1,661 23 

$435,992 59 

DANIHi LORD, Treasurer, 
January 29, 1831, 

Note. — ^The above sum, deducting the amount of 

expenses is (435,992,59—7,299,28) . . . • , $428,693 31 

/ The only claim on the property is the amount of the 
value of the site and its increase now in deposit in 
the Trust Company, 28,100 41 

The nett property of the Institution is $408,592 90 

on the treasurer's books. 

The premium on the U. S. stocks now held by the library, at present 
prices, 1 16 j is $ 9,280,00. 
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Statement ofreceipt$ and expenditures during the year ending Decem- 
ber 31, 1850. 

Receipts. 

Jait7 1. Cash from last year, $1,323 03 

9. " sales 16,000 U. S. Stock, 15,505 00 

May 2. ^ from Mr. Astor's ex'rs,. .$133,333 33 
" interest allowed while re- 
tained at request of the 
trustees, to wait iuTest- 
ment, 730 41 

134,063 74 

« 14. " drawn from Trust Co.,. . . 15,000 00 

June 4. « « 10,000 00 

Interest on 20,000, 18 75 

10,018 75 

" 6. Cash drawn from Trust Co., . . . 10,000 00 
July 1. «^ interest on 69,000 U. S. 

Stock, 1,770 00 

8. ^^ interest for Grace Church 

adjustment, 59 17 

16. ** drawn from Trust Co., . . . 6,000 00 

17. " « « " . . 6,000 00 
25. « " ^^ « _ 9,000 00 

Aug. 1. " « « « . , 18,000 00 

Sep. 20. •« «* « « _ 3,000 00 

Oct. 22. ^^ « « « , , I2fi00 00 

Nov. 15. " interest on b. and m.,. . . . 300 00 

28. " drawn from Trust Co.,. . . 11,500 00 

30. " on sale of stock, 339 72 

Dec. 2. ^« drawn from Trust Co.,. . • 14,500 00 

10 ** interest on bond and mort- 
gage 750 00 

29. " drawn from Trust Co.,. . . 4,500 00 

31. «< interest on 58,000 U. S. 

Stock, 1,740 00 

^^ interest on bond and mort- 
gage 150 00 

1274,519 41 
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Jan. 4. Advance to contractors on the 

building,.. 115,000 00 

29. Assessment sewer in Lafayette 

Place, 140 60 

Books purchased, $429 52 

Expenses, (wages, advertiidng, 

&c.,) /..... 39 44 

468 96 

Feb. 4. Payment to architect, 300 00 

Rent 32 Bond street, ......... 275 00 

Books purchased, •••»•••••• .^ • 228 68 

Expenses, (wages, &c.,) ..•••• 48 56 

Mar. 27. Books purchased, • . • • • 132 37 

Expenses, (freights and wages, 
corner stone, &c.,) 84 66 

Apr. 24. Salary superintendent, 625 00 

Books, 1,127 34 

Expenses, (wages, insurance,) « • 50 00 

■ 1,802 34 

May 8. Deposit in New. York Life and 

Trust Co., • .... .... 120,000 00 

11. Loan on bond and mortgage, 

Brooklyn, 10,000 00 

24. Treasurer's clerk, one year,. • . • 100 00 

Rent 275 00 

29. Books and bmding, 933 19 

Expenses, (freights, insurance, 

wages, &c.,) ..••.. 98 10 

Installment on building, 10,000 00 



217 53 



June 6. Loan on b. and mort. Brooklyn, 10,000 00 

«^ « « New-York, 15,000 00 

July S. Books, 994 35 

Salary architect, 6 mos., 300 00 

<< superintendent, 625 00 

Expenses, (insurance, wages, 

shelves,) 84 84 



11,406 29 



25,000 00 
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July ]6. Expenses, (stationery,) 8 40 

Loan on b. and mortgage, . • . • • 5,000 00 

25. « " « 1,590 00 

Aug. 1. " « " Albany, 8,000 00 

Books, short payment corrected, 31 00 

Expenses, (wages, &c.,) 25 00 

Rent, 275 00 

Installment on building, nO,000 00 

Sept. 19. Books and binding, 2,276 55 

Salary superintendent, • • 625 00 

Expenses, (shelving, wages, do- 
nation plate,) 240 76 

Oct. 22. Instalment on building, 5,000 00 

Loan on bond and mortgage, « • 7,000 00 

Books and binding, 339 61 

Expenses, (freights,wages, fuel,) 79 13 

do printing charter, &c. 21 50 

Nov. 27. Loan on bond and mortgage, • • 10,000 00 

do do 1,000 00 

Books, 248 43 

Expenses, (wages, insurance, 

&c.,&c.,) 68 75 

Dec. 8. Loan on bond and mortgage,. 14,500 00 

Rent, 275 00 

26. Loan on bond and mortgage, 

Albany, 4,500 00 

Books, 502 00 

Salary superintendent, , 625 00 

architect, 300 00 

Expenses, (wages,) 25 00 



22,012 59 



18,331 00 



3,142 31 



12,440 24 



11,317 18 



20,727 00 
$272,858 18 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Deposit in N. Y. Life and Trust Company, $120,000 00 

tLoans on bond and mortgage, • • • 100,00& 00 

Payments on building, 40,000 00 

Books purchased, • 7,243 44 

Expenses, wages, freight, insurance, &c.,. $974 14 

Salary superintendent, • 2,500 00 

architect, 1 year 6 mos, 900 00 

Rent 32 Bond street, 1,100 00 

Assessment for sewer, 140 60 

5,614 74 

$272,858 18 

1 ■ HB I- I. 

Receipts, ; $274,5 19 41 

Payments, 272,858 18 

Cash in National Bank, $1,661 23 

DANIEL LORD, Treasurer. 
January 28, 1851. 
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(B.) 

lAst of Books presented to the Astor Library during the year 1850. 

Correspondence inedite offieielk et eonfidentielle de Napoleon Beaa* 

parte. 7 vols. 8vo. By Horace Bmney Wallace, Esq. 
Muratori Sopra le Antichita Italiane. 6 vols. Svo. 
Sabine's American Loyalists. 8vo. 
Schleusner Lexicon in Novum Testamentum. Sto. 
Heeren's Ancient Greece. 8vo. 
Tudor's Letters on the Eastern States. 8vo. 
Horner's Medical Topography of Brazil and Uraguay. 8vo. 
Coxes' Memoirs of Lord Walpole. 2 vols. 8vo. 
Saalfeld Geschichte der UniTersitat Gottingen. 8vo. 
Cumberland's Memoirs. 8to. 

Pownal's map and description of North America, fol. 
Shute's Life of Viscount Barrington. 4to. 
Executive Journal of the Senate of the United States. 3 v. 8vo. 
The Bland Papers, published by C. Campbell. 2v. 8vo. 
Schwarz Erziehung's Lehre. 2 v. 8vo. 
Gutsmuth's Jahir, and Beck's Gymnastics. 3 v. 8vo. 
Clias Gymnastique el^mentaire. 8vo. 
Journal of Education, for 1824 and 1827. 2 v. 8vo. 
Fifty other volumes, being in all eighty volumes. 

By George Bancroft. 

Ellicott's Journal of the Boundary Survey. 4to. 

Phillip's General History of Inland Navigation. 4to. 

Bertola Poesie — ^Tiechi Beda — ^La Rete di Vulcano. 9 v. 12mo. 

Maffei Idylli de Gessner,' Imitazione. 12mo. 

Boccacio La Tesside. 8vo. 

By Francis GriflSn. 

Annual Reports of the Regents of the University. 2 v. 8vo. 
Catalogue of the New-York State Library and Report. 2 v. 8vo. 
Documentary Histoiy of New-York. Edited by E. B. O'Calloghan. 
8vo. 

Documentary History of New- York. do do 4to. 

By the Regents of the University. 
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Reports of tbe Board of Directors of Girard College. 8vo. 

Reports of the Building Committee and Architect. 8vo. 

lieber's Plan of Education for Girard College. 8vo. 

Bache's Report on Education in Europe. 8yo. 

Tyron's Discourse, First Anniversary. 

Ingest of Acts of Assembly, &c., relative to Girard College. 

J. R. Chandler's Address on opening Girard College. 

By the Board of Directors of Girard College. 

Squier's and Davis' Ancient Monuments of the Mississippi valley. 

4to. 
Ellet's Contributions to the I^ysical Geography of the U. S. 4to. 
Report of Prof. Bache on the Coast Survey. 8vo. 
Gould's Report on the discovery of Neptune. 8vo. 
Walker's Ephemeris of the Planet Neptune. 4to. 

By the Regents of the Smithsonian Institute. 

New-York City Directory, from 1820 to 1849. 29 vols. 8vo. 

By Daniel Lord. 

Annual Report of the Alms House Commissioners for 1847 and 8. 

2 vols. 8vo. 
First Annual Report of the Governors of the Alms House. 8vo. 

By E. C. Corwin. 

Historical Sketch of the Art of Book-binding. 8vo. 

By E. Walker & Soni. 

Transactions and Collections of the Amer. Antiq'n Soc. 2 v. 8vo. 
Catalogue of the Library of tbe Am. Ant. Society. 

By tbe Am. Antiq. Society. 

Report on education to the Corporation of Brown University, 

By President Wayland. 

Bloomingdale Asylum Reports, 1824-27. 8vo. 
State of the New-York Hospital, 1834-1847. 8vo. 

By Dr. Earle. 

Speeches and Adresses, by the Hon. Edward Everett 2 v. 8vo. 
Smyth's Anniv. Address of Royal Geog. Society. 8vo. 

By E. Everett. 
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Catalogue of the Library of the Callipean Society of Yale College. 

8vo. 
Catalogue of the Library of the Soc. of the Brothers in Unity of Yale 

College. 8vo. 
Catalogue of the Library of the Livonian Soc. of Yale College. 8vo. 

By William F. Poole. 

Annual Report of the Committee on Harvard University. Svo. 

do do of the Div. School Harv. Univ. Svo. 

do do to visit Harvard University. Svo. 

do of the Lawrence Scientific School. Svo. 

do of the Law School. Svo. 

Addresses on the Inauguration of President Sparks, i'vo. 

By President Sparks. 

• 
The National Intelligencer, 1821 & 2, & 1824-1838. 18 vols. fol. 

Census of the United States for 1840. fol. 

Statistics accompanying the census for 1840. fol. 

Loosey's Laws of Patents in all countries. Svo. 

Verhandlungen d. niedosterreichischen Gewerb-Vereins, 1840-1848. 

mit namen Register, 16 pts. Svo. 

Zeitschrift d. niederosterreichischen Gewerb-Vereins, pr. 1849. Svo. 

By S. B. Ruggles. 

Oehlenschlager's Levnet fortalt of hanself. 2 vols. 12mo. 
Nyerup Karakteristik of Christian IV. 12mo. 

By Theodore Sedgwick. 

Imperial Dictionary of Chma, in Chinese. 32v. Svo. 

Bible and Psalms in Chinese, Dr. Morrison's translation, 22v. Svo. 

New Testament in Chinese, Dr. GutzlaflF's translation. Svo. 

St. Mathew' s Gospel in do. with notes by Dean. Svo. 

McYickar's Political Economy trans, into Chinese. Svo. 

The Four Books, (Chinese classics.) 

By W. A. Macy. 

Remarks on the publication and circulation of the Scriptures. 8vo. 
Remarks on Public Libraries. Svo. 

By the Author, George Livermore. 
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Accounts of Discoveries in the West until 1519, and of voyages to 
and along the Atlantic coast of N. America. 1520 — 1573. 8vo. 

By the Author, C. Robinson of Virginia. 

Virginia Historical Registers. 3v. 8vo. 

By G. A. Meyers. 

Poems by H. Wadsworth Longfellow, Large Paper. 6 v. 8vo. 

By the Author. 

Reports of the Commissioner of the Patent Office, 1843 & 1845. 
1848. 

By the Commissioner of Patents. 

Demetrius's modern Greek & Turkish Lexicon. 4to. 

ByF.L. Hawks. 

Ksempfer Beschryving van Japan, fol. 

By J. R. Brodhead. , 

Bush on the Soul, or Inquiry into Scriptural Psychology, 8vo. 
The Hierophant, or Monthly Journal of Sacred Sjmbols. 8vo. 

By George Bush. 

McCalPs History of Georgia. 2v. 8vo. 

Collections of the Georgia Historical Society. 2v. 8vo. 

Harris's Memoirs of Oglethorpe. 8vo. 

Steven's History of Georgia, vol. 1. 8vo. 

By H. H. McAllister. 

GreenleaPs History of the Churches of New-York. 18mo. 

By E. French. 

Congressional Globe, vol. 21, p. 11, and Appendix p. 1. 11. 2v. 4to. 

Philip on Protection and Free Trade. 12mo. 

Reports of the Secretary of the Treasury on Finance. 8vo. 

do do on the condition of the Banks in the U. S. 8vo. 

By J. G. King. 

A winter in Madeira, and a summer in Spain and Florence. 12mo. 

By W. Holdridge. 
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-Costumes Moeurs et usages de la Cour de Bourgoy »e, sons le lUgAe 

de Philippe III, dit le Bod. Livriasons, 1-^. 
Letters of the Ancients. 12mo. 

By A. Pell. 

DocamentB connected with the History of Ludlow and the Lord'i 
Marchers. Edited by the Hon. R. H. Clive, M. P. 8to. 

By R. H. Clive, M. P. 

New and complete Dictionary of terms of Art, Eng. &. Dutch. 4to. 

By J. A. Dix. 
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m SENATE, FEB. 2, 1852. 



ANNUAL REPORT 
Of the Trustees of the Astor Libraryi for the year 1S51. 

3fb ihe Legislature of the State of J^Teio^York: 

The trustees of the Astor Library in obedience to their act of 
incorporation, make this their third 

REPORT. 

Since the date of the last report, the trustees have steadily prose- 
cuted to completion, their library edifice, and it is now all but 
finished. 

By the terms of the contract with the builders, the building was to 
liaTe been fully completed by the first day of April, 1853, .but. the 
tinusual severity of the present winter has induced the trustees to per- 
mit a short delay, which may retard the final completion of the edi- 
fice for thirty or sixty days beyond the time agreed. The trustees 
may also deem it prudent for the more thorough safety of the books, 
to delay putting them on the shelves, until the close of the coming 
•oinmer. The trustees confidently expect to be able to open the 
library in the new building, by the first of September next. 

. The amount expended upon the building, up to the first day of 
January, 1853, including the cost of the site, is $93,930«87. 

JXiriDg the last year, the trustees have proceeded actively in pur- 
diasing additional books. For that purpose, the superintendent, Dr 

[Senate, No. 20.] 1 [u. n. 500 T.] 
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Cogswell, has again visited Europe, where he has made very exten- 
sive and valuable additions to the library. A more particular state- 
ment of what he has accomplished, will appear by his* report, of 
which a copy is hereto appended and marked A. It will readily be 
perceived by that report, that the constant changes which the library 
is undergoing, render it inexpedient, at present, to publish a cata- 
logue of books, which must necessarily be incomplete and unsatis- 
factory. A copy, however, of the valuable index or manual, pre- 
pared by the superintendent, and mentioned in his report, is deposi- 
ted in the State Library at Albany. 

The total number of volumes purchased up to the first of January, 
1852, is between fifty-five and sixty thousand. The amount expend- 
ed up to that date in the purchase of books^ is $62,562.26. 

Of the legacy of four hundred thousand dollars, left by Mr. Astor, 
the trustees have yet received only the two first instalments, being 
$266,666.66. The two remaining installments of $66,666.66 each,, 
are not payable until the 29th days of March, 1852 and 1853. 

The annual report of the treasurer, Daniel Lord, Esq., of which a 
copy marked B, is hereto annexed, will exhibit the funds, securities, 
and disbursements of the library, as existing on the first day of 
January, 1852. 

J^ew-York, Jan. 29th, 1852. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WM. B. ASTOR, 

President pro tern. 
Samuel B. Rugglgs, Secretary^ 



:• T*,-- .■■• 



(A.) 

REPORT 

Of Joseph G, Cogswell, Superintendent referred to in 

the preceding report. 

The superintendent of the Astor Library respectfully submits to 
the trustees of the same the following report of the progress made 
during the year 1851, in adding to its collection of books and its 
present condition in that respect. 

In accordance with a vote of the trustees, passed at a meeting 
held on the nineteenth day of February 1851, authorizing me to visit 
Europe to buy books for the library to the amount of twenty-five 
thodsand dollars, I took ship for England as soon aAer as practica- 
ble, and immediately on landing repaired to London to begin the 
work assigned to me. Finding the prices of books much advanced 
since my last visit there, in 1849, I did not think it expedient to 
buy largely until I had tried the book marts of the continent, and on 
that account I remained only a short time in London before I passed 
over to Brussels and Paris, and thence onward to Florence and Rome. 
In the course of the summer my search was extended through most 
of the great cities of Europe, from Rome, on the south, to Stockholm 
on the north, with a view to collect in each the books there publish- 
ed, which I could not be sure of meeting with elsewhere. The result 
of the tour was an addition to the library of many thousand volumes, 
selected from the best productions in science and literature in all ^ 
languages, which could not have been obtained in any other way, in 
the same time and for the same money, ft satisfied me, however, 
that London and Paris are the best fields of operation for a buyer of 
books, to a large amount in single copies, when he can take time 
for it. By waiting and watching one may have an opportunity of 
obtaining almost any bo<k that can be named, in one or the other 
of these two great cities, in the course of a year or two, and the 
same remark will soon be true of New-York. But if little or noth- 
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log, in point of cost, was gained by the wide survey, in many other 
respects it was serviceable to the library. It enabled me to form a 
personal acquaintance with the leading book sellers in the places 
visited, made me more familiar with the book trade, and with the 
libraries abroad, and afforded me an opportunity of making our own 
institution more widely known than it had been before. It was very 
gratifying to hear men like Humboldt, and Bunsen and Lepsios 
speak of it as an institution, in which the world was interested, and 
to find many persons desirous of offering some valuable volume or 
volumes to enrich its collection. Within a few years a great number 
of iipportant and costly scientific, statistical and historical works 
have been published by direction and at the expense of the different 
governments of Europe, which we might have gratuitously, I have 
DO doubt, if application were made for them through the proper 
channel. This expectation is based on the fact that the Astor library 
is universally free to foreigners as well as citizens, and on this ground 
it is especially entitled to favor. In the few instances in which the 
request has been made, it was promptly granted. Through the kind- 
ness of the Right Honorable Edward Ellice, M. P., application 
was made, in behalf of the library to the Record Commission, for 
the volumes of documentary history, published under their direction 
at the cost of the British government, and an order immediately 
obtained for every work of which any copies remained on hand. 
With like readiness, the important statistical works published by the 
Danish government were given to the library, on application through 
JusTiTSRAAD BoLLiNG. Through our minbters abroad, we might 
apply to the other governments for similar documents not yet ob- 
tained. 

A considerable part of the books bought in Europe the past year, 
being either not yet arrived or not yet unpacked, and consequently 
not verified by invoice, I cannot now lay before the trustees a parti- 
cular specification of the purchases. The whole sum, $25,000, ap* 
propriated to this purpose by a vote of the trustees referred to, has 
been expended, and I have ventured to exceed the limit by about 
five thousand dollars, having had a very favorable opportunity for 
buying an additional number of books to that amount. The whole 
expenditure for the year, therefore, is thirty thousand dollars. For 
this sum the library obtains an addition of twenty-eight thousand 
volumes, if counted as they were published, but as in binding two or 
more are often reduced to one, the actual number, as now bound, 
does not much exceed twenty-five thousand volumes. These, with 
the volumes previously collected, make the whole number now be- 
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longing to the library nearly, if not quite, sixty thousand volumes* 
if counted as first mentioned, or not far from fifty-five thousand as 
they will stand on the shelves. The forming of so large a collec- 
tion would have been attended with great difficulty, as well as labor, 
without the aid of the alphabetical list or index, which was prepar- 
ed and submitted to the trustees early the last year. With this ma- 
nual in hand, it could readily be seen, both what books the library 
already possessed, and what additions had been proposed to be first 
made. The copies laid before the trustees were marked so as to 
show what had been obtained, and similar marks now to be prefixed 
will show the acquisitions since made. This index, interleaved, may 
serve as an inventory of the library, until the collection shall be 
more nearly completed, and a perfect catalogue prepared. The ad- 
ditions in manuscript now amount to about two thousand volumes 
The principle on which this list was formed, made it a safe and in 
general a sufficient guide. The wants of the community, as far as 
ascertained, was the ground work of the selection, and next the sup- 
plying of deficiencies in the previously existing libraries of the city. 
The selection has been made with due regard to the claims of every 
department of learning, and without giving preference to any one 
to the prejudice of another. I make this statement with great con- 
fidence, knowing how uniformly it has been my aim. But as books 
in some departments are much more costly than in others, and as it 
is in the most costly that the wants are greatest, large sums have 
necessarily been applied to works of that description, including thoscf 
on civil engineering, public improvements, architecture, and the arts 
generally, and the voluminous accounts of the voyages and researches 
for scientific, geological and archaeological discoveries. All of these 
belong to the class of subjects of particular interest in the present 
day, and form an indispensable part of the collections of a public 
library. Ours is now rich in them. It is also well provided with 
the transactions of the learned societies ; with works on natural his* 
tory in all its divisions ; on the mathematical and physical sciences ; 
on civil history and its kindred branches, with good collections in 
general literature, both ancient and modern, and is approaching to- 
wards a full apparatus of grammars, vocabularies, dictionaries, and 
other facilities for acquiring the various languages of the earthj 
The last named class is becoming one ot great importance to Ame- 
ricans. The position we now occupy brings us into near relation 
with countries formerly the most remote, and makes the study of lan- 
guages one of practical utility as well as of necessity, for the learn- 
ed inquirer into the origin and affinities of the various tribes of the 
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human race. It may be thought, perhaps, that the ledrfied profes- 
sions have not been borne in mind, as fully as the other departments 
in our collection as thus far formed, but it should be recollected that 
the libiary is bound to preserve its character as a general one, and 
hence cannot be expected to be made as complete in any speciality, 
as those which are established exclusively for such a purpose. It 
may be added, that it has repeatedly invited suggestions from pro- 
fessional gentlemen, of books by them deemed valuable and desirable 
in the collection, and that when made they have invariably been at- 
tended to. As respects the completion of special departments, it may 
be remarked that this desirable condition of the library can only be 
hoped for when they shall be made the objects of the fostering care 
of individuals whose studies and tastes are so directed. The funds 
of the library cannot properly be so applied, until it is brought much 
nearer completion as a general collection. Acting under this con- 
Tiction, and knowing the necessity of a complete bibliographical 
apparatus for the proper performance of my own duties, I asked to 
be allowed to provide for the speciality of my own individual charge; 
it was kindly granted to me, and I have now the satisfaction of 
seeing the object so nearly accomplished that the collection is en- 
titled to be called a well furnished bibliographical library. A thou- 
sand volumes have been added to it during the past year, and its 
whole number is now above two thousand. 

A summary of a few words will exhibit the exact present condi- 
tion of that part of the affairs of the library which is placed under 
my more immediate superintendence. The collection of books to 
constitute the library, in its original formation, is now about half 
made, and the unexpended portion of the fund set apart by the will 
of the founder for this distinct purpose, will probably increase its 
number of volumes so as to give it a tiundred thousand when com- 
pleted. In what remains to be done, a great service would be ren- 
dered to the library, if gentlemen conversant with books would send 
in lists of such as they desire to see added to it. In another way 
much may be done for its benefit. We want the ])<i!*ic documents 
and State papers, both of Conc^ress and the individual states, and 
may we not hope that they will be furnished gratuitously by legis- 
lative acts? Our American library is already very respectable in 
point of numbers, in the early histories and original authorities. The 
more recent works of every kind, would be very acceptable to it. 

Before closing this report, I beg to be permitted to say a word in 
relation to the library edifice* On examining it since my return 
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from Europe, I find that although it may easily be completed in 
time to receive the books by the first of May, as was intended, the 
walls cannot be dry enough to make it safe to place them there. 
They will require the drying of a whole summer before the building 
<;an be occupied as a library, 

' A list of donations to the library is subjoined. It will be seen 
that the number is increasing, but stil] far less, I presume, than may 
reasonably be expected when the library edifice shall be opened, and 
the influence of a fine array of books be felt upon the community. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOSEPH G. COGSWELL, 
Supmntendent of the Jlftor Library. 
Jfew-Yorky Jan. 29, 13£2. 



DONATIONS 
To the JistoT Ubrwry^ during the year 1851. 

Catalogue of the Mercantile Library in New-York, 8vo. 

By the Mercantile Lilnrary Association* 

Astronomical observations, toI. 2, 1851, 4to. 

By the National Observatory, Washington* 

History of the Indian tribes of the United States, p. 1, 1851, 4to» 

By L. Lea, Commissioner of Indian affairs. 

Annual report of the Regents of the University, for 1851, 8vo. 

By the Regents of the University* 

Documentary history of New-York, vol. 3, 1850. 

By the Regents of the University. 

Smithsonian contributions to knowledge, vol. 11, 4to. 1851. 

By the Smithsonian Institute. 

Ticknor's history of Spanish Literature, eng. ed., 3 vol. 8vo. 

By George Ticknor, esquire. 

Catalogue of maps and surveys in the public offices at Albany v. 1, 8vo. 

By A. G. Johnson, deputy Sec*y. of State. 

Binney's terrestrial mollusks and shells of the United State 2 vol. 8vo. 

A. A. Gould and D. H. Storer. 

A history of the Massachusetts general Hospital. 

By N. A. Bowditch. 

Mac Gregorys commercial tariffs and regulations, 4 vol. 4to. 
Report of the officers of the railway department in G. Britain, Fol. 
Finance accounts of Great Britain for 1844, Fol* 
Compte generale de 1' administration de justice, 1833, 4to. 
Tableau des marchandizes &c., Tarif generale, 1835, 4to. 
Enquete relative a diverses prohibitions des produits, 3 vol. 4to. 
Propositions de lois de depenses et recettes, 2 vol. 4to. 
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Recueil de documents ^tisqnes, torn 1. 1837, 4to. 

Administration generate des ponts et chaussees, 14 to). 4to. 

Resum6 statistique de V administration des mines, 13 vol. 4to. 

Compte rendu des travaux, 1837 et 1839, 2 ▼• 4to. 

Recueil de lois des finances, 10 vols. 8vo. 

Ravinet, code des ponts et cbauss^es, 1666, 1828, 3 toIs. 8yo. 

D'Aubuisson, Trait6 hydraulique, 8vo. 

Cerclet, Code des chemins de fer, 8vo. 

Genieys' recueil des tables a V usage des ing^ni^urs, Svo. 

Navier, r^m6 des ]e9ons sur la m^canique, 8to. 

Tupinier, rapport sur le material de la marine, 8ro. 

Annuaire de 1' economic politique, 1844-7, 4 toIa. 12vo. 

Perronet, description des ponts de Neuilly avec atlas, Fol. 

Bondelet, de P art de batir, 6 vols. 4to., avec atlas en folio. 

Flachat, histoire du canal Caledonien, 4to. 

Minard, lemons ^r les chemins de fer, 4to. 

Bmyeres, 6tudes relatives a V art des constructions, Fol. 

lyAngeviUe, essai sur la statistique de la population Francaise, 4to. 

Navier, rapport et m^moire sur les ponts inispendus, 4to. et Fol. 

Vicat, description du pont suspendu k Argental 4to. 

Belidor, architecture hydrauliqucy 4to. 

Brisson, essai sur. la navigation int^rieure de la France, 4to. 

Oenieys, sur les moyens de conduire les eaux, avec atlas 2 v. 4to. 

Wood, traits pratique des chemins de fer, 2 vols. 4to. 

Ecole royale des ponts et chauss^es, cours des professurs lithographi^i 

7 vol. Fol. 
Documents statistiques sur la France, 4to. 
Archives, statistiques des travaux publiques, 4to. 
Statistique de France, 1837-9, 3 vols. 4to. 
Tableau d^cennal du commerce de la France, 2 vols. 4to. 
Tableau g^n^rale du commerce de la France, 5 vols. 4to. 
Tableau des movements du Cabotage, 4to« 
Annales des* travaux publiques de Belgique, 3 vols. 8vo, 
De Rive, canaux et rivieres de la Belgique et de la France, 8vo« 
Canalization de 1' Escaut et de la Lys, fol. 
Peage des routes, 1837-8, fol. 
Rapport du Ministre Beige de travaux publiques, foL 
La navigation de la Belgique vers Paris, fol. 
La Meuse, 6 vols, in 4, fol. _^ 

Rapport sur le chemin de fer Beige, 9 vols. fol. 
Travaux publiques en Belgique, 1830-39, Svo. . 
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Simons et de Bidder, le chemin de fer Beige, 8vo. 

Canal de Charleroi, fol. 

Votes navigables en Belgique, fol. 

Chemin de fer, Sambre et Neuse, 4 vols. foL 

Defrichement des Bruyeres de la Campine, foL 

Rapport sur la chemin de fer de Geneve, 4to« 

Rapport du Pref^t de la Seine, 1846, 4to. 

Strada ferrata Leopolda da Firenza a Livorno, Svo. 

Von Reden, die Eisenbahner Deutschlands, Svo. 

Von Reden Handels und Gewerbs Geographie, 8vo* 

Becher die Ergebnisse des Handels, 8vo. 

Kalendar fiir den Berg und Hatten Mann, Svo. 

Von Herder der tiefe Meissner Erbstolln, Svo. 

Baeyer nivellement Zuischen Swinemiinde u. Berlin, Svo. 

Watterson and Van Zandts statistical tables, 4to. 

Census of pensioners of the United States, 1S41, 4ot. 

Huerne de Pommense, des canaux navigables, 2 v« 4to. 

Tarb^ de Vauxcairs, Dictionnaire des travaux publies, 4to. 

In all, 152 vols., by Samuel B. Ruggles, esq. 

Congressional Globe and Appendix for 1S60-51. 
Patent Office Report for 1S50-61. 

By Hon. J. G. King. 

Patent Office Report — ^Mechanical, for 1S50-51. 

By T. Ewbank, esq. 

Halliwell, Mss. rarities of Cambridge. 

By J. O. Halliwell, esq. 

Rotulorum Originalium Abbreviatio. 3 vols. foL 

Rotuli literarum clausarum et patentium. 3 vols. fol. 

Placitonim Abbreviatio temp. Richard i I. fol. 

Monumenta Historic Brittannise. fol. 

Ancient Laws of England and of Wales. 2 vols. fol. 

Rotuli Chartarum in turri Londini. fol. 

Registrum &c., or Records of Caernarvon, fol. 

Documents on English History, 13th and 14th centuries, fol. 

Reports of Record Commissioners, fol. 

Notes for history of the public departments, fol. 

Kalendars and Inventories of the Exchequer. 3 vols. fol. 

Rotuli Curiae Regis. 2 vols. Svo. 

Rotuli de Oblatis et finibos. Svo. 

Rotuli Noimanniae. S vo. 
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Etcerpta e Rotulis Hhiuin. 2 toIs. 8vo. 

Fines sive pedes fiDium. 2 vols. 8 to. 

Documents, &c., on the history of Scotland, vol. 1. 8ro. 

Great Rolls of the Pipe. 8vo« 

Introduction to Valor Ecclesiasticus. 8vo. 

Modus tenendi parliamentum. 8vo. 

Issues of the Exchequer. 3 vols. 8vo. 

In all 34 volumes, by the Record Commission of Great Britain. 

Museo Campagna. Antiche Opere in Plastica. 2 vols. fol. 

By the Marquis Campana, of Rome. 

Dissertazlone intorno ad un sepolcro dissotterato nella vigna del 
conte Lozano Argote. 4to* 

By the Chevalier L. Grefi, of Rome. 

Notes on the Cathedral Libraries of England. 

By W. Botfield, Esquire. 

Bossange. Catalogue des livres, avec trois supplements. 4 vols. 8vo. 

By Mons. H. Bossange, of Paris. 

Catalogue of the Manchester Free Library. 4to. 

By E. ^Edwards, of Mandiester. 

.Phipp's Original and Present State of Man, from Washington's Li- 
hnLTjf with Washington's autograph. 

By H. Stevens, of London. 

ffiiblographie Voltarienne. 8vo. 

Notices biblographique des ouvrages de M. de la Mennais. 8vo. 
^misBions et Bevues du Livre intitule La Litterature Francaise con- 
teo^poraine. 8vo. 

By Mons. Querard, of Paris. 

{^Pickering's Races of Man, to which is prefixed an analytical ifjfnop- 
sis of the natural history of man, by John C. Hall. 

By Henry G. Bohn, of London. 

TThe Itinecary of Benjamin, Rabbi of Tudela, translated and edited by 

A. Asher. 
^^Biblogmphical Essay on the Scriptores rerum Germanicarum, by A. 

Asher. 

' By A. Asher, of Berlin. 

iTabeller ever Kongeriget Danmark's uitgivet af den anordnede Com« 
.jaission, 1835- '49 19 vols. fol. 



Statistiscfaes Tabellen Werk iiber Schleswig und Holstein. 2 vols. 

fol. 
Statistik Tabelvaerk, ny Raekke, 4to., 1850. 
Den nye Mafricul foe jordesendomme i Danmark, 1844, fol. 
Statistik Tabelvaerk uitgivet af Fioants Ministeriel. 1848. fol 

In all 27 volumes, by the Danish Government. 

Morning Star, Vol. III.| in the Tamil language. 4ta 
Knight & Spaul ding's English and Tamil Dictionary. Svo. 
Rhenius' Grammar of the Tamil language. Svo. 
The same abridged. 18 mo. 
Hymn Book in the Tamil language. 8va 
Watt's Scriptmre History, in Tamil. Svo. 
Phrase Book in English and Tamil. 12mo. 
Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, in the Madras dialect 12mo. 
Help to the English language, for those who speak the Murathee. 
Five dementary books in the Thai or Siamese language. 
The New Testament in the ancient Armenian. 2 vols. 18mo. 
The Psalter in ancient Armenian. 18 mo. 
'the Mew Testament, in Modem Armenian. 12mo. 
Gallaudet's child's Book of the Soul in do. 18mo. 
Arithmetic in modern Armenian. 12 mo. 
The New Testament, in Armeno Turkish. 12mo. 
' By the American Board of Cominissionehi for Foreign Missions. 

• • ■ f . . : 

De Imitatione J. Christi, in Arabic. 12mo. 

Four elementary books in modern Greek. 

Grammar of Wepongwe language. 8va 

The Bible in the Hawaiian language. Svo. 

Six elementary books in do. 

The Dahkota first reading book. 18mo. 

The Gospel of St. Matthew in Cherokee characters. l8mo. 

The four Gospels in the Cherokee language. 12mo. 

Two elementary books in the Choctaw. 

The Gospel of St. Matthew in the Ojibwa. 12mo. 

Hymn Book in the Ojibwa. l8mo. 

The Peep of Day, in the same. 18mo. 

Four elementary books in Arabic and other oriental languages. 

Tracts in the Murathee language. 2 vols. 12mo. 

Hebrew Bible. 2 vols. 4to. 

In all 50 volumes by the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions. 
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STATEMENT 

q/iiie eamlaion tf lih^/unds dnd prape^y of Wthik^is'6/%$''''^ 

Astor%ilh'dryj December 31, 1861. " 



DR. 

The endowment for the building, $76,000 00 

For establishing the library, 120,000 00 

For maintaining and increasing, ---— • 206,000 00 

$400,000 00 

Donation by Dr. Cogswell, 1,029 90 

Premium accoant balaiice, being gain on the stocks 

taken in payment of instalment,---- --•--. 1,976 37 

Balance of interest account, - -— 8,165 55 

$411,171 82 

i\> . CR. 
Balance legacy not yet due in the hands of Mr. As- 
ter's executors, - $133,333 34 

Stock of U. S. loan, 1847, - 14,000 00 

BocAsatcost, $36,008 17 

Amouiit for purchase of books expend- 
ed in Europe by superintendent,- -• • 26,664 09 

62,662 26 

Real estate site,-*-—- $26,000 00 

Payments on building, - 50,000 00 

Advance to builders on bond, 16,000 00 

Glass for roof, additional, 3,930 87 

93,930 87 

Bonds and mortgages, New-York, Albany and Brook- 
lyn, — — 100^000 00^ 

Shelving for books, on account, - ---•-*. 2,000 00 

Contingent expenses, - -—.---.--- 3,4iB6 56 

Baring, Brothers & Coi, bankers in London, balance 

inhand, JBII, 78, 6d, say 67 ^3 

Cash in National bank,--- 1,821 97 

$*! 1,171 Si ' 



•-* ' 



The income of th*e amoimt of the price of the site not having yet 
been accepted by the devisees, except by Mrs. DeNottbeck, is in- 
vested in bonds and mortgages; so far as securities have presented 
themselves and remains in charge of the executors of Mr. Astor, and . 
with its accumulations, now amounts, with the ca- 
pital, to the sum of |28,862 93 

Invested in bonds and mortgages, $25,834 66 

Deposited in Trust company, - 2,171 34 

Cash in executors' hands,- ---••••-•• 866 93 

128,862 93 

DANIEL LORD, Treasurer. 
E. E. — January 28^A, 1852. 



STATEMENT 

Of receipts and expenditures of the trustees of the Astor Library in 

1851. 

Receipts : 

January. Cash from 1850, $1,661 23 

23. Interest, 280 00 

February. " 542 50 

March. New- York Life and Trust Co., 

deposit drawn, $2,873 05 

Interest, $21.26, - - - 24 26 

U. S. stock sold, $10,500, -- 10,500 00 
Premium and interest, 1,653 75 

15,051 06 

April. Interest, 210 00 

May. U. S. stock sold, $3,000, $3,000 00 

Premium and interest, $517.50,* 517 50 

U. S. stock sold, $1,000, princi- 
pal and interest, $188.75,--- 1,188 75 
Interest, $300, $325, ^ 626 00 

5,331 25 

June. Interest, $300, $596, $435, 1,331 00 

July. Interest (on $13,500 U. S. stock) $1,305 00 

U. S. stock sold, $2,500, pre- 
mium and interest, $409.38,- 2,909 38 

4,214 38 



> , •. 



No ;»*J 16 

August. Interest,|525,f 280, 1184.60, $989 60 
U. S. stock sold, $8,000, pre- 
mium and interest, $1,140, 9,140 00 



10,129 60 
September. U. S. stock sold, $4,000, premium and 

interest, $762.50, 5,762 60 

October. U. S. stock sold, $2,000, pre- 
mium and interest, $320, $2,320 00 
U. S. stock sold, $3,500, pre- 
mium and interest, $533,75, 4,033 75 
Interest, 210 00 



November. U. S. stock sold, $4,600, 

pre. and int, $763.75, 6,253 75 

Interest, 300 00 

December. Int.,$630,$435,$325,$300, 1,690 00 

" on $ 18,000 U. S. stock, 

$540, 640 00 

U. S. stock sold, $4,000 

premium, $650, 4,650 00 



6,563 76 



12,433 76 
$63,610 92 



(The interest on the bonds and mortgages is fully paid up.) 

Expenditures. 

Jan. Books, $12 96 

Freight, 4 80 

Wages, 25 00 



Feb. Books, $407.20, $305. 26, $7 12 46 

Rent, $275, salary sup't., $625, 900 00 

Wages, $25, 25 00 



$42 76: 



1,637 46 



Mar. Builders, on contract, - 16,000 00 

Apr. Wages, 2 months, $60, postages, $0.40, 60 40 

May. Rent, $275, pre. fire ins , $75,- $350 00 

Baring, Brothers & Co., ($3,445 

60, $1,968.89,) 6,419 39 



6,764 39 

June. Baring, Brothers & Co., - - 1,230 66 



16 [ft»419 . r/ 

July. Salary architect $3Q0,wages $50, 360 00 

Baring, Brothers & Co., 14,174 45 

4,624 46 

Aug* Rent $275, fire ins. (SO, croton 

water $14, $339 00 

Builders, on contract, 10,000 00 

• 10,339 00 , 

Sept. Wages $50, (2 months,) $50 00 

Baring, Bro. & Co., 5,647 78 

. 5,697 78 

Oct. Shelving for books in building,- 2,000 00 

Wages, 2 months, $50, 50 00 

Glass for roofing, extra, — --• 3,930 87 

5,980 87 

Nov. Rent $275, 276 00 

Dec. Baring, Bro. & Co., ($6,138.88, 

$4,686.55,) Sl0,825 43 

Wages $50, insurance $270.85, 320 85 

. 11,146 28 

$61,688 95 
Balance cash in bank, 1,821 97 



$63,510 92 



DANIEL LORD, Treasurer. 
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IN ASSEMBLY, FEB. 1, 1853. 



ANNUAL REPORT 
Of the Trustees of the Astor Library, for the year 1852. 

To the Legislature of the State of New- York: 

The Trustees of the Aster Library, in obedience to their act 
of incorporation, make tbia their fourth 

ANNUAL REPOET. 

The library edifice mentioned in their preceding reports has been 
duly completed within the last year, with its shelving and most 
of its other appurtenances, and is a verj solid structure. It would 
be entirely ready and fit to receive the books already acquired, 
but for the apprehension that walls of such thickness may re- 
quire a delay until the opening of the coming spring, before it 
would be entirely safe to expose the books to the possible effects 
of dampness. Experience has shown, in similar structures, that 
the dampness, which in an ordinary building would be almost im- 
perceptible, may prove very injurious to a library. 

In view, therefore, of the great value of the books, embracing 
numerous works illustrated by costly engravings, and peculiarly 
liable to injury by moisture, the Trustees have resolved not to 
place the books on the shelves until April next. They are quite 
confident, however, of being able to open the library in their new 
building to the use of the public by the first of May next. 

The amount expended on the building, exclusive of the cost 
of the site, and of shelving for books, up to the first of January, 
1853, is 873,930 .87. 



Tae total aniDant expanded to that date for books, is 
$75,262 55. 

The total number of volumes now acquired is between sixty 
and sixty-five thousand volumes. The Superintendent, Dr. Jo- 
seph G. Cogswell, has again gone to Europe to make further pur- 
chases, and those he expects to complete by the first of April 
next. 

The sum which the Trustees have authorized him to expend 
in the present visit, is twenty-five thousand dollars. If he shall 
continue to experience the same success which has hitherto attend- 
ed his efforts to purchase valuable books at economical rates, the 
present appropriation will add to the Library at least fifteen if not 
twenty thousand volumes. 

The Trustees therefore expect to open the Library to the pub- 
lic with at least eighty thousand volumes carefully and well se- 
lected, and many of them of rare and costly character, while the ' 
total pecuniary outlay will not exceed one hundred thousand dol- 
lars. The success of their Superintendent, in this respect, has 
been very gratifying to the Trustees. The average cost, by the 
volume, of the books in the library of Congress at Washington, 
lately destroyed, exceeded four dollars; while that of the books 
in the Astor Library, in no respect inferior either in value or 
rarity, will hardly, if at all, exceed one dollar and twenty-five 
cents. 

The legacy of Mr. Astor prescribes that one hundred and 
twenty thousand dollars shall be expanded, in the first instance, 
in purchasing books, and the nett income of one hundred and 
eighty thousand dollars, after defraying current expenses, in con- 
tinuing the collection. The residue of the one hundred and 
twenty thousand dollars (being about twenty thousand dollars) 
will be steadily and carefully expended in supplying deficiences 
in the various departments of science and letters. 

A list is appended hereto of the donations made to the Library 
during the year 1852. 

The rapid rate of increase in the Library adverted to in the 
last Annual Report, rendering it difficult if not useless to pre- 



pare and print a catalogue of the books, still continues. The Trus- 
ts "s hope, however, to furnish an alphabetical index, on the open- 
ing of the librarj^ to the public, sufficient in its present state for 
the use of those resorting to it. 

Of the legacy of $400,000 left by Mr. Astor, the Trustees 
have duly received $333,333 33. The remaining installment of 
$66,666 66 falls due the 29th of March next. 

The Annual Eeport of the Treasurer, of which a copy marked 
A is hereto annexed, truly exhibits the funds, securities, and dis- 
bursements of the Library, as existing on the 1st of January, 1853. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WM. B. ASTOR, 

President pro tern, 
Samuel B. Ruggles, Secretary, 

Nsw-YoRK, January 26th, 1853. 
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(A.) 
STATEMENT 

0/ the condition of the funds and property of the Trustees of the 

Astor Library^ December 81, 1852. 

DR. 

Endowment, Fund for Building, .... $16,000 00 

" for Library, .... 120,000 00 

" for maintaining and in- 
creasing it, . . . 205,000 00 

$400,000 00 

Donation by Dr. Cogswell, 1,029 90 

Premium account, gain on the stocks transferred on 

the first installment, 3,462 8t 

Amount of Mr. Cogswell's account for books purchased, 

balance, 6,168 66 

Interest account, balance accumulated, 12,551 33 

Special account, for the issue of Mrs, Langdon, on ac- 
count of site, 30,154 6T 

$452,367 33 
CR. 

Balance Legacy not yet due, $66,666 6t 

Stock United States debt of 1847, par, 4,500 00 

Real estate, site, $25,000 00 

Payments on building, 55,000 00 

Advance to builders, 15,000 00 

95,000 00 

Glass for roof, extra, 3,930 87 

Shelving for books, 9,00000 

Bonds and mortgages on improved productive lots in 

New-York, Brooklyn, and Albany, 157,600 00 

Books, without including charges of freight, insurance, 

agency, etc., 76,364 40 

The executors of Mr. Astor, for the price of site and 

accumulated interest, 30,154 67 

Expenses, 7,666 03 

Cash in National Bank, 2,684 67 

$462,367 33 

N. B. The value of the donations to the Library has not been 
appraised. 
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STATEMENT 

Of the receipts and expenditures of the Trustees of the Astor Library 

in 1852. f 

RECEIPTS. 

January. Cash in National Bank, . . . $1,821 91 
U. S. stock sold, . . 1,500 00 

" prem. and interest, 241 60 1,747 60 

Interest, 157 60 

$3,726 91 

February. Interest, $157 50, $367 50, $280, 805 00 

United States stock sold, . . . 3,000 00 

" prem. and interest, 476 25 3,476 25 ' 

4,281 25 

March. U. S. stock sold, $500, $1000, . 1,600 00 

" prem. and int., $78 75, $168 75, 247 60 
J. J. Aster's Bxec'rs, advance, 2,000 00 

r^ 3,747 60 

April. J. J. Aster's Exec'rs, payment, 6,934 75 

Interest, . - 210 00 

7,144 76 

May. Temporary advance, W. B. Astor, 1,200 00 

Interest, 300 00 

U. S. stock sold, . . 3,500 00 ^ 
Prem. and int. . 638 75 4,138 75 

bfi^ 7« 

June. Interest, $630, $325, $300, $435, 1,690 00 

July. Interest, $135, $105, $150, $157 60, . . . . 547 60 

August. Interest, $262 50, $280,. 542 60 

Sept. Interest, $158 41, $300, $525, ....... 9^3 41 

October. Interest, $460, $210, • 6^0 ^0 

December. Interest, $630, $325, $300, $300, $435, $135, . 2,125 00 

$31,0rt 51 
The interest on all the mortgages is paid up. 



8 

EXPENDITURES. 

January. Bill on London, acc't of purchases, £1C0, . . $3,431 81 
February. Bill on London, " £300, 1,410 00 

J. W. Smith, shelving Library, . 3,000 00 

Rent, 32 Bond-street, 215 00 

Salary, Mr. Cogswell, last year, 1 qr. 625 00 

5,310 00 

March. Salary, Mr. Cogswell, last year, 1 qr. 625 00 
J. W. Smith, shelving, .... 2,000 00 
Wages, 3 mos. $15, labor, postage, 

etc. $25 98, 100 98 

Carpenter work, 104 59 

2,830 51 

April. Salary of Mr. Cogswell to Mar. 29, 1,250 00 

Cash to him on account of purchases, 

(on his account,) 1,132 23 

2,982 23 

Hay. Cash to Baring, Bro. & Co., in full, 53 25 

Stationery and postage, .... 3 15 

Rent, 215 00 

Cash, 6th instalment on building, . 5,000 00 
Shelving, to J. W. Smith, . . . 2,000 00 
J. G. Cogswell, credited in his acc't 

of books, 1,000 00 

8,332 00 

JFu^e. Salary of Mr. Cogswell, 3 months, 625 00 

Cash paid, temporary loan, Wm. B. 

Astor, 1,200 00 

1,825 00 

August. Rent, . . . . , 215 00 

Sept. Mr. Cogswell's salary to 28th, . . 625 00 

Wages, 5 months, ...... 125 00 

Freight on books, 11 53 

Bookbinder's bills, 154 00 

1,51'> 53 

'October. Cash to Goodhue & Co., in full of 

freights, insurances, custom-house 

charges, paid by them, making no 
. I* charge for commission or interest, ... 1,084 81 
November. Wages, 3 months, 15 00 

Rent, . 215 00 

350 00 
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December. Prem. of insurance on books $210 05, 

building $232 60, $442 55 

Prem. of insurance on books at sea, 23 15 

Wages $25, Carpenter $8 63, . . 33 63 $499 93 

$28,502 88 

Receipts, $31,081 5T 

Expenditures, . . . 28,502 88 

Balance cash in National Bank, $2,584 69 

The Executors of Mr. Aster's will have paid the third installment 
of the endowment of the Library. Part of the payment was made 
in bonds and mortgages, approved by the Committee of the Trustees, 
on improved real estate in the city of New-York. 

The price of the site of the Library edifice remains still in the 
hands of the Executors ; the parties entitled to life estates in such 
site, excepting Mrs. De Nottbeck, not having chosen to receive the 
income. The special account of that fund, and the income, is as 
follows : 

Value set apart for the site, .... $25,000 00 
Accumulation, 5,154 67 

$30,154 6t 
It is invested as follows : 

Bonds and mortgages, . . $25,834 66 
Deposited in New-York Life 

and Trust Co 3,528 27 

Cash, (since deposited,) . . 791 14 

$30,154 67 

DANIEL LORD, Treasurer. 
Nm-Yorkf January 28M, 1853. 
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(B.) 



DONATIONS TO THE ASTOR LIBRARY, 



I>uring the year 1852. 



Gage. New Survey of the West Indies. London, 1648, fol. 

Lambert. History of New-Haven, 12mo. 

Jones. Defence of the Revolutionary History of North Carolina, 12mo. 

La Cruz. Mapa de America Meridional, 1115. 

Drake. Sir Francis Drake Revived. London, 1653, 4to. 

From the Rev. Dr. Hawks. 

• 

Louisiana Historical Collections. P. III. 8vo. 

From B. F. French, Esq. 

Report on the Subject of National Defence, by Gen.Totten, 1851, 8vo. 

From the Author. 

Piedrahita. Historia General de las Conquistas de Nuevo Regno 
de Granada. Amberes, 16*16. 

From W. Irving, Esq. 

Ingraham. Sketch of the Events which preceded the Capture of 
Washington. Philadelphia, 1849, 8vo. 

From the Author. 

Butler. History of Qroton, Mass. Boston, 1848. 

From A. Lawrence, Esq. 

Niirnbcrger Jahrbiicher. 4 Hefte, 4to. 

Das Goldene Ehrenbuch, 16mo. 

Nachrichten zur Geschichte Nurnbergs, 2 vols., 12mo. 

Murr. Beschreibung Niirnbergs, 12mo. 

From R. Dodge. 

Frothingham. History of the Siege of Boston. Boston, 1849, 8vo. 

From the Author. 
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Lothrop. History of the Church in Brattle-street, Boston. Boston, 
1851, 12mo. 

From the Author. 

Catalogue of the Academy Library of Groton, 8vo. 
Catalogue of the Lawrence Academy to 1848, 8vo. 
Catalogue of the Trustees, Instructors, and Students of Lawrence 

Academy, Groton, 1842-43, 1850-51, 
The Rights of the Congregational Churches of Massachusetts, 1821. 
Todd. Sermon at the Dedication of the Union Meeting-House, 

Groton, 1829. 
Extracts from the Revised Statutes of Massachusetts in relation to 

Schools. 
Catalogue of the First Parish Library of Groton, 12mo. 

From S. A. Green, Esq. 

Report on Meteorology, obi. fol. 

From Professor Espy. 

O'Callaghan. Documentary History of the State of New-York, 
Vol. IL, 1850, 4to. 

From the Regents of the University. 

Guide to Northern ArchsBology, translated by the Earl of Ellesmere. 

London, 1848, 8vo. 
Report addressed by the Royal Society of Northern Antiquaries to 

its British and American members. Copenhagen, 1836, 8vo. 
Leitfaden zur nordischen Alterthumskunde, 183*1. 
Amerikas Arctiske Landes gamle Geographie, ved 0. C. Rafh. 

Kjobenhavn, 1845, 8vo. 
Reports of the Society's Meetings, 1845-49-50-51. 
Aper9u des Regions Arctiques de PAmerique, par C. C. Rafn. Oo- 

penhague, 184*1. 
Antiquarisk Tidsskrift, 1843-48, 2 vols. 8vo. 

From the Royal Society of Northern Antiquaries. 

Bancroft. History of the United States, Vol. IV., 8vo. 
Correspondeirce of John, Dtik^ of Bedford, Vol. III., 1846. 

From the Hon. G. Bancroft. 

Catalogue of the Books of the Masonic Institution. Boston, 1852, 8vo. 

From H. Q asset, Esq. 
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Supplement to the Catalogue of the Mercantile Library. 

From the Mercantile Library, New-York. 

Constant. De la Religion, 6 vols. 8vo. Paris, 1824. 
Long Island and New- York in Olden Times. (Newspaper cuttings.) 
Capture and Death of N. Woodhull, by H. Onderdonk, Jr. 
McDoual. History of the Presbytery of Jamaica, New-York, IS 4*1. 

From H. Onderdonk, Jr. 

The International Magazine, Vol. I.-V. ^ 

From Dr. R. W. Griswold. 

Caesaris quae Extant ed. Scaliger. Lugd. Batav. 1635, 24mo. 
Lucan. Pharsalia Studio Renouard. Parisiis, 1195, fol. 

From G. C. Anthon. 

Papers of Gov. Morris, edited by W. A. Whitehead, 8vo. 
Memoirs of a Huguenot Family, compiled by A. Maury. 

From the Hon. J. G. King. 

Pillet-Will. Des Canaux et des Chemins de Fer. Paris, 1837, 

2 vols. 4to. 
Happelius. Thesaurus Exoticorum. Hamburg, 1688, fol. 
Faribault. Catalogue d' Ouvrages sur V Histoire de P Amerique. 

Quebec, 1837, 8vo. 

From J. C. Brevoort, Esq. 

Catalogue of the American Institute Library. 

From the American Institute- 
Original Letters relating to the Ecclesiastical Affairs of Scotland. 
Vol. L, 1603-1614 ; Vol. II., 1615-1625. 2 vols. 4to. Edin- 
burgh, 1851. 

From B. Bosfield, Esq. of London. 

Hieratic Papyrus of Egyptian Kings. 

From the Duke of Northumberland. 

Report of the Secretary of War in relation to the Pension Establish- 
ment of the United States. 1835, 5 vols. 8vo. 

From R. Ward, Esq. 

Collections of the New- York Historical Society, 2d series. Vol. II. 
parts 1 and 2. 

From the New-York Historical Society. 
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Reply to the Strictures of Lord Mahon and others, on the mode of 
editing the writings of Washington. Cambridge, 1852, 8vo. 

From J. Sparks. 

Lynch. OflBcial Report of the United States Expedition to the Dead 
Sea. Washington, 1851, 4 to. ' 

From the Author, 

Memoirs of Robert Troup Paine, privately printed, 4to. 

From his Parents. 

Natural History of New-York, 18 vols. 4to. 

From W. B. Astor. 

Gislason. Dcnsk Orthabck, 4to. 

Justizrath Boiling, of Copenhagen. 

Thesaurus of Karen Knowledge, 4 vols. 8vo. 

Grammar of the Karen Language, by F. Mason, 4to. 

The Morning Star, a monthly publication in the Karen language, 

1844-1850, 4to. 
Astronomy for the Karen schools, 8vo. 
Arithmetic for the Karen schools, 8vo. 
Primary Geography in the Karen language. 
Catechism for Young Classes, in Karen. 
Anglo-Karen Vocabulary, by C Bennet, 8vo. 
Materia Medica and Pathology, in Karen, 12mo. 
Exodus, in Karen, translated by F. Mason. 

From the New-York Lyceum of Natural History. 

A quarto volume of papers and printed scraps relating to America. 

From J. O. Halliwell, Esq, 

Dean. Pictures of Life in England and America, 1821, 12mo. 

From the Author. 

Paine, Martyn. Medical and Physiological Commentaries, 3 vols. 

8vo., New-York, 1840-44. 
*' The Institutes of Medicine, 8vo., 1847. 

" Materia Medica and Therapeutics, 12mo., 1848. 

" On the Soul and Instinct. New-York, 1849, 12mo. 

From the Author. 

Narrative of Alvar Nunez Cabe^a de Vaca, translated by Bucking- 
ham Smith. Washington, 1851, 4to. 

From G. W. Riggs, Esq. 
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A collection of thirty-seven Pamphlets, chiefly relating to Albany. 

From J. Munsell, Esq. 

Smithsonian Contributions to Kjiowledge, Vols. III., IV., 4to. 
Schoolcraft. Indian Tribes of the United States, Vol. II., 4to. 

From the Smithsonian Institution. 

Documentary History of New-York, Vols. I.-IV. 

From the Executive of the State of New-York. 

HUdreth. History of the United States, Vols. IV.-VI., 8vo. 

From Messrs. Harper & Brothers. 

Washington's Farewell Address, from the original manuscript. 

From James Lenox, Esq. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
Of the Trustees of Astor Library for the year 1853. 

AsToa L1BEAEY9 N£w-YoRK| } 
January^ 25, 1854. ) 
To THE Hon. Robeet H, Pruyn, 

Speaker of the Assembly: 

The trustees of the Astor Library beg leave respectfully t<) 
transmit flieir annual report for the year ending December 31st, 
1853« 

WASHINGTON IRVING, President. 
Samuel B. Bugoles, Secretary* 



REPORT. 



The trustees of the Astor Library, in obedience to their act of 
incorporation, respectfully preseait to the liCgidataie, &1S, their 
fifth, 

ANNUAL REPORT. 

Since pres^ting their report to this Legislature in January, 
1853, the library edifice has been completed. The books collect- 
ed, being about 80,000 volumes, have been duly classified and 
^stematically arranged on the shelves, and the library is open to 
the public. The actual use of the books will commence on the 
1st of February, 

The library having readied this 8taget)f its existence, it may be 
useftil briefly to recapitulate its history. 

It was founded by John Jacob Astor, of the city of New-York, 
who, by his will dated August 22d, 1839, bequeathed four hun- 
dred thousand dollars to establish and maintain it. This sum was 
payable in four annual instalments, dating from his death, which 
took pJace the.29th of March, 1848. 

The will committed the management of the fund and of the 
library, to ten individuiQ trustees, to wit : Washington IrvingJ^m. 
B. Astor, Daniel Lord, James G. Xing, Joseph G. Cogswell, Fitz 
Greene Halleck, Henry Brevoort, Samuel B. Ruggles, Samuel 
Ward and Charle& Astor Bristed, to the Chancellor of the State 
of New-York, and the Mi^yor of the city of New-York, ^-officio} 
and it empowered Jhe trustees to fill any vacancies in their body. 
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Five vacancies have occurred since Mr, Astor'a death. The 
office of Chancellor of the State has ceased to exist ; Messrs. Bre* 
voort and King have died ^ Mr. Halleck has resigned > and Mr, 
Ward has removed frcmi the State* 

The Trustees have filled the four latter vacancies by electing 
Mr. John A. Dix, the Rev. Thomas House Taylor, D.D.,Mr. Jas. 
Carson Brevoort, and Dr. Abraham V. Williams, M D.; and 
th^se gentlemen, with Messrs. Irving, Astor, Lord, Cogswell^ 
Buggies, and Bristed, and the Mayor of the city of New- York, ^x- 
officio^ now constitute the Board. 

By the will of Mr. Astor, he directed the trustees to apply for 
an act of incorporation. On the meeting of the Legislature in 
January, 1849, the Governor of the State announced in his Mes- 
sage, that 

** John Jacob Astor, a native of Germany, who lately died at 
an advanced age in the city of New-York, by his will has devoted 

the large, and in this country unprecedented amount, of four 

* 

hundred thousand dollars, to the foundation and perpetual support 
of a library for the free use of the public. I cheerfully recom- 
mend," says he, " the application of the trustees for an act of in- 
corporation, to your enlightened encouragement. The foundation 
of such an institution cannot but be regarded as a striking event 
in the literary history of the State." 

The recommendation of the Governor was promptly carried into 
effect. The Legislature incorporated the trustees, by th« act 
passed January 18th, 1849> being the first of the session. 

Under this act, the trustees were legally organized on the 14th 
day of February, 1849, by electing from their own body Washing- 
ton Irving, President, and Samuel B. Buggies, Secretary. ^ 

They had previously chosen Mr. Joseph G. Cogswell superin- 
tendent of the library. Id truth, Mr. Astor himself, during his 
life, had virtually selected Mr. Cogswell for that important post ; 
and it is but due alike to both to add, that the success of the library 
must be mainly attributed to the wisdom of that selection. 
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In respect to the bequest of 1400,000, the will of Mr. Astor 
directed, and the Legislature required the trustees to expend not 
exceeding $75,000 in erecting the library building, and not ex- 
<^eding $120,000 in purchasing books, <^ with furniture and other 
things appertaining to a library for general use," and to invest 
the residue ($205,000) " as a fund for paying the value of the 
site of the building, and for maintaining and gradually increasing 
the said library, and to defray the necessary expenses of taking 
care of the same, and of the accommodation of persons consulting 
the library.'' 

The testator selected two sites from his lands in Astor Place 
and in Lafayette Place, one of which the trustees were to choose. 
The dimensions of each were the same, 65 feet in front and rear, 
and 120 feet in depth. The site, when chosen, was to be valued 
by his executors, and the amount of valuation deducted from the 
$205,000. The trustees chose the site on La Fayette Place, and 
the executors valued it at $25^000. Deducting this sum from the 
$205,000, there remains $180,000, the annual income of which is 
tp be exclusively applied to the current expenses of the library, 
and its gradual increase. 

After carefully considering numerous plans for the building 
proposed by different architects, and maturing the one finally 
adopted, some delay was experienced in obtaining contracts for 
finishing it, for the $75,000 prescribed by the testator. The 
building was however completed for that sum, in the summer of 
1853, the corner stone having been laid on the 14th day of March 
1850. An additional expenditure of $1590, for groined arches, 
wliich became desirable to render the building more secure from 
fire, was liberally borne by Mr. William B, Astor. 

It was not practicable to include in this $75,000, sundry items 
of expense for equipping the building, including apparatus for 
warming, ventilating and lighting, and the shelves needed for the 
books. The running length of the shelves is between twelve and 
thirteen thousand feet, and they have cost $11,000. The aggre- 
gate of these various items of equipment is $17,141.99. It has 
been paid mainly by surplus interest accruing from the funds 
while the building was in progress, amounting to $16,090.63,^ and 
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the residue by s. premium of |3672.87, which wfts realized from 
the advance in value of U. S. stocks, In which a part of the 
ftmds was temporarily invested ; so that, after paying in full for 
the building and its equipments, the ftind of $180,000 not only 
remains undiminished, but has been increased $2530.88. It is 
wholly invested in mortgages, except $3500 in U. S. stock, changed 
at par, but with 122 per cent in market. There is no interest in 
hrresT on any of the mort^gi^es. 

• 

Of the fund of $120,000, specially devoted to the purchase of 
books, the trustees can not state with entire precision the amount 
expended up to December 31st, 1853, for the ireason given in the 
treasurer's report, that several of the bills and accounts yet re- 
main unliqiiidated. He states, however, the amount actually 
advanced by him to be $91,513.83, and he estimates the un- 
j9ettled bills at $4500, making $96,113.83 in all. This will leave 
an uneiq)ended balafioe of $23,886.17 applicable to further piur- 
ehases of books, in addition to that part of the income of the 
$180,000 to be annually devoted to the gradual increase of the 
library. 

The> number of volumes now purchased and on the shelves is 
about 80,000. The superintendent states that the expenditure of 
tbe remaining $23,886.17 will probably increase the number to 
one hundred thousand. 

It should, however, be understood that in th se 80,000 volumes 
is included a large and very valuable donation of nearly 6000 
volumes, made by Mr. Cogswell, embracing the whole depart* 
ment of bibliography, and including very ipany rare and costly 
works. A small portion of the books required for this depart- 
ment had been purchased at an early day, with the funds of the 
library ; but M!r. Cogswell soon afterwards asked and was allowed 
tiie privilege of refunding that amount, and of paying for all the 
books requiited tk thait department himself. This he has done 
Hccordiagly, and it explains the item of credit appearing in the 
treasurer's account as ^^Donaiionfrom J. G. Cogswell $1,029^/,." 
That sum, however, embraces but a small portion of the cost, and 
«tlll less of the value of the bodks lie has presented. It will be 
Been by his annual ifeport, hereto annexed, thait he prefers not to 
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state the cost ; and the trustees can therefore only report generally 
that his donation has ^founded one whole department in the 
library, and, to that large extent, has augmented the property 
eonfided to their carie. 

tn the same connection they also report, that during the last 
year, Mr. William B. Astor has added to the pecuniary means of 
the library the sum of two thousand five hundred pounds sterling 
— ^by placing that amount at the difi?)Osal of Mr. Cogswell, for 
buying books for a special technological department, to embrace 
every branch of practical industry and the mechanic arts. Of 
this sum, between seven and eight thousand dollars has been 
already expended in books of that class, which are now on the 
shelves, ready for the use of the public. 

The trustees cannot but hope that the Legislature will take 
pleasure in seconding these acts of enlightened liberality by such 
donations of documents, and books published by' the State, as 
may extend still further the usefulness of a library free alike to 
all, and which seeks only to advance the industry, learning and 
research of the community. 

In respect to the fitness of the building, and the character and 
cost of the books it cjontaiiis, the trustees believe that the build- 
ing is suitable to its purpose, and that the books have b^en judi- 
ciously Selected and economically purchased. 

A full, classified catalogue will best enable the Legislature to 
ju(^e of the value of the books. Such a catalogue requires much 
time and labor, but it is in progress; and, when finished and 
printed, a copy will be duly transmitted. 

Meanwhile, some idea may be obtained, both of the books and 
the building, from the following statements which the trustees 
have extracted from an account recently prepared by Mr. Ctogs- 
well. 

The Astor Library is placed in a central and easily accessible 
situation. Lafayette place, on the east side of which it is built, 
communicates with the two great thoroughfares of the city — 
Broadway and the Bowery ; by Great Jones-street at the south, 
Astor place and Eighth-street at the north, and by Fourth-street 
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near the centre. A more appropriate site could not be found in 
New- York. The street has a refined, classic air, and is in a good 
degree exempt from the throng and noise and bustle of business 
streets. The contrast between it and Broadway is so striking in 
this respect, that it is difficult to comprehend that they are in 
such near proximity. 

The library edifice is a plain structure of brick, raised upon a 
lower story of rustic ashler brown stone, somewhat more lofty 
than the neighboring buildings. The style of architecture is the 
Byzantine, and the front is rendered imposing by the deeply re- 
cessed arched doors and windows^ the rich brown stone mould- 
ings and muUions, and still more by the boldly projecting cornice, 
corbels, and entablajtur% all beautifully wrought in the same ma-^ 
terial. On opening the main entrance door, the eye falls at once 
upon a beautiful flight of thirty six broad marble steps, leading 
between straight walls of solid mason work, to the second floor of 
the building, which is the main floor of the library proper. 
These stairs land the visitor at a point about the centre of the 
room, which is a hundred feet in length by sixty-four in width 
and fifty in height. A broad skylight, extending two-thirds its 
length, with a row of huge curved panes of glass on each side, 
and a double sash spreading nearly horizontally across the centre, 
pours in a flood of light from above, which, with that let in 
through the ten broad windows in front and eight in the rear, 
gives an uncommonly cheerful aspect to the apartment. It is 
really beautiful as it is, and will be much more so when the 
glare of its stucco ornaments, and of its gilded balustrades, be- 
colne softened down by ' time. The internal arrangement is a 
very convenient one, and very economical of space. A series of 
seven alcoves or apartments, open in front and rear, fills up the 
space on each side from the side walls to the columns which 
support the roof, leaving corridors two and a half feet in width 
along the walls, by which a communication is established between 
the different parts of tho library. On this plan, the capacity of 
the room for books is more than doubled; that is, for every fifty- 
one wall shelves, there are seventy-two in the alcoves. On no 
other could it be made to contain one hundred thousand volumes, 
as it is now ascertained it will. Each alcove has a light gallery, 
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eleven feet above fhe floor, to give easy access to the higher tier 
of shelves ; and these galleries, extended in front of the wall 
shelves, form a continued corridor from end to end. The room 
within the columns which support the roof, is open from floor to 
skylight, but divided into two stories between these columns and 
the outer walls. In the second story there is a series of alcoves 
exactly corresponding to that on the first, with similar galleries 
above. The part of the library which is divided into alcoves is 
separated from the open area in the centre by a light iron railing. 
This area is provided with reading tables, for those who wish to 
use the books, which are to be handed to them by the assistant 
librarians. The only part of the library above the first floor 
which has not been described, are two small rooms in the north- 
east corner, appropriated to the superintendent : these two rooms 
are not taken from the main building, but formed by carrying up 
a portion of the walls of the projection in the rear* 

A little more than four years have now elapsed since the library 
edifice \^as begun, and it is not yet six months since it was com- 
pleted. In this last interim, the books, now amounting to nearly 
eighty thousand volumes, l^ave been classified, catalogued, and 
systematically arranged upon the shelves ; and in the same time a 
great deal of other labor incident to the preparation of a library 
has been done. This may seem a long time for accomplishing 
such a work, to those who have been waiting to use the books ; but 
it would be difficult to name a library of equal extent, that was 
ever put in order in less. 

The number of volumes is now nearly eighty thousand : it is 
proper to add, that some thousands of these are double and triple 
volumes, bound together for the sake of economy. Had these re- 
mained as they were bought, the whole number would be con 
siderably greater than it is. 

The system of classification is that of Brunet, whose great ^ 
work on Bibliography, entitled " Manuel du Libraire," is better, / 
more complete, an^ more generally known than any similar pub 
lication. His system is by no means unexceptionable, but some 
chart is indispensable in arranging a library, and this is the best 
fhat has been given to the public. t^J^ ' "^ 
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The arrangement begins with Theology. In this departmi^ 
the Afitor Library has three thousand seven hundred and flfty-^two 
volumes, including the b^t editions of the Hebrew and Gre^ 
Scriptures, the Walton Polyglott, various editions of the Vulgate, 
and numerous versions of the whole Bible, and of parts of it, in 
the principal languages of Europe and the East. The eoUectldn 
of the Fathers is full, but not absolutely complete, and contains 
most of the Benedictine editions, the Bibliotheca Maxima of Bw- 
pont, the Patr^ Apostoliei of Cotelerius, and ma^y others 6t fhte 
class of less note. It is equally well provided with woAs c«n the 
Oouncils, incltiding Colet^s edition of Labb6, in twettty-idm 
volumes ; the Concilia Maxima, in thirty-seven volumes tcHio; 
Beveridge's Synodicon, Lorenzana, Concilianos provinciates, &^. 
It is also respectable in scholastic, dogmatic, parenetic and pdlefnfo 
theology, including the early and more recent English divines in 
the best editions. 

Jurisprudence forms the second department, which numbers 
three thousand one hundred and seven volumes. In this, the ob- 
ject has been to provide those works which are rarely found here, 
rather than to form a complete law library. The collection is 
good on the civil law, embracing various editions of the Corpus 
Juris, and commentaries upon it ; it contains, also, all the codes 
of Scandinavia, and of other parts of Europe, during the middle 
ages ; the system of jurisprudence as now practised in Italy, Por- 
tugal, Germany, Denmark arid Sweden ; the Ttterosa siete Partidas 
and Becopilaciones of Spain, together with the digests and cdm- 
mentaries on the Musselman, Hindoo, Gentoo and Chinese laws. 
In Trench law, the library is really rich, beginning with the Ordo- 
nances des Reis, and coming down to the very latest volume g£ 
the Journal du Palais. The selection for the English cossmon 
law was made by two of the most eminent jurists in the countj^ : 
it is not large, but very choice. In this department, thie most 
prominent deficiency is in American law ; and for that a fribolc 
alcove has been reserved, to be filled up as soon as practicable. 

The next departinent is tliat of Sciences and Arts, in which, of 
coarse, medical science is included; and as it occi^pies an aleove 
ac^oining jurisprudence, this is the;iNroper place to introduce it* 
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The number of volumes in the medical department of the library 
is only 1,751. This, as a specialty^ is so well provided for in the 
hospital and other medical libraries of the city, it was thought 
less important to make a full collection of medical books here. 
It is also a specialty in which there are many books not suited 
to a general public library ; but full justice will be done for the 
department when it is known what should be done. Medical gen- 
tlemen have only to say what books are wanting, to be sure of 
their being provided. 

The Natural Sciences form another division of this departipent, 
md this is one of the richest and best furntehed in the library. 
It iM necessarily very costly, as naturalists will readily under- 
stand, when they know it coptains such works as the ^' Palmarum 
Cfeneraet Species of Martins,'' in a colored copy ; "Plant» Asiatic© 
Bariores of Wallichs ;'' " Rooburgh's Plants of the Coast of Coro- 
mandel ;" a complete set of << Gould's Birds of Europe, Australia^ 
Himelayas Toucans j and Trogons "Illustrations Conchyliolo- 
giques par Chenu ;" " Audubon'3 Birds of America ;" " Sibthorp's 
Flora Grseca ;" " Lambert's Genus Pinu$ ;" and at least a hun- 
dred other volumes of the same character. The whole number of 
yolumes embraced in it is four thousand two hundred and forty- 
nine. 

The third division of sciences and arts is that of Chemistry and 
Physics; to which, from the intimate relation it bears to them, 
may be added that o( the Useful Arts or Polytechnics. The 
transactions of societies for the promotion of science and ftrts 
may also be assigned to it. These collections contain so m&ay 
memoirs and papers of prime importance to practical men, as well 
as to men of science, which are published in no other form, that 
it was deemed necessary to have them as complete as possible in the 
library. This desideratum is now nearly attained. We have the 
publications of the principal societies in Great Britain, 'Fxea^ce^ 
Belgium, HollaiMl, Germany, Denmark, Sweden, Norway , Russia, 
Italy, Spain, and Portugal, and also of the United States, amount- 
ing altogether to more than two thousand volumes, principally 
quartois. It wiU be a leading object of the library to provide a 
complete << Bibliotheque Industrielle,'^ or collection of books |pr 
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the special benefit of practical industry. A convenient and com- 
modious room will be prepared for it on the first floor of the 
building, in which every accommodation will be afforded to those 
who wish to consult it. It was not possible to make this arrange- 
ment in time for the opening of the library; but it will soon be 
done. The books which appertain to it now amount to nearly 
five thousand volumes. 

In the order of classification, the Metaphysical and Ethical 
Sciences precede the Natural ; but it was found necessary, in the 
arrangement of the libr^iry, to make a deviation, and place the 
jast named first. The class now referred to includes general 
philosophical treatises, works on intellectual and moral philoso- 
phy, and the application of the latter to education, politics, and 
political economy. The books on these subjects now belonging 
to the library amount to fifteen hundred volumes : the addition 
of about an equal number would complete the department. 

Next in order are the Mathematical Sciences, of which the 
Astor Library has a first rate collection. It is rich, not only in 
pure mathematics, but also in all the applied: in astronomy, me- 
chanics, hydraulics, engineering it is very full, and not deficient 
in military tactics. It has drawn largely upon the libraries of 
several celebrated mathematicians for books to form it, such 88 
Halley's and Legendre's, which were greatly enriched by Mir. S. 
Ward, after they were bought by him ; also Jacobfs and the two 
Heiligenstadts, of Berlin. To these have since been added the 
most important mathematical works more recently published in 
Europe and America. A very competent judge, who is a resi- 
dent in Berlin, considers the collection as more complete than 
that of the Boyal Library there ; and although this opinion may 
not be altogether correct, it is undoubtedly entitled to be ranked 
with the first mathematical libraries abroad. The number of 
volumes contained in it may be put down at five thousand. Be- 
sides full collections of all the published works of Euler and Gauss, 
it has several unpublished manuscripts of these great mathema- 
ticians ; all the mathematical journals ; all the works of Newton, 
Leibnitz, the Bernouillis, Laplace, Delambre, Lacroix, Legen- 
dre, Lagrange, Jacobi, Abel, etc.; the astronomical observations 
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generally, and a very large number of mathematical dissertations 
and papers, which are not easily found. 

Following upon this division is that of the Arts ; and as an ac 
count of the books on polytechnics has already been given in con- 
nection with chemistry, those on the fine arts only remain to be 
described. Nc^art of a library requires so much money as this, 
as it consists mostly of books of plates and engravings, which are 
generally large and expensive folios. Still, it is too important to 
be curtailed, and the collection in the Astor Library will be found 
not to have been so treated. In the four branches of the Fine 
Arts proper,and including ArchsBology , which cannot be separated 
from ancient art, there are in the collection about twenty-five 
hundred volumes, upon the first fifty of which two thousand nine 
hundred and seventy-five dollars were expended. To verify this 
statement we name the fifty volumes, premising that they are all 
large folios, fully bound in red morocco, in the most finished 
style, except six, which are half bound. A complete set of 
" Piranesi's Antiquities," proof plates, twenty-eight in twenty- 
one volumes ; " Mus6e Fran9ais et Royale," proof plates before 
the letter, six volumes ; Raphael's " Loggia of the Vatican,'' en- 
graved by Yolpato, and exquisitely colored by hand, in the exact 
style of the originals, three volumes ; a complete set of the <^ Gre- 
cian A^quities," thirteen volumes^ Gruner's " Fresco Decora- 
tions of Italy," colored by hand in the same style as ^^ Raphael' 
Loggia," one volume, and ^< Lepsius's Denkmaler aus ^gypten," 
six volumes. 

Our next general division is Literature or Belles Lettre^y begin- 
ning with languages. In books on languages the library is strong , 
perhaps we might say very strong : its linguistic apparatus would 
do credit to a much older institution. It has grammars and dic- 
tionaries of one hundred and four different languages, and nu- 
merous vocabularies of the rude unwritten ones. It has also 
chrestomathies, and other usual facilities for studying them. All 
the families and branches of the European languf^es, and a greater 
part of those of Asia and Africa, are represented in the collec- 
tion. It contains the best works on the Egyptian hieroglyphics, 
the Cuneiform inscriptions, and the other curious records of the 
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aacient nations of the East, which recent discoveries have brought 
to light. It has also the best of the vocabularies of the different 
dialects of the Mexican and South American Indians, which were 
collected and published by the early Spanish missionary priests. 
Books of this last class have become excessively rare, and conse- 
quently dear. A perfect copy of Molina's << Arte de la Lengua 
Mexicana,'' cannot be had for less than fifty dollars ; and Rincon'j 
Grammar of the same language, a mean little duodecimo, bound, 
or rather done up in limp vellum, which few would accept i^ a 
gift, costs much more than its weight in gold. This sort of books 
makes large drafts upon the funds of a library, without* adding 
much either to its volumes or its appearance ; but they must be 
had. In the Oriental collection there are two works, which must 
be so rare in this country, that it may be important to describe 
them ; and these are the <^ Seven Seas : a Dictionary and Gram- 
mar of the Persian Language,'' in seve^ volumes, folio, by the 
late King of Oude, which was printed in his palace ; and the 
'^ Sabda Kalpa Druma of the Rajah Radhakant Deb," a Sanserif 
dictionary^ in seven volumes, folio— the last two not yet recelv^. 
Neither of these works was printed for sale : several copies of the 
first were sent as presents to the East India Company in London, 
one of which we have ; and the second was intended only fiu: 
presents to the native and English pundits. Our copy was one 
which was presented to the Rev. W. Morton, author of al^ngali 
and English dictionary, at whose death it was sold. The whole 
linguistic collection numbers two thousand and one hundred vo- 



lumes. 

In fhe other divisions of literature, the cUssification is mad^ 
first according to language, and then in each language t)ie subdi- 
visions are more or less minute in proportion as the works are 
numerous. The history of each literature is found with it; and 
first of Greek and Latin literature. This is neither a very strong 
nor a weak department of the library ; it is just about as it ought 
to be, to stand neither above nor below its fair proportion. It 
contains a copy of one or more editions of all the authors of note 
in both languages. When* it has one edition only, the most ap- 
proved has uniformly been selected. Of the authors of the high- 
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est lank, several editions in all eases have been provided. There 
are, for instance, more than a dozen different Homers — ^among 
them the princeps of 1488; half as many of theGreelc tragedians, 
of Pindar, of Demesthenes, of Herodotus, of Thucydides, ehad all 
of that elass. So in Latin there are twelve Yirgils, quite as many 
Horaces, half as many Ovids and Giceros, and Livys, and Plinys. 
Tbe whole number of volumes, in both languages, with the op- 
pardtus critictis pertaining to them, is three thousand one hun- 
dred. In Spanish and Portuguese literature, the number of vo- 
lumes is six hundred and seventy-three ; the Italian, though not 
fuller in proportion, has one thousand seven hundred and sixty- 
one. In coming to the French, we find a still more copious li- 
terature ; in this the library has three thousand one hundred and 
one volumes. German literature is of a more recent growth than 
either of those previously named ; of the fourteen hundred vo 
lumes in this language of the class of belles lettresj certainly one 
thousand Inust be the productions of the present century, and not 
above one hundred anterior to the middle of the last. In Dutch 
literature we have brought together one hundred and fifty-six 
volumes, including the immortal Cats, in various forms and sizes ; 
Vondel, Feith, the publications of the Bataafsche Maatschappij, 
the Maatschappij der Nederlandsche Letterkunde te Leiden, the 
HoUan^sche Maatschappij van Fraije Kunsten en Wetenschapen, 
and of the Yereeniging ter Sevordering der Oude Nederlandsche 
Letterkunde. 

The collection of Scandinavian literature, distinct from the 
Sagas and other historical works, amounts to eight hundred and 
nine volumes. In the Hungarian, and in the Slavonic languages 
collectively, we have only forty-one. 

It may be feared, perhaps, that in this confusion of languages, 
the mother tongue has been forgotten ; but that is not the case, 
we have come at last to the pure well of English undefiled. In 
the collection of English literature, very few of the works of much 
value will be found wanting. It is not as large as it might easily 
be made ; but it has its full proportion, and cannot rightly claim 
to be made absolutely complete at the expense of the others. It 
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now numbers three thousand four hundred volumes, more than 
three hundred of which are exclusively Shaksperian literature. 
It should be borne in mind that a large portion of every depart- 
ment in the library, except that of literature, consists of books in 
the English l»iguage ; so that it is fair to conclude that more than 
<Hie-half of the whole could be read by those who know no other. 
To this it may be added, that In collecting books for a libraiy 
which aims to be a good and a great one, the proper question is, 
what is the merit of a work, and not in what language it Is 
written. 

The Historical department is the last in the order of classifies^ 
tion. This department is fuller perhaps than any other, with the 
exception of mathematics, languages and bibliography. It consti- 
tutes a fourth part at least of the whole library. With a few ex- 
ceptions. It Is arranged In the series of alcoves extending on the 
main floor, from the southeast to the southwest comer. Works on 
chronology, diplomatics, numismatics, heraldry, inscriptions and 
Antiquities, are regarded as Introductions to the right understand- 
ing of hisfbry , and are placed In the first alcove, with general bio- 
graphical dictionaries and universal history. Biography does not 
ftrm a class by Itself; but is placed either with the. civil or lite- 
rary history to which It belongs. Geography, fiar the more con- 
venient use of maps and charts, is placed In the second floor ; aiid 
voyages and travels, as most intimately connected with the disco- 
very and history of America, are placed in Immediate proximity 
to it, instead of preceding the historical collection, as they usually 
do. 

Ecclesiastical History Is appended to Theology. This account 
has already been extended too far to allow the details to be con- 
tinued. It can only be stated generally, that the historical divi- 
sions are In the usual way, and that when it was necessary to 
bring the history of more than one country into the same alcove^ 
legard was had to the connection which had existed between them 
in the past. Thus, Spanish, Portuguese and Italian History are 
together ; French occupies a whole alcove ; German, Dutch and 
Belgian are together in an alcove, and with them Scandinavian 
and Russian ; English, Scotch and Irish History fills another al- 
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cove. Asiatic and African History, for want of room below, is 
placed on the second floor, in an alcove with oriental literature ; 
the latter, including the Chinese, number seven hundred volumes. 

To the American Historical department, a larger space in the 
library has been assigned than to any other, because it is intended 
to make this the most complete. The collection already formed 
contains most of the early Spanish writers ; the early voyages, the 
accounts of the first colonists, the various histories of the War of 
Independence, and the older books generally. In the more mo- 
dem ones, there are many deficiencies to be supplied. Not in 
American History only, but also in American Literature, it is 
hoped that the library will, sooner or later, be made complete. It 
now numbers three thousand four hundred and seven volumes, 
making, in all the divisions of history, twenty thousand three hun- 
dred and fifty volumes. 

At the end of his system of classification, Brunet has a sort of 
appendix, which he calls Pai^lipomenes Historiques, where he 
places Bibliography and Literary History. It would cfertainly be 
quite as philosophical an arrangement to regard books of this 
class as introductions, for they are indispensable to the know- 
ledge of all others. For this reason, and for the convenience of 
those who have charge of the library, they have this place as- 
signed to them in our arrangement. The collection is very full 
in both of these classes, particularly in the former, in which 
scarcely one important work is wanting. The number of vo- 
lumes contained in them, is four thousand six hundred, which is 
exclusive of the special literary history of the different countries.^ 

In the classification of the Astor library there are various mi- 
nor subdivisions which could not be specified; and there is a 
large number of miscellaneous and polygraphic writers, and of 
duplicates which have not been included in the foregoing compu- 
tations. These, alt<^ether, amount to five thousand volumes. 

The library possesses a complete collection of English Parlia- 
mentary Journals, Debates and Beports. These amount to more 
than two thousand volumes, chiefly folios : the long room on the 
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left of the main entrance door, has been taken for them, and for 
other like European documents ; added to those just named, the 
number is now two thousand eight hundred and eighty volumes. 
The corresponding room on the right will be appropriated to 
American Public Documents of the United States, and of the in-r 
dividual States. This use of them will in no wise interfere with 
their being used as reading rooms, should they be needed for that 
purpose. The present arrangement for reading is at the tables in 
the main library room. 

The regulations which have been adopted for the use of the 
library by the public, will be found appended to the present re- 
port. 

The trustees earnestly wish to render the library as accessible 
and convenient as may be consistent with the due safety and pre- 
servation of the books, and they will at all times afford any rea- 
sonable facilities to those who may resort to it for the purposes of 
study ; but the interest of the readers themselves plainly requires 
the trustees to save from their annual income an amount sufficient 
to keep up, in some degree, with the new publications constantly 
appearing in the different languages, and they must therefore 
restrain their current expenses within reasonable limits. 

For the present, they have five fixed the hours of access daily 
(except Sundays and established holidays) from 10 A. M. to 5 
P. M., but may vary those hours hereafter, if experience shall 
prove it to be necessary or expedient. 

In respect to the fundamental policy of making the library one 
only of reference, and not a lending library, the trustees entirely 
concur in the views presented by Mr. Cogswell in his report 
hereto annexed. As he well observes, the public will resort to 
the library with confidence, when they are sure not only that it 
has all the books that are wanted, but that they are not lent out. 

A list of the donations of books received during the year 1853 
{(other than those received from Mr. Cogswell and Mr. Astor, and 
4ibove-mentioned) is also annexed, together with the annual re- 
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port of the Treasurer, Daniel Lord, Esq., exhibiting the condition 
of the funds and securities, up to the 31st of December, 1853, and 
the receipts and expenditures during the year. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

WASHINGTON IRVING, 

PresiderU. 

SAMUEL B. RUGGLES, 

Secretary. 
AsTOR Library, Jfew-Yark^ Jan. 26thy 1854. 



REGULATIONS 

For the use of the Astor Library, adopted by the Trus- 
tees, November 30, 1853, 

1 . That on Monday, the 9fli of January next, the library be 
opened to the public ; notice of which to be given in two of the 
city newspapers, two weeks previous. 

2. That for the first month it be opened for visitors only, and 
not for the use of the books until the first of February. 

^. That it be kept open daily (except Sundays and established 
holidays) from 10 o'clock A. M. until 5 o'clock P. M. 

4. That it be used for reading and reference, and not as a lend- 
ing library. Admission to be free to all persons of more than 
fourteen years of age, who do not violate the prescribed regula- 
tions. 

5. Visitors are not admitted inside of the railing, and books are 
not to be removed from the shelves, except by the attendants of 
the library, 

The manner in which they are to be obtained by readers, is as 
follows : 

They are furnished with printed blanks, on which they are to 
write the title of the book wanted, with their own name at the 
bottom of the ticket. This ticket is to be handed to one of the 
assistants, whose duty it will be to put the book before the appli^ 
cant as promptly as possible. The reader, on leaving the library, 
must return the book or books which he has been using, to an at- 
tendant, and take back his ticket. 
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6. Large books of plates^ and those of great yalae on account 
of rarity or otherwise, can only be used under the direction of 
one of the attendants of the library. 

7. The general regulations for the information of readers and 
visitors, to be printed on the back of the book tickets, which are 
as follows : 

One bootk only to be asked for on the same ticket. 

Titles of books to be written distinctly, to prevent mistakes or 
delay. 

Readers to return their books and take baek their tickets be- 
fore leaving the library. 

No book to be taken away under any cireuiastances. 

Dogs not to be brought into the library 

Smokiogr in every part of the building, prohibited. 
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KEPOET 

Of Joseph G. Cogswell, Superintendent of the Astor 

Library- 

The Superintendent of the Astor Library respectfully submits 
to the trustees of the institution the following report of his pro- 
ceedings in relation to it, during the years 1852 and 1853. 

In my last report to the Board, the statement of purchases of 
books for the library was brought down to the end of the year 
1851. The number of volumes which had then been collected 
was estimated at 55,000, including those I had bought in Europe 
during my visit there in that year. These last, which amounted 
to more than 28,000 volumes, came in from abroad during the 
spring, summer, and autumn of 1852; and it required this whole 
period of diligent labor to unpack them, verify the invoices, clas- 
sify and arrange them on shelves in the house in Bond-street, 
which was temporarily used for that purpose. 

Much of this labor would have been saved, could it have been 
anticipated that the new library building would not be ready 
when the house was to be given up.^ 

In November of that year, I laid before the Board a copy of the 
printed index, which had been prepared as a guide in forming 
the library, marked so as to show what books contained in it had 
been procured, and a manuscript catalogue of several thousand 
additional volumes not found in it. These two documents formed 
a complete inventory of all the books belonging to the library at 
the above date. 

By that time it had become evident that the library in Lafayette 
Place would not be in a condition to receive books for many 
months to come, and I was then authorised, by a vote of th# 
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board, to return again to Enrope, to make ftirtlier purchases of 
books to the amount of twenty-five thousand dollars. 

In accordance with this vote, I embarked on the 27th of Nov., 
1852, and remained abroad until the following March. One 
month of the four being required for the passage out and home, 
it left me but three, and those in the depth of winter, for the ac- 
complishment of the objects. 

This time was divided between London, Paris, Brussels, Ham- 
burgh and Berlin, ip either of which cities the whole mi^t have 
been speQt to the advantage of the librigy. 

The number of volumes bought and ordered in these several 
places was tw^nty^flve thousand, including a mathematical lilMra- 
ry of about three thousand volumes, bought In Berlin, and a ptd- 
lospphical and miacellaneous one of between four and five thou« 
land) bought in Florence. 

Twenty thousand dollars of the disposable fimd was xeBUfweA, 
to be applied to the purchase of such books as might appe%r> <m 
examination of the library now formed, to be ojfost wanted. 

I have before suggested that we should learn what we moil 
want, in the surest way, from reports on the respective depart- 
ments, by gentlemen most versed in them. These reports wonild 
furnish the best guides in increasing the library, for some tii^^ to 
come. 

Acceding to my minutes, I have expended, at home wd 
abroad, on account of the library for books and binding, rtsce 
Mr. Astor's death, 189,693.81 ; to this must be added about $8,- 
000, expended during his life time, and $7,500 received &om 
another source, which will be explained below. This aggregate 
of $100,000 gives the library, for its outset, a collection of boofas^ 
respectable in number of volumes, and more than respectable in 
character. There can scarcely be a doubt that when the residue 
of the sum set apart in Mr. Aster's will, for the purchase of book9 
in establishing the library, shall be expended, it will number one 
Imndied thousand volumes at least 
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I trust I shall not be understood as implying that the real 
worth of a library is te be estimated by its number of volumes, 
which is very like estimating a farm by its number of acres. 
Use and time are the only certain tests of the value of a library. 

There are but few general libraries in this country which have 
been formed upon system, and here, in this great city especially , one 
was needed, to supply before existing deficiencies : one tliat would 
enable the scientific enquirer to track the progress of knowledge 
and discovery to its last step ; to furnish to the mechanic arts 
and practical industry in general, the help and guidance requir- 
ed from books ; to make the artist familiar with the history, cha- 
racter and style of the great masters of his art ; to call up to the 
student the past, in all the wide range of imagination and thought^ 
and provide the best and healthiest intellectual food for the 
minds of all ages and classes. 

If this is the character of the Astor library, it is such an one as 
the founder intended to establish. Not a book was bought for it, 
during his life time, that was not of this description, and every 
one that was bought had his sanction. Tlie number was not great, 
but sufficient to show what sort of a library he intended to create. 
Oan any one suppose, that such books as Jludubon^s Birds of Jlme- 
rfea, M(mtfaucon?s Antiquities.^ Dumont^s Cours de Droit y the Writings 
of the Pathersj Britton?s Architectural Antiquities i the first, second 
and third editions of Erasmus* Greek Testomenty the Princeps Pau-^ 
saniasy the Transactions of the Society of Arts, and the Parkament^ 
ary Journals^ were to make part of a popular library 1 

But all these, and others of the same stamp, were bought under 
Mr. Astor's direction and approval. It is certain, both from what 
he said and what he did, that he had in view the lasting welfare 
and progressive improvement, and not the mere momentary grati- 
fication of the community, in founding the library which bears his 
name. Had it been nothing more than a reading-room, or a cir- 
culating library, which he intended, he would never have wasted 
such munificenoe upon it : a tithe of the sum would have more 
fiian suflBieed. 
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Besides, all such libraries are the proper concerns of clubs and 
societies formed for that express purpose, and to be managed as 
they see fit. 

It is important that the character of this institution should be 
fixed at the beginning. Every measure in connexion with it has 
been taken on the ground of its being a library for reference and 
consultation, and not a lending or a miscalled popular one. It is 
equally free to the poorest and to the wealthiest, for the use to 
which it is adapted. 

By our excellent system of free schools and free academies, in- 
struction in its widest scope is enjoyed by every child in the land; 
and whence can the knowledge necessary for imparting that in- 
struction be drawn, if there are no fountain-heads, at which the 
teachers can drink 1 But for the Croton dam and the reservoirs 
supplied by means of it, how many thousands in this great metro- 
polis would now be thirsty for a draught of water ? In the same 
way, great reservoirs of science and learning are indispensable for 
feeding the streams, which diffuse the blessings of knowledge 
through every dwelling, as well the humblest as the proudest. 

When a library is known to have rare and valuable books, 
which cannot elsewhere be found, all who are in want of such 
books will resort to it, so long as it is a certainty not only that 
the books wanted belong to the library, but also that they are not 
lent out. 

Until libraries of this character are more numerous in this coun- 
try, the only way of making them most extensively serviceable is 
to keep the books where they are sure to be found, and can be 
consulted readily. No large library, filled with the popular read- 
ing books of the day, could sustain itself fifty years, unless its 
means were unlimited. All the works of that class would require 
to be renewed every four or five years, and inevitable bankruptcy 
would be the end of the institution. 

It must be the wish, as it is the duty, of the trustees of the As- 
tor Library, to make it as widely and as generally useful as possi- 
ble, and they only are the constituted judges of the proper mode 
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of effecting it. A free public library is a new thing here, and 
some practical experience is required before a final plan of opera- 
tions can be fixed upon. Experiment and observation will doubt- 
less develop improvements which may be necessary. 

It is not unreasonable to ask for that confidence and co-operation 
on the part of the public, which will enable the trustees to com- 
plete the organization of the institution, and place it on a basis of 
permanent usefulness, combined with the readiest accommodation 
to all who wish to avail themselves of its privileges. To meet 
what was understood to be a general wish, it was opened pre- 
maturely ; and without much patient indulgence of those who re- 
sort to it, the work which remains for prf»viding all necessary 
facilities cannot be perfected. ' 

In forming this library, it has not been forgotten that it is 
designed for a general and not a special one : hence it is not to be 
expected that it will be found complete in any one department ; 
at the same time, I may assert that not one will prove absolutely 
meagre. 

The next step is to ascertain what deficiencies are first to be 
made up, and what fisicilities are now afforded for doing this, by 
the present clasi^cation and arrangement. An hour or two's ex- 
amination of a department, by a person conversant with its litera- 
ture, would disclose to him what is still most requisite in it, and 
in this way the whole library might soon be brought to an uni- 
form condition of completeness. 

There would still be much that could not be done, without 
greater means than the library has at command. As its import- 
ance and usefulness become more and more manifest, the desire 
for its increase will become more general; the studies and tastes 
of different individuals will lead them to take special interest in 
one or other of the departments, and provide for its completion. 
Something in this way was done for the department of bibliogra- 
phy, when the library began to be formed. The privilege is now 
claimed by Mr. William B. Astor, of taking another under his 
special protection. When I was in Europe the last time, he open- 
ed for me a credit of two thousand five hundred pounds, for the 
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purchase of books, to fonn a special technological library, em- 
bracing every branch of practical industry and the mechanic arts. 
Between seven and eight thousand dollars of this sum were ex- 
pended in looks of that class, which, together with those of the 
same kind before bought, form an extensive collection in this de- 
partment. 

As this is a department which requires a good deal of room for 
its convenient use, I would suggest to the trustees that the large 
room on the first floor, known as the lecture room, should be ap- 
propriated to it, and shelving put up for arranging it. This plan 
would gain, in the principal library saloon, a large space for the 
additions which must soon come into it. 

During the last two years the Bibliographical department has 
been much increased, and including general literary history, which 
is annexed to it, now forms a library not much short of five thou- 
sand volumes. This having been collected at my own charge, I 
cannot be called upon to render an account of its cost, which is 
to me the most agreeable circumstance in connection with it. I 
would as soon tell a child, if I had one, how much I had expend- 
ed upon his education, as allow a thought of money to have any 
part in my interest in the Astor Library. 

As respects catalogues, the present state of things is as fol- 
lows : The perpetual catalogue, which is so planned as never to 
require any other change than that of being enlarged with the 
increase of the library, is now completed, and, as soon as it can 
be revised and compared with the titles in the books, may be 
transcribed for printing. It is made on separate slips, and kept 
in boxes of the form and appearance of books. Such a catalogue 
is, of course, only fit for the use of the ofl5,cers of the library. I 
propose, if it meets the approbation of the trustees, to take up 
the library by departments, and prepare a classed catalogue, to be 
printed as each department is completed : in the mean while, the 
printed index, and the two additional catalogues in manuscript, 
will answer for immediate use. 

The accompanying list of donations to the library during the 
year 1853, shows an increasing interest in its progress. When it is 
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more generally undersood, that by giving a book to the library it 
is placing it where it will be most useful and best known, the 
annual list of donations will doubtless be much larger than it 
now is. 

I cannot conclude this report without making known to the 
trustees how deeply the library is indebted to Messrs. Goodhue & 
Co., for their trouble in taking charge of our books as they arrived 
from abroad, and passing them through the custom house. All 
this has been done without compensation, and the trouble must 
have been very great, as more than four hundred cases have come 
through their hands, often singly, and rarely more than four or 
five at once. Were a like respect for books, and a like regard for 
public improvement generally predominant, what a. glorious 
library would this soon become ! 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. G. COGSWELL, 

Superintendent of the Library. 
January 25, 1854, 



Donations to the Astor Library, 1853. 



Histoire natarelle des iles Canaries, par Barker, Webb et Berthelot. 

9 vols, royal 4^, and atlas in folio ; richly half bound in red 

morocco. 
12 volumes of miscellaneous French works. 

By Hector Bossange of Paris. 

New-York State documents. 27 volumes. 
253 miscellaneous books and pamphlets. 

By 60LIAN G. Vebplangk. 

United States public documents. 80 volumes. 
New- York State documents. 107 volumes. 
Laws of the State of New-York. 26 volumes. 
Annals of Education, 1-4. 4 volumes. 
Report of the Prison Discipline Society, 1826-32. 
A collection of miscellaneous pamphlets, reports, &c. 

By J. A. Dnc. 

History of the American Revolution, by G. Bancroft, vols. 1, 2. 
History of the American Revolution; by 6. Bancroft ; American 

edition, vol. 1. 
History of 'the American Revolution, by G. Bancroft, translated 

into Italian by Cavenzi. Vol. 1. 
Baldinucci. Notizie di professor! del diseguo da Cimabue. 24 

vols. 4°. 
Baldinucci. Arte del intagliare in varne. 
Muratori. Annali d'ltalia. 12 vols, in 24. , 8*. 
Granelli. Prediche quaresimale. 4^ 
Tourtelle. Principles of Health, translated by G. Williamson. 
Gushing (Miss). Letters from France and Spain. 2 vols. 12*. 
Greisbach. Symbols^ criticse. 2 vols. 12**. 
[Assembly, No. 56.] 3 
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Potter (A.) and Emerson (G. B.). School and Schoolmaster. 2 

vols. 12^ 
Maury (S. M.). Englishwoman in America. Statesmen of 

America. 
Sedgwick (T.). Public and Private Economy. Part 11. 
Minutes of ^ Provisdial Gouneil of Pevmsjjrlnww. 2 vols. 8*. 
Trescot (W. H.). The Diplomacy of the Revolution. 
May (T. E.). On Public Business in Parliament. 
Books and pamphlets on nisfiellaxieoud sobjedai. 13 volunm. 

H^r GiBOBGfi. Baircbost. 

Piltur og Strilka, an Icelandic romance, by Thordarson. 

Sunnan-Posturiun, an Icelandic netrspaper, 1835, 1836, 18S8. ' 

Accounts of Scandinavian Student-meetings, in Swedish. 

Begulations of the University Library of Upsal^ in Swedish. 

Catalogues of the Icelandic, and of the Bdtish and French MSSc 
in the royal library at Stockholm. 

Catalogue of the Cathedral Library at Strengnas, Sweden. 

Eviks-visan, ^ n old Swedish poem, edited by Ssve. 

The Old Testament and 3 other books in the language of Green- 
land. 

Annals of the Swedes on the Belaware, by J. C. Clay. 

By Daniel W. Fisk£. 

The American Print-works vs. Cornelius W. Lawrence. 2 copies. 

By HsNav E. Davies. 

Description of a Skeleton of the Mastodon giganteus of Nortk 

America, by D. C. Warren, M. D. 4^ 

By the Author. 

Statements of the Claims of W. T. 6. Morton to the discovery of 
the anaesthetic properties of ether, submitted to Congress* 

By W. T. G. MoBToiT. 

Patent Office reports for 1861^2. S vols. 8*. 

By the Commissioner of Patents. 

General History of voyages and travels, by Du Perier. 

Beport of the Geological Survev of Wisconsin, Iowa and Minne* 

sota, by D. D. Owen. 4*. 

By Dr. F. L. Hawks. 



Na. 56.] 35 

Consumptive Guide to hatltib, by J. H. Patter. 2oo^& 

By tke Author. 

Chrouica gestorum in £uj:opa singolairiuni a P. Piasedo. 

By M. Zabeiskie. 

Liber numerum publicorum Hibernise, ab anno 1152 usijue ad 
amnum 1827. 2 vpls, folio. 

By Edwakd Ellice, of London. 

Remarks on a reprint of the orig&ial letters from Washii^ton to 

Tosepb Beed, by Jared Sparks. 

By the Author. 

New-York Journal and Patriotic Registeir, 1796-97. Folio. 
New-York Herald, from Feb. 1802 to June 1804. Polio. 

By GeOBjGE HATWiiBD. 

Memorials of Oxford, by James Ingram and J. le Keu±. 3 vols. 
4*. By J. H. Pakker, of Oxford, England. 

Discovery and Colonizatto& of America, a lecture, by E. Erec^t. 
Addresses at the inat^^uration of tte Rev. Ja& Walker. 
Patent Office Reports, 1852-63. 2 vols. 8^ 
Congressional Globe, Thirty-^cond Congress, with i^endix. 2 
vols. By Edward Everett. 

History and Genealogy of 13ie Davenport family in England and 

America, frotti 1<M36 to 1860, by A. B. Davenport, of tbfe 

twenty-sixth generation. 

j^ the AxJTHOB* 

The Philoso|)hy of U^be^ief.— Uses of Adversity .—Christian tife, 
—Thoughts and MaxUns. — ^The Portion of the Soul. By 
Heman Hooker. R. W. Gbiswolix. 

• 
Mwioirs of the Aiueriowft i^cademy oS Arta w^ S^ences. New 

series, vol. 6, P. I. By the Acabeuy. 

t 
Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge. Part V. 

Sixth Annual Report of the Board of Jtegenta. 

By the SiiirHsoNiAN Institution. 
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Annual Report of the Trustees of the State Library. 

Fifth and Sixth Annual Beports on the State Cabinet of Natural 

History. 

By the Regents of the Unitersitt. 

Reports of the Directors of the Mercantile Library Association, of 

St. Louis. 

By the Lism^itY Association. 

A volume of scarce, tracts, by Dryden and others. 

By J. C. BaEvooRT* 

Gentle Shepherd, by Allan Ramsay^ 4®- 

Maxims of Rochefoucauld. 4\ 

By W. GowAN. 

The Life of Esther de Berdt, afterwards Esther Reed of Phila- 

delphia. 

By W. B. Reed, of Philadelphia. 

Annals of Newton, Queens Co., N. Y.^ by J. Riker, Jr. , 

Histoire de Herodote, trad, par Miot. 3 vols. 8^. 

Essay on the Archseology of Popular Phrases, by J. B. Kerr. 2 

vols. 18«. 
Lucrdce, traduit par Lagrange. 2 vols. 12^. 

By Henkt Onderdonk, Jr. 

View of the Coinage of Ireland from the Invasion, by John 
Lindsay, of Cork. 4^ 

View of the Coinage of the Heptarchy, by John Lindsay. 4^ 

View of the Coinage of Scotland, by John Lindsay. 4°. 

Notice of Remarkable Medieval Coins, by John Lindsay. 4^. 

View of the History and Coinage of the Parthians, by John Lind- 
say. 4*. By the Author. 

A Disquisition on Government, and a Discussion on the Constitu- 
tion and Government of the U. S., by John C. Calhoun. 

By the LegisAlture of South Carolina. 

The Pharmacopeia of the United States. 

By the National Medical Conventiok. 
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Ouplvey Kapesni Slownik. 

Deje Zeme Ceske. 

Anleitung zur Erlemung der vier Slavischen Hauptspruchen, von 

R. A. Fr6lich. 
Anleitung zur Erlemung der Cechisch-Slavischen Sprache, von 

J. N. Konecny. 2 vols. 8®. 
Optische Untersuchungen von Grunert. 
Osservazioni concernenti la Geologia della Toscana dei Professori 

Savi e Meneghine. 8*. 

By WOLCOT GiBBS. 

Lomazzi. Rime. 4^. 

Lami. Rime spirituale. 4*. 

Rainero. Cento sonetti. 4^. 

Adami. Poesie. 8^. 

Benedetto Fioventino. Opere. 8^. 

Varano. Divertimenti poetici. 12^. 

Carcano. Morte del Conte Imbonati. 4^*. 

Celio Magno, Canzone spirituale. 4^. 

Cava. Jesus puer. By Choquet. 

Memoirs of the Rev. Adoniram Judson, by F. Wayland. 

By the Author. 

Statistical and Historical Documents of Brown University, Provi- 
dence, R. I. 

By the Trustees of the University. 

Address at the 200th Anniversary of Lancaster, Mass., by Joseph 

Willard. 

By the Author. 

Catalogue of the Library of the Providence AthensBum. 

By the Direction of the Athenjeum. 

Catal(^ue of the Library of the Young Men's Association, Albany. 

By the Direction of the Library. 

Argument of W. W. Hubbell in Winans vs. Eaton. 

.• By N. Randall. 

Voyages from Holland to America 1632 to 1644, by D. P. Vries* 

Translated by H. C. Murphy. 

By Jaiies Lenox. 
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Culpepper's Family Physician, enlarged Igr Jub. Seammoa. 12^ 
Pleasures and Pains of the Student's Life ; two poeBuSi by S* 

Gilman. 4"". 
A Collection of College Words and^Customs. 18*. 

By John T. PsaB¥. 

Aner (A.), Sprachenhalle. Das Yater-unser in mehr ab 8ech»- 
hondert Spiachen und Mundarten, !Folio. 

By Prof. Aner, of Yieiiiia. 



TREASUREK'S REFOKT. 

Statement of ifte Chtiiition itffke VunisimiPr^pwijfof^'lkm^lfem 

ofibi^ ^sfjor Library^ Bee. 31 y t'SfiB. 

Dr. 

fV)r tbe endowment fund for the 
*uHding, $75,000 00 

EstaMisWng the library, 120,000 00 

MaintainiQg, &c,, and paying for 

the site, 205,000 00 

— — #400,000 00 

Donation from J. G. Cogswell, 1,029 90 

Interest acc't, balance 1852, Dec. 31, #4,885 30 

do do 1853, Dec. 31, 11,115 25 - 

16,000 55 

Premium account balance, 3,672 87 

W. Langdon and others, for price of site and its in- 
crease from income, . • • • • 31,774 26 

Cash balance, since paid for receipts 1854, 210 18 

#452,687 76 

Cr. 

For real estate, the site, #25,000 00 

For the building^ 76,220 99 

#100,220 99 

Books establishing the library : 

Amount liquidated, #75,214 29 

Advances/to Mr. Cogswell, laid out 

in books, not adjusted, • • • • 1 5,299 54 

91,513 83 

Equipment of the building : 

Shelving, #11,000 00 

Warming and ventilating apparatus, 984 50 

Glass roof, lighting, 3,930 87 
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Painting, #600 00 

Iron railing, &c., interior, 587 12 

Orate, iron shutters, 39 50 

$17,141 99 

Bonds and mortgages, |201 500 

U. S. stock of 1847, at par (worth 122), 3,500 00 

205,000 00 

Expenditures, including half year's rent, freights, 
marine insurances, &c., • 7,036 69 

Funds in the hands of the executors of J. J. Aster, 
deceased, retained to meet payment for the site, 
and increase thereon, . . • 31,774 26 

1452,687 76 
DAN'L LORD, Treasurer. 
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STATEMENT 



• 



Of the Receipts and Eomenditures of the Trustees of the ^stor 

Library^ in 18bZ. 

Receipts. 
Jan'y. Cash in bank per last report, $2,584 69 

Interest received this month, • 1,132 50 

#3,717 19 

March. Interest, ^ 1,555 00 

April. Part of instalment from estate 

ofMr.Astor, .; ....$27,510 16 

Interest on bonds and mortg's, 510 00 

28,020 16 

May. Interest on bonds and mortgages, 300 00 

June. Interest, $1,465 

Cash re-drawn from Baring, 

Bro. &Co., 2,809 35 

4,274 35 

July. Interest, bonds and mortgages and U. S. 

stock ($4500), 547 50 

August. Interest, $1,840 00 

U. S. stock sold, 1,219 13 

3,059 13 

Sept'r. Interest, ^ 2,087 33 

Oct'r. Interest, 510 00 

Nov'r. Interest, 300 00 

Dec'r. Interest, #1,167 44 

do U. S. stock (#3500), 105 00 

1,272 44 



$45,643 10 



fee 
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EocpendUures. 

Jan'rjr. J. W. Smith, on acc't shelving, $2,000 00 

Wages |25, postage 12c, 25 12 

^ $2,026 12 

Feb'y. Rent, house in Bond-street, • • • 275 00 

March. Salary superintendent, 6 mo.,. |1,250 00 
O. T. Pierce,&Co.,account heat- 
ing and ventilating, • 700 00 

1,950 00 

April. PremiuxBfl for insurance books, $148 IB 
Expenses at new building, 

fuel,&c., 94 25 

Expenses in part of removal, . 44 00 
Repaiifl Bond-street house, .. • 11 50 
Books bought in Boston, freight 

&c.,... 849 89 

Wages, packing boxes, fcc, ... 90 50 
Remittance to Messrs. Baring, 

Brother k Co., on credit in 

favor Mr. C!ogswelI, 11,218 89 

1(7,457 tf 

May. Rent, Bond-street, $275 00 

Remittance, Baring, Br. & Co., 

as before, '. . . . 4,S90 00 

O. Pierce & Co., heating appa- 
ratus, 284 50 

4,949 50 

June. Salary to superintendent, 3 

months, / $625 00 

Higgs, painting, 600 00 

Amount due Mr. Cogswell for 
advance in purchases last 

year, 5,425 64 

6,650 64 

August. Advanced Mr. Cogswell on account of re- 
cent purchases of books, . . • $2,500 00 
Balance on building contract, 5,220 90 



r 



Fuel, ..^^. ..« |S46 88 

Labor in new building,. . •>• — 36 00 

Assistant libraxians, 2 months, 166 66 

Wages to porter, 4 months,^.* 100 OO 

#8,270 65 

Sept. Wicher8haoti,railing in library, |509 10 
Removing books from Bond- 
street, 318 93 

Salary to superintendent, 3 

months, 625 00 

1,453 05 

October. Iron standards in library room, |78 00 

Assistant librarians, 2 months, 166 64 

244 64 

Novem. Assistant librarians (three), 

1 month, #124 33 

Wag^ to porter, 3 months, • • 75 00 

Cartage and labor, removal, . 74 25 

273 58 

Decern. Salary to superintendent to 

28th, $625 00 

Assistant librarians (three), 1 

month, 124 98 

Goodhue & Co., freights and 

shipping expenses, 796 86 

Premiums fire insurance, . • • • 483 51 

Labor in new building, 63 68 

Fuel. 168 31 

Printing notices, 3 20 

Grate, $11.50; iron shatters, 

$28, 39 50 

2,303 99 

$45,853 30 



The excess of expenditures, $210.18, is to be made up from 
ieeeipt4.8ince 31st December. 
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There are no arrears of interest unpaid on the inyestments. 
There are no outstanding claims against the institution, except- 
ing an unadjusted claim of the architect, to whom there is due 
$300, but he has declined to receive it at present. 

The account of Mr. Cogswell, owing to his occupation in pre- 
paring to open the library, is not yet adjusted ; and he has made 
purchases of books in Europe, beyond the moneys advanced to 
him, about |4500. This amount should be added to that in the 
account of our property, to shew the expenditure in books, making 
a total of this investment of |9600, exclusive of certain accounts 
of freight and shipping charges carried into the account of our 
yearly expenses. 

* The yearly income of the institution for the coming year is 
$12,625. 

The yearly expenditure, probably to be incurred, will be as 
follows : 

Superintendent and three assistant librarians, ••• . $4,000 00 

Premiums of fire insurance and fuel, about 1 , 500 00 

Porters wages, water tax, &c., about 500 00 

$6,000 00 

Amount of our over expenditure, 210 18 

Applicable to payment of claim above mentioned, 
and to increase of library, 6,414 82 

$12,625 00 



It is also to be noticed that the price of the site of the building, 
chargeable on th^ $205,000, is not yet paid out of it, and must 
be taken into view as so much applicable to the first establishing 
of the library, and supplying it with books, when the proper ex- 
penditure thereof shall be required. This amount, $25,000, with 
the expenditure for books hitherto, made $91 ,500, in all $1 1 6,500, 
falls short of the $120,000 appropriated by the will and charter 
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for this purpose ; unless, as is considered proper, a part of the 
amount expended in the equipment of the library be charged on 
the latter fund. 

DANIEL LORD, Treasurer. 

To Washington Irving, Esq., 

President of the JVustees of the Astor library . 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
Of the Trustees of the Astor Library for the year 1854. 

AsTOa Library, New- York, ? 
Jantmry 29, 1855. } 

To THE Hon. D. C. Littlejohn, 

Speaker of the Assembly : 

The trustees of the Astor Library beg leave respectfully to 
transmit their annual report for the year ending December Slst, 
1854. 

WASHINGTON IRVING, President. 

Samuel B. Ruggles, Secretary. 
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REPORT. 



The trustees of the Astor Library, in obedience to their act of 
incorporation, respectfully present to the Legislature this their 
sixth 

ANNUAL REPORT. 

In their last report to the Legislature, made in January, 1851, 
the trustees stated ia det:^il the steps by which the library had 
reached its condition at that time, describing particularly the 
character of the edifice and of the books purchased. The library 
was opened for public use on the first of February last. The ex- 
tent to which it has been used, will appear by the report of Dr. 
Cogswell, the superintendent, which is hereunto annexed, and 
which states the progress made during the year, in increasing the 
number of books, including donations. 

At the date of the last annual report of the trustees, the amount 
expended for books was stated to be $96,113.83. 

The report of the treasurer, Daniel Lord Esq., which is hereto 
annexed, shows the amount on the 31st December, 1854, to be 
1105,979.11 — ^being an increase during the year of $9,865.28. 
The residue of the original amount of $120,000 devoted to the 
purchase of books and yet remaining to be expended is $14,020.89 
in addition to the nett annual income from the fund of $180,000 
for the gradual increase of the library, remaining after defraying 
its current annual expenses. The gross income of this latter fund, 
which is wholly invested in bonds secured by mortgages of lands 
in New York, Brooklyn, and Albany, is $12,415, from which the 
eurrent annual expenses ($5,710) being deducted, there remains 
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the clear balance of |6,705 annually for the increase of the libra- 
17, in addition to the unexpended amount of $14,020.89 of the 
first endowment above stated. The proper mode of making that 
expenditure to give to the library its greatest efficiency, is stated 
fix the report of the superintendent. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

WASHINGTON IRVING, 

President. 

SAMUEL B. RUGGLES, 

Secretary. 
AsTOR Library, ^eio-Ycrk^ January 29/A, 1855. 



REPOET 
Of Dr. Cogswell, Superintendent of the Astor Library. 

The Superintendent of the Astor Library respectfully present^ 
to the trustees of the institution the following report upon its i^ 
ternal administration during the year ending December 31, 1854) 
particularly with reference to the extent and manner in which it 
is used — additions during the year by purchase and donations--^ 
number and class of periodicals received-^and the kind of cati^ 
logue which iie proposes to print. 

First — as to the manner and extent qf its use. 

The library was open to the public for reading from the first of 
February to the last of December, from 10 A.M., until near sun- 
set, every day, except Sundays, Independence and Christmas daysu 
During this period the number of daily readers varied essentially 5 
counting all who came in at different times between the opening 
and closing, thirty was the lowest, and one hundred and fifty tlie 
highest — the average about seventy-five. When it first went into 
operation, the minimum age for admission was fixed at fourteen^ 
and it was soon found that our reading accommodations were not 
sufficient for the adult readers, and for the crowds of school-boys 
who came in at certain hours of the day to read, more for amuse- 
ment than improvement, and sham their classical lessons by the 
use of English translations. If this had not interfered with the 
more important use and the proper purpose of the library, it might 
perhaps have been well to allow it to be continued — but with our 
present accommodations it could not be, and on my suggestion of 
the difficulty, the minimum was raised, by order of this board, to 
sixteen. The library then assumed its proper character, and be- 
came a place of quiet study, where every one found ample ac- 
commodation. I have great pleasure in stating that the most per- 
fect decorum has uniformly marked the conduct of those whc 
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bare frequented it. The books have been eaUifiiiljr used, and 
the rules of quiet and order invariably observed. At first, nmdi 
disappointment was expressed at finding that books could not be 
taken from the library, and many complaints were made that the 
public could not range fieely through the alcoyes, and search 
among them at will. These grounds of dissatisfaction have, I 
trust, in a good degree been removed by the observation and ex- 
perience of those familiar with the administration of the library. 
It must have been seen that the use of the books in general is free 
alike to all — and as to the few which are allowed to be used only 
under the immediate supervision of some attendant, that they are 
either too unwieldy or too costly to be handled in the ordinary 

'way ; it must also have been seen that no one who applies for 
admission within the alcoves, having an object that cannot other- 
wise be effected, is ever refused. As to books being taken from 
the library, it is a sufficient answer to say that it was not estab- 
lished with that view; and the still stronger reason may be added 
that a free library of circulation is a practical impossibility in a 
city as populous as New-York. In the first place, it could never 
supply one out of a hundred of the demands in the case of popu- 
lar books ; and in the next place, it would be dispersed to the 
jfour winds within five years. , There is not, and there cannot be, 
|i freer library than this, for the use which is to be made of it — ^it 
jts absolutely, unconditionally free. So far as has come to my 
^knowledge, not a single exception can be alleged to the contrary. 

' It is a matter not so much of complaint as regret, on the part of 
many, that the library cannot be made more extensively useful, 
by being kept open in the evening. If it were practic^able, I 
should be glad to see the experiment tried, to convince those who 
entertain such an opinion of their mistake. The expenses of 
maintaining the library would be doubled, and the numbers 
availing themselves of the accommodation very few. In connec- 

. tion with this subject, a suggestion will be made in that part of 
this report which relates to periodicals. There is one more com- 
plaint of which the trustees should be informed, particularly as 
It is made by the gentler sex, who only will to do or say that 
which always "seems wisest, virtuousest, discreetest, best;" it is 
that no reading saloon has been provided exclusively for the 
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hdies. This mruA ha^e been an oversight in planning the libiaiy 
edifice, and, nnfortanatelji it is now too late to remedy the 
defect — every inch of it is needed for books. The best that am 
now be done to meet their wishes is to offer them a place in some 
of the qniet recesses within the railing, and that has uniformly 
been done when desired. I am, however, very happy to be ablo 
to state that this deficiency has not entirely deprived the library 
of the refining, humanizing influence of female readers ; it has 
often been &vored with their presence— and if they report that 
they are here free from molestation of every kind, as I am confl- 
. dent they can, it is to be hoped that a greater number may be in- 
duced to try the experiment. 

With respect to the extent of the use of the library the follow- 
ing statement is believed to be as exact as the nature of the ease 
will admit. One hundred volumes a day is a low average of the 
dally use, making the whole number which have been in the 
hands of readers since it was opened about 30,000, and as theie 
were often single volumes of a set of from two to fifty volumes, 
it may be considered certain that more than half of our whole 
collection has been wanted during the first year. But this is a 
matter in which numerical statistics do not afford much satis&o- 
tion; nothing short of a specification of the books read or con- 
sulted would show the importance which the library is to the 
public, as a source of information and knowledge, and as this 
cannot be given, a more general account must serve as a substi- 
tute. On observing the classes and kinds of books which have 
been called for, I have been particularly struck with the evi- 
dence thus afforded of the wide range which the American mind 
is now taking in thought and research; scholastic theology, tran- 
scendental metaphysics, abstruse mathematics, and oriental philpl- 
<^ have found many more readers than Addison and Johnson 
while on the other hand, I am happy to be able to say, that work 
of practical science and of knowledge for every-day use, have 
been in great demand. Very few have come to the library with- 
out some manifestly distinct aim; that is, it has been little used 
for mere desultory reading, but for the most part with a specific 
view. It would not be easy to say which department is most con- 
. suited, but there is naturally less dependence upon the librDry 
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At books of theology^ law and medieiM than iaVbb dthemj thb 
three faenkies bdng better pro?ided for in the libraries of the te- 
^Mhutiotis espeeially intended for them. Still, in each of theee 
apartments, the library has many works not elsewhere to be 
Ibund. It is now no longer merely a matter d opiaton; it Is 
ishown by experience that the collection is not too learned for the 
wants of the public. No one fact will better illustrate this por- 
tion than the following : in the linguistic department it possesses 
dictionaries and grammars, and other means of instruction in more 
than a hundred languages and dialects, four fifths of which have 
been called for during the first year of its operation. 'Our mathe- 
matical, mechanical and engineering departments are used by greit 
ttumbers, and they are generally known to be so well furnished, 
that students fit>m a distance have found it a sufficient object to 
ttduce them to spend several weeks in New- York to have the use 
of them. The same remark applies to natural histo(ry, all branches 
't^ which are much studied here. In entomology we ate said to 
liafve the best and fullest l^ollection In this country to which na- 
tttraflists have free access. Passing to the historical side of the 
library we come to a department in wTiich a very general interest 
iias been taken — ^far more general than could have been antid- 
"pated in our country — it is that of heraldry and genealogy. 
Among the early purchases for the library there were but few 
Ibooks of this class, as it was supposed but few would be wanted; 
a year or two's experience proved the contrary, and the collection 
has been greatly enlarged ; it is now sufficiently ample to enable 
any one to establish his armorial bearings, and trace his pedigree 
at least as far back as the downfall of the Western empire. From 
this rapid glance at the library, it has been seen that there are 
jstudents and readers in all departments of it, and that no one 
greatly preponderates over the rest; still I think it may be stated, 
tbat on the whole that of the fine arts, taken collectively, is the 
<jaie which has been most extensiveiy used; practical architects 
and other artists have had free access to it, many of whom have 
often had occasion to consult it. 

With respect to the increase of books during the last year, I 
havre to «tate that the expenses for furniture, bindiog, necessary 
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alterations in the shelving, and new shelving of the long rooms 
o& the first floor, have unavoidably diminished the appropriation 
for new books. The amount received from the treasurer for this 
purpose was $1,123.30, of which $1,000 was applied to the in* 
crease of the law and medical departments, and the balance to the 
purchase of a copy of the octavo edition of Audubon's Birds and 
Quadrupeds, by the particular direction of the board. To all the 
other departments greater or less additions have been made to sup^ 
ply deficiencies, made known either by the wants of readers, the 
suggestionsof individuals devoted to some speciality, or the unfilled 
blanks of the printed Index. The accounts of these purchases 
have not been presented to the treasurer, as it was Impossible for 
me to find time to make them out in season for this annual state* 
tnent ; they must therefore be left for the next. These expendi- 
tures, so far as chargeable to the general fund, were made for 
Periodicals, works in the department of the fine arts, which were 
often called for, several English county histories and works of 
heraldry also, much wanted; a copy of Halli well's new edition of 
Shakespeare, and a large increase of our collection of music, which 
was before quite meagre; it has been almost trebled in number of 
volumes, and still more in value, and now contains most of the 
standard treatises on the science and the principal histories of 
music in all languages ; the biographies of the great composers, 
the most esteemed musical journals — Boyce, Rimbault & Ar- 
nold's (both editions). Collections of Cathedral Music, Handells, 
Sacred Oratorios and Anthems, and Croft's Musica Sacra; 
amounting in all to full five hundred volumes of very choice 
works; it needs about an ec^ual number, including a full collec- 
tion of operas, to bring it up to the general standard of the 
library. 

The additions by donation are increasing. A greater general 
interest in the library is clearly manifested in this way. The 
Creneral Government, and the institutions at Washington connected 
with it, continue to send us their valuable publications; the 
learned associations in various parts of the country are beginning 
to think of us, and numerous individuals help us to provide a 
•tkher storehouse of learning for the use of the public. It wa9 
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not tinreasonable to expect that the Legislature df the severd 
States would have deemed it a matter of some importance to their 
own citizens, when in New-Yorlc, to know where in this g^M 
commercial metropolis a copy of their own laws and public docu- 
ments could certainly be found and freely used, and that they 
would have availed themselves of the offer of the Astor Library 
to furnish one. Thus far, the only Slate that has done it by le- 
gislative enactment is that of Maine. By a resolve passed on the 
27th of April, 1854, it was ordered by the Legislature of that 
State, 

<^ That the Secretary of State cause to be transmitted to the 
trustees of the Astor Library, located in the city of New-Yorlc^ 
for the use of said library, as far as they may be in the State Li« 
brary , one complete set of the general and special laws and re- 
solves of the State ; one complete set of the bound documents, one 
complete set of the Reports of the Secretary of the Board of Ed- 
ucation, and one set of the reports of the Geology of the State." 

A certified copy of the above was sent to the library by the 
Secretary of State, and the books as therein specified were received 
not long after. We are also indebted to the authorities at Albany 
for a large number of valuable New-Tork State documentSi re- 
ceived at different times through the Regents of the University, 
to whom due acknowledgments have before been made. The im- 
portance which the board attach to these collections may be 
inferred from their vote appropriating a considerable sum for 
the purchase of the laws of every State, and requesting the 
treasurer to take the necessary steps to procure them. By 
his report since made to the trustees, it appears that they 
may soon be expected to reach the library. The other class 
of public documents we must still hope to receive from the State 
Legislatures. 

In my report on the state of the library, made January, 1854, 
I informed the trustees of the liberal provision made by Mr. W. 
B. Astor for the establishment of a department to be called the 
industrial library, which should include works of every kind de- 
signed to advance the various branches of practical industry. 
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Of the suiti given bf him for this speeiallty, seten thousand faaf 
Imndied dollars had then been received, and applied to the ob^ 
ject. Of the remaining five thousand, three thousand were ex-* 
pended during the year 1854. We have thus been enabled to 
form a very large collection of books in a department, which to 
a practical people as we are, may justly be considered of great 
importance, and which could not have been done from the gene* 
ral fund of the library. In order to give a more distinct idea of 
the class of books which constitute this department, I here note 
a few of the purchases for it. They are — Sir John Rennie's great 
work on the theory, formation and construction of harbors ; the 
Civil Engineer and Architect journal, complete, the Builder com« 
plete ; A. Stevenson's account of the Skerryvore light-house ; R. 
Stevenson's of the Bell-rock, and Smeaton's of the Eddystone *, 
Wyatt's Industrial Arts, and Metal Work ; the London Journal 
of Arts, and Newton's continuation of the same } the Repertory 
of Arts and Patent Inventions } the Mechanics' Magazine com« 
plete; the Machinists' Assistant; Buchanan's Machinery; Clark^a 
Britannia and Conway Tubular Bridges ; Cailliret's Parallels of 
Architecture ; Brevets d'Invention, a complete set in 94 thick 
quarto volumes ; Annales d' Agriculture ; Royal Agricultural So« 
ciety Journal ; Stalkart's Naval Architecture ; Dingle's Polytech^ 
nisches Journal ; Daley's Revue d' Architecture ; a complete set 
. of Weale's Series of Rudimentary works, and of Roret's Manu- 
els ; various Encyclopedias and technological Dictionaries, and a 
great number of other similar works^ the list of which would re- 
quire too much room to be given in this report. The above will 
suffice to show the character of the department, and that it is ne- 
cessarily a costly one may be interred from the fact, that the few 
books just specified could not be purchased here for less than fif- 
teen hundred dollars. It was first proposed to appropriate the 
lecture room to the industrial library, but it is found that this de« 
partment is too much used, and too intimately connected with the 
mathematical and some others, to be so far removed from the 
main library. For these reasons, and to secure to it that full 
light which it requires, the whole of the second floor of the west 
end of the building has been taken for it by the committee ap- 
pointed for the purpose. The alterations necessary for its perfecl 



accommodation have been made, and it will soon be brougbt to* 
gether in the place assigned to it. Nothing will then be wantfog 
to facilitate its use bat a catalogue of easy reference, and that 
will be immediately provided. 

I come next to the consideration of periodicals and transactions 
of learned societies, which now constitute a very important part 
of a public library, being a sort of electric telegraphs for the ra- 
^pid transmission of the latest discoveries in science, and of intel- 
lectual progress of every kind. This is a matter in regard to 
which little is left to choice, the public necessity is lo manliest 
there is no alternative but to provide for it to the extent of our 
means. In this view I made out a long list of publications of 
these too classes, the cost of which will not be less than fifteen 
hundred dollars annually. The whole number of journals now 
received or ordered, including foreign and American, is 200, and 
that of transactions 120, making 320 periodical publications. If 
the income of the library will not justify the application of so 
large a sum as is requisite for this number, it must be reduced. 
Sut even If considerably reduced, the number will still be so 
great as to require some other mode of making them accessible 
to readers than that which we now have, and I beg leave to sug- 
gest the expediency of appropriating one or both of the long rooms 
on the right and left of the main vestibule to this purpose. There 
is no part of the main library which can be so appropriated. 
Thus far we have been obliged to keep them in drawers until 
they were bound. If the arrangement above suggested should he 
omde, it might, perhaps, provide for an additional accommoda- 
tion to the public, by allowing so much of the library to be cpen 
for evening reading. In which case, to avoid the neoessity of 
lighting the main library room, tlie books wanted from it mi^t 
be looked out and taken below, on intimation given a few hours 
I)eforehaud verbally or by note, of what would be wanted. 

The subject of catalogues is the last which I now propose to 
present to you. It cannot be denied that some help of this kind 
is necessary for the profitable use of a library of much extent. 
But few are aware of the great labor of preparing one that will 
be truly serviceable, or of the more important consideration — the 
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great expense of printing it. The latter is a sufficient reason for 
not doing it while a library is rapidly increasing, so that a great 
part becomes almost useless before the whole is completed. It is 
for this reason that I propose to the trustees to have a catalogue 
for the Astor library printed upon a plan somewhat diflFerent from 
the common one, that is, by departments — selecting those which 
are fullest to begin with, and giving a complete descriptive cata- 
logue of each in succession, in such a way that all the parts can 
be combined into one when finished, and rendered as easy of use 
as an alphabetical catalogue, by means of good indexes to be an- 
nexed. This plan combines the following advantages : it carries, 
out the system on which the library has been formed, which was 
to make as complete a collection of books in every branch of hu- 
man knowledge as its means would allow ; the catalogue now pro- 
posed would show at once how far this has been accomplished ; 
It would greatly expedite the preparing and printing of the whole, 
and put into the hands of its readers a complete account of many 
departments, long before it could be done in any other way, and it 
presents the classification as the principal, and not the secondary 
part of the catalogue. The first step in accomplishing it would^ 
be a thorough revision of each department, which must necessa- 
rily precede the preparation of this catalogue, and will reveal all 
its prominent deficiencies, so that they may be supplied in time to 
be entered. By way of experiment, a separate catalogue of the 
oriental department has been lithographed, and, after many una- 
voidable delays, will soon be ready ; as it was intended mainly as 
material for a more thorough one to be printed, no more than an 
hundred copies have been struck off, to be put into the hands^ of 
oriental scholars for suggestions and corrections. The next de- 
partment to be taken up, is that of the industrial or polytechnic 
library. 

A list of donations during the year 1854 is annexed. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JOS. G. COGSWELL, 

Superintendent of the ^stor Library. 
January 29thy 1855. 






Donations to the Astor Library, 1854. 



The Literary World, vol. VI-XIIL 

New-York Evening Mirror, vol. III-VI, 1845 and '4d-'47. (From 

Oct., 1845, to Dec, 1847, 5 vols., folio.) 
New- York Weekly News, vols. 1 and 3. 1845-'46. 3 vols., folio. 

By E, A. and G, L. Duyckinck. 

Prelections on some of the more important subjects connected 

with moral and physical science. By J. A. Smith, M. D. 

New- York, 1853. 12^ 

By J. A. Smith. 

Biography of Zadock Pratt, of Prattsville, New- York. 8®. s. a. 

et 1. (Privately printed.) 

By Z. Pratt. 

Description of the Genesee Country, in the State of New- York, by 

Robert Munroe. New-York, 1804. 

By H. B. Dawson. 

Letter to the Inhabitants of the Province of Quebec. Philadel- 
phia, 1774. 8^ pp. 60. 

The Interests of Great Britain, considered with regard to her 
Colonies. London, 1760. Reprint, Philadelphia, pp. 47. 

By Dr. Franklin. 

By W. Duane. 

The American Universal Magazine, vol. 1. 1797. 

By George Hayumrd. 

Executive Documents, No. 546, of 28th Congress, 1st Session. 
Interference of the Executive in the affairs of Rhode Island. 

By Daniel Lord. 

Journal of Rhode Island Institute of Instruction. 3 vols. 8^. 
Rhode Island Educational Magazine. Vol. 1. 1852. 8®. 
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Public Laws of the State of Rhode Island. 
Acts relating to Public Schools of Rhode Island. 1851. 
Report on the Public Schools of Rhode Island. 1852 and 1853. 
Transactions of the Rhode Island Society for Encouragement of 

Domestic Industry. 1850 and 1851. 
Barnard's Report on the Public Schools of Rhode Island. 1845. 
Report on the Geological and Agricultural Survey ot the State of 

Rhode Island. 1839. By Charles T. Jackson. 
Panidea, or an omnipresent reason considered as the creative and 

sustaining Logos. By Theoptes. Boston, 1846. 8^ 
Reports on Indian Tribes in Rhode Island. 
Reports on Extension of Suffrage in Rhode Island. 
Reports on Inspectors of Rhode Island State Prison. 
Reports and Documents relating to the Public Schools of the se* 

yeral towns in Rhode Island. 
Abstract of the returns from Banks and Institutions for Savings in 

Rhode Island. Sept. and Oct., 1852. 
Considerations on the Rhode Island question. By E. R. Potter. 
Documentary History of the Destruction of the Gaspee. By W. 

R. Staples. Providence, 1845. 
Durfee (Judge Job), Discourse before Rhode Island Historical So- 
ciety, 1847. 
Hazard (R. 6.), Discourse before Rhode Island Hist'l Soc, 1848. 
Potter (E. R.), do do do 1851. 

By the flow. E. R. Potter^ Commissioner of Public Schools 
for Rhode Island. 
Historical Sketch of the Electric Telegraph. By A. Jones. 8®. 

1852. 

By Mexander Jonesy M,D. 

Tomasini (J. P.), lUustrium Virorum Elogia. 

By Alfred Pell. 

Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Superior Court of 

the City of New- York. By Jona. Prescott Hall. 2 vols., 8^ 

By the Author. 

McFingal : a modem Epic, in four cantos. 12®. 

Manual of the Common Council for 1812-43, 1843-44, 1844-45, 

1817, 1848, 1851, 1852, 1853. By D. T. Valentine. 8 vols., 

12^ By W, J. bams. 
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The Hierophant ; a monthly journal, condnctedl^O. Bush. ' 

The Soul, or Inquiry into Scriptural Psychology. 

The Spiritual Diary of Emanuel Swedenborg. Translated from 

the original by 6. Bush. Vols. 1 and 3. 

New Church Repository. Vols. 1, 2, 4, 5. 

By yProfessor Bush* 

Treatise on the Diseases of the Chest. By John A. Swett, M. D. 

By the Author. 

Archimides and Franklin ; a lecture. By R. C. Winthrop. 

By the Auth&r. 

Report of the Superintendent of the U. S. Coast Survey, for 1851. 
do do do do 1852. 

By Jl. D. BachCy Superintendent. 

Tijdsehrift voor de Wis en Natuurkunde, eerste, tweed e, derde, 
Vierde, JaargaDg, 4 vols, in 2, 12'^. 

By Mr. Vander Weyde. 

Cape Verd and Hatteras hurricane of 1853, by W. C. Redfield. 
The law of storms, in Chinese, by D. J. Macgowan. 

By W. C. Redfidd. 

The Book of Mormon, translated by Jos. Smith, Jr. Third edition 
carefully revised by the translator. Nauvoo, 1840, 12®. 

By Dr. Tank. 

Proceedings of the Boston Society of Natural History ; vols 1-3, 

for 1841. 

By Dr. Jhrrey. 

Explanations and sailing directions to accompany the Wind and 

Current Charts, approved by Commodore Charles Morris. 

By M. F. Maury, L. L. p., U. S. N. ; 6th edition enlarged and 

improved. 4®. 

By the Author. 

Pilgrim Memorials and Guide for visitors to Plymouth Village. 
By W. S. Russel. 

By the Author. 



No. 130.] « 

Stansbury's report on the ezploratioa of the Salt Lake Vallef. 

33d Congress, 1st session. Executive documents No. 1, p. 1 

and 11. 

By the State Department. 

Collections of the R. I. Historical Society, Vol. Ill, containing 
Potter's Early History of Narragansett. 

• By the Society^ 

• * - 

Eric, J. P. Humanse Lingnse Genesis, P. 1, T. 1, 4^ 
Phrynichius. Eclogae Nominum et Verborum ; ed. De Pauw. 4^ 
Curae novisimae in Photii Lexicon scripsit Schleiisner. 4°. 
Specimen npvae Editionis Photii edidlt Schon. 8^ 
Thomson J. Introduction to English Etymology. 4°. 

By Professor Btcsh, 

Spiritual T« rrents by Madame da la Mothe Guyon. 
Guardian Spirits, a Case of Vision into the spiritual World, from 
the German of H. Werner, by A. E. Ford. 

By A. E. Ford. 

Arte de la lengua Tagala y Manual Tagalog, composo F. Sebas- 
tian de Totanes, Manila 1850, 4^ 
Casasayan nan^ Pasiong. Mahal ni Jesucristong Panginoon Natin. 

Manila 1848. 4^. 

By A. Cotheal. 

Cursus medicus Mexicanus concinnatus a D. D. Marco Josepho 
Salgado. Mexici 1727. 4®. 

By J. Buckingham Smith. 



'o' 



Collection of Pamphlets, relating to the controversy about tho 
financial affairs of Union College. 

By Jonathan Pearson. 

Seventh Census of the United States, 1850, and Introduction; 

Senate Document, 32d Congress, 2d session. Executive No. 36. 

Exploration of the Valley of the Amazon, made under direction 

of the Navy Department, by W. L. Herndon and Lardner 

Gibbon, Lieuts. U. S. Navy. 

By the State Department. 
[Assembly, No. 130.] 2 
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'WUmdU^ of the Philadelphia Baptiit Asiodatika fkn A. 1>. 13VT 
to A. D. 1807. Edited by A. D. GiUette. 8*« 

By American Baptist Puhl. Society. 

Homeopathy : its Tenets and Tendencies, by James 6. Simpson. 
• By the Author. 

New- York 170 years ago. By J. W. Moulton. 
History of the State of New-York. By J. W. Moulton. 

By The Author. 

IMscourses and Essays on Theological and Speculative Topics. 
By the Rev. Stephen Farley. 

By Miss Farley. 

System containing the Principles of the Cliristian Religion, suit- 
able to the Heidelberg Catechism. By Lambertus de Ronde. 
Printed by H. Gaine, N. Y., 1763. 

By W. J. Dams. 

A Descriptive Catalogue of the London Traders, Tavern, and 
CoflTee House Tokens, current in the 17th Century. By J. 
Henry Burn. 8*^- 
By The Corporation of the City of London Library Committee^ 

Guildhally London. 

Massachusetts Horticultural Society Transactions. 

By The Society. 

Genealogy of Warren, &c. By John C* Warren. 
The Preservation of Health. By Dr. 

By The .Author. 

Adshead : Prisons and Prisoners. 8^. 

By The Philadelphia Society for .Alleviating the 

Miseries of Public Prisons. 

Messages and Dociunents. Vols. 1, 2, 3. 

By E. Everett. 

History of Ancient Woodbury, Connecticut, from the first Indiaii 
Deed in 1659, to 1854. By W. Cothren. 

By Charles C, Thompson. 

Junius Discovered. By Frederick Griffin. 

By The Author. 



.T«ralfltli Anaut Rqwrt of the Boftrd of fidueatioii in tho CUff 

and Countjr of New-York, Jan. 1, 1854. 

By Dr. Webster^ President Free Academy. 

Journal of the General Conrentlon of the Protestant Episcop^ 
Chnrch in the U. S., 1853. 

By Stanford ^ Swords. 

fieports of the Managers of the House of Refuge, 1854. 

<< of the Directors of the Penn. Inst, for Deaf and Dumb, 

1852, and 1853. 
" of the Inspectors of the Eastern State Penitentiary. 
« of the Managers of Charity Schools, 1853-4. 
" of the State Treasurer of Pennsylvania for 1853. 

By James J. Barclay^ of Philaddphia. 

Memoir of Increase Sumner, Governor of Massachusetts. By his 

son, W. H. Sumner. 

By The Author^ 

Cuba y su GoUerno con un Apendice de Documentos Historicoa* 

Londres, 1853. 

Uncertain by whom given. 

Winter Insects of Eastern New York. By A. Fitch, M. D. 
The American Currant Moth. do 

The Hessian Fly ; Its History, &c. do 

Essay upon the Wheat Fly. do 

Catalogue of Insects in State Cabinet, N. Y. do 

By The Author. 

The Voice of Letters ; Ancient Proprieties of Latin and Greek the 
Standard of English Letter Customs, &c. By J. B. Maiiningb 

. By The Author. 

Papers relative to Harris's Lightning Conductors. By R. B. 

Forbes. By The Author^ 

Liber Chronicarum ab Initio Mundi. Nuremberg, 1493. Foli 

By JV. F. Moore^ L. L. D^ 

The Great Importance of a Religious Life. By W. Melmotft, 
Esq. New edition, with Memoir of the Author, by C. P. 
Cooper, Esq. Specimen of a Catalogue of the Books on Foi!^ 
eign Law. Presented by C. P. Cooper, Esq., to Society of 
Lincoln's Inn. 



Bapen and Booameots relative to the RepcM MiftrlteecH^ €W^ 

missioners. 1837. 8^ 

By C P. Cooper^ Esq. 

'The True Christian Religion. Arcana Ccelestia. 4 vols. Heaven 
& HelL Angelic Wisdom concerning Divine Providencei 
Divine Love. All by Emanuel Swedenborg. 
By tlie American printing and publishing Swedenborg Socidf. 

A collection of Pamphlets. By J. Blunt. Eleven in number. 
American Annual Register, 1825-'33. 8 vols. 8**. 
Historical Sketch of the Formation of the Confederacy, &c. 8*. 

By Joseph Blunt. 

Louisiana, its history as a French colony, 3d series of lectures. 

By Charles Gayarre. 8^. 

BIstoire de la Louisiane. Par Charles Gayarrfi. 2d vol. 8*. 

By the Author. 
Chaucer, GeoflFrey, works. Folio. 1561. 

By Mrs. L. Livingston. 

Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge. Vol. VI. 

By the Smithsonian Institution. 

Yankee Notions. Vols. 1, 2 and 3. American Illustrated News 
for 1851. New-York in a Nutshell. 12o. 

By T. W. Strong. 

niuslrirte Naturgeschichte des Thierreichs. 2 vols. Folio. 

By Helmich §• Stark. 
Kahle K. Moritz, Zeit und Raum. 12^ 

Henderson, William, Homcepathy feirly represented, in reply to 

Prof. Simpson. 

By Dr. Roehrig. 

Rousseau, J. J., Collection des Oeuvres. 12 vols. 4^ 
F^n6lon, Oeuvres. 9 vols. 4^ 

Ariosto, L., Roland Furieux, Tr. Par de Tressan. 4 vols. 4^ 
Penington, I., works. London, 1681. Folio. 
Perry, C, A View of the Levant. Folio. 
Foss6, Idees pour la Disposition de Troupes. 4^ 
La Chau et Le Blond, Pierres gravees du Cabinet du Due d'Cta^ 
leans. 2 vols. Folio. 



CioUection d&^l^tirtafes antiques ded Palais, Themes, fto./desP' 
Einpereurs Tite, Tnyan, &c. Folio. ^ 

Koch (de) Tables G^nealoglques des Maisons Souveraines du Nord 
et de PEtat de I'Eiirope. 4\ 

Berthier, A., Relation de la Bataille de Marengo. 4''« 

Seances des Ecoles normales. 12 vols. 8**. 

Bate], Dumont, Histoire et Commerce des Colonies Angloises. 12^ 

Hamilton, F , An Account of the Fishes in the Ganges. 2 vols. 4V 

Clauzel, Explications. S"". 

By /. Carson Brevoort* 

Geschichte der Deutschen in der Urzeit, von J. G. A. Wirth, 4 vs* 

in 2, royal 8^ : 

The prose Writers of Germany, 2d edition, 1852. 

By P. jRaaft. 

Influence of the Mechanic Arts on the Human Race ; by G. Gay- 

arr6. School for Politics, a dramatic novel, by C. Gajarr^. 

By the, AvJthoT^ 
Swedish public documents, as follows : 
Justitie-stats-ministerns berattelse angaende. 
Inteckningar etc., 1846-50. 
Justitie stats-ministerns berattelse angaende civiln r&tteggngsa- 

rendena och brottmalen, 1845-50. 4% 
Styrelsens ofver fangelser, o. s. v., berattelse om iangvarelen, 

1817-51. 4^ 
Bergs-Collegii ber&ttelse om bergs-handteringen, 1850. 4*'. 
Commerce-Collegii berattelse om fabrilcer och manufakturery ' 

1849-50. 4^ 
Gommerce*Gollegii berattelse om inrikes sjo fart, 1850. 4^ 
Berattelse angaende banks-verket af Rikets Standers revisorer, 

1851. 4^ 
Rikets Standers revisorers berattelse om rlks galdskontorets till* ' 

stand, 1851. 4^ 
Rikets Standers revisorers berattelse angaende Kommers-Kollegi- 

urn, 1851. 4**. 
Rikets Standers revisorers berattelse om Stats- verkets tilstandi 

1861. 4^ - 

Berattelse aftabel, commissionen angaende natinteten are]i,1846- 

48 and 1819. 4^ 
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(Mpital-rakoiAg tin BlkihKufiylid-boketi, 1S501 iB^^ 

Description des dessins des noa^elks Prlsoxis en Su^e. Fol. 

%hd K ehart. 

By Franeb Schroeitr. 

American Baptist Re^ster for 1852 ; J. Lansing Barrows, editor. 

Phiiadelphia, 1853. »>. 

By American BapL PtM. Socieijf. 

Report of tlie Secretary of the Treasury of the U. S. for 1854. 
Report of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey, showing pro- 
' gress of the survey for 1852. Washington, 1853. 4"*. 

By Hon. H. JFfeA. 

Reports to Governors Hunt and Seymour on the organizations of, 
rthe National Guards and the Municipal Military systems of 

Europe. By Brig. Gen. Depeyster. 

By the Author. 

The Eclaireur, devoted to the Army and Militia of the U. S. Vol. 

1. Nos. 1-12. 

By Gen. J. W. Depeyster. 

Informazione statistiche raccolta dalla R. Commissione per gli 

. Stati di s. m., (il Re di Sard^na,) Statistica medica P. I., II. 

>ols. 3, 4. 4\ 

I^oviment^ della Popolazione. 4^ 

Censimento della Popolazione, (in Terrafirma.) 

do. do do deli Isola di Sardegna. 

Stat|^e« degli £tettori per 1850. 4^ 

Moviments della Navigazione (di Sardegna) fol. 

Prospetti general! dela Situaziooe del comuni (negli Stati di 8. m. 

. il Be di Sardegim) per 1842-47. 4^ 

By Mr. PoUa. 

Tfansactions of the American Institute for the years 1S46, 7, S, &| 

1850,1,2,3. 8 vols. 8^ 

By the Ameriam Intiittdfi^ 

Plot R. De Origine Fontium. Oxonii. 1685. 18^ 
f By J. Goo€h. 

Schmidt, 6usta?us> The civil law of Spain and Mexico. New Or- 

: leans, 18M . 

By ^ Jiutim-. 



Twelfth Anmiil ReiKiM of the Board of Educ^tiozi for V. Y. GU$;>1 

By the Clerk of the Board^ A. Gilbert^ Esq. 

Milton's Poetical Works, with life, index, &c., edited by C. D. 

Cleveland. ' ^ 

By the Editor. 

Martin F. X. ; History of Louisiana. 

By George Eustisj of Louisiana. 

Manual of the Corporation of the City of New-York, 1853; by D. 

T. Valentine. . . 

Treatise upon the Estate and Rights of the Corporation of the Cify 

of New-York; by Morray Hoffman. 

By W. J. Davis. 

History of the American Rerolution. Vol. Ill, by 6. Bancroft. 

By the Author. 

The metallic wealth of the United States, by J. D. Whitney, for 

Rogers' Report on the Geological Survey of New Jersey. 

Rogers' Geological Reconnoisance for a report on the Geology-' 

of Virginia. 

By J. D. Whitney^ Jr. 

New-York Historical Collections, Vol. IV, 1826, and Vol. HF, ' 

1829; Vol. V. Second Series, Vol. I. 

Proceedings of the N. Y. Historical Society, 1844, 1847, 1848, 

ld4&. : 

By G.H. Moore. 



The Industrial Resources of Nova Scotia, by Abraham Gesner. 

Halifax, 1849. 

By the Author. 

* • 

Eighth Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian 
Institution. Washington, 1854. S"". 

By the Smithsonian Institution. 

First to the tenth Annual Reports of the Board of Managers of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church Missionary Society. 

^j the Society. 
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Elements of Intellectual Philosophy; by Firamfe ^aj^land. Bo6<^ 

ton, 1851. 12'» 

By the Author. 

Vertoogh venNieu Nederland& Breeden Raedtafride Vereenichde 
Nederlandsche Provintien. Two rare Tracts printed in 1 649- 
50, relating to the administration of affairs in New Nether- 
land. Translated from the Dutch by H. C. Murphy. New- 
York, 1854. 4^ 

By James Lenox. 

Copie de deux Lettres envoiees de la nouvelle France au Pere 
Procureur des Missions de la Compagnie de Jesus. Reprint, 
Paris, 1656. 

Relation de <:e qii s'est passe de plus remarquable aux Missions 
des Peres de la Compagnie de Jesus en la nouvelle France, es 
Annees 1676 et 1677. Impriniee pour la premier fuis selon 
Copie du MSS. original restant a TUniversite Laval, Quebec. 

By J. Lenox. 

White George. Historical Collections of Georgia. New-York, 

1854. 8\ 

By the Author. ' 

Marcy, Randolph B., & McCL^lIan, George B. Exploration of the 
Red river of Louisiana in tlie year 1852. 

By H. Fish. 

Kenrick, F. P. Das Primat des apostolischen Stuhls veriheidigt 
und gerechtfertigt. Uebersetzt von N. Steinbacher. New- 
York, 1853. 8^ 

Audin, M. Life of Henry VIII, and History of the English schism. 
Translated by Edward C. Kirwan. New- York, J852. 8^ 

El Nuevo Testamento nuavente traducido de la Vulgata Latina 
por Fr. Don Felix Torres Amat. Nueva York, 1854. 

Milner, J. The End of Religious Controversey. New York, 1855. 

Battersby'« Register for the Catholic World, with the complete 
Ordo or Catholic Directory Almanac and Register for 1853 
and 1855. Dublin, 1853 and 1854. 

Shea, John G. Catholic Missions among the Indian tiibes of the 
United States. New-York, 1855. 12^ 



Bayley, J. BiV^^MerSketch of the History of the Catholic Chtirch 

on the Island of New-Yorlc. New- York, 1853. 12«. 

By Edxmrd Dunigan If Brother. 

Transactions of the New-York State Agricultural Society. Vol, 

13. 1853. 

By the Society. B. P. Johnson, Sec. 

Sanford, H. S. Different Systems of Penal Codes in Europe. 

Also, a Report on the Administrative changes in France. 

33d Congress, 1st session, £xec. Doc 68. 

By J. L. Taylor J M. C, of Ohio^ 

Public Documents of the State of Maine, as follows : 

Acts and Resolves of Maine, 1840 to 1854, inclusive, except 

1845. 

State Documents, 1842 to 1854, inclusive. 

Geology of Maine, 2d and 3d annual Reports. 

Board of Education, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th and 6th annual Reports. 

By the State of Maine^ by resolve of the Legislature. 

Public Documents of the State of New- York, as follows : 
Laws of New- York, 1850-'51-'53-'54. 
Senate Journal, 1850-'51. 
Assembly Journal, 1850. 
Senate and Assembly Documents, 1851. 
Assembly Documents, 1852. 
New- York Senate and Assembly Documents, 1853. 
Journals of Senate and Assem. (together,) 23d sess., 1800. 
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Assembly Joornals, 4tli session, 2d meeting, 178 K 
do 8th do 2d do 1785. 

do 9th do 1786. 

do »6th do 1812-13. 

do 39th do 1816. 

do 51st do 1828. 

By the Regents of the University. 

FdrteckniDg a en vald Bok-Samling. (Baron Sondes.) 12''. 

Stockholm, 1843. 
Alnander, J. 0. Historiola Artis Typographkae in Suecia.. 12V 

UpsaliiB, 1722. 
Swedberg, Bishop J. America Illuminata. 8"". Skara, 1732. 
Forteckning pa AurivelUi Boksamling. 12''. 

By Mr. Klemming, of Stockholm. 

S: Scheible. Das Kloster weltlich and geistlich, &c., 12 vols. 12''. 

Der Schatzgraber, &c. 8 vols, in 3. 4''. 
Das SchaKjahr, &c. 4 vols. 12^ - 

From G. T. Strong, Esq. 
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REPORT 

Of the Treasurer of the Trustees of the Astor Librarf ^ 

Dec. 31, 1854- 

For the endowment, namely : 

Fund for the edifice, $75,000 00 

<< establishing the library, ... 120 , 000 00 

<< the purchase of site and 

maintaining the library, 205 ,000 00 

— $400,000 00 

For increase of endowment, namely : 
Donation from Br. J. O. Cogswell, . • $1 ,029 90 
« Mr. W. B. Astor,. . . . 7,350 00 
Balance of premium account, being 
gain on stocks in which the funds 
were paid by Mr. Astor^s execu- 
tors, 4,407 87 

Balance of surplus interest, 

In 1852 (over expenses), $4,885 30 

In 1853, << .. 4,078 50 

In 1854 (subject to bear 
the contingent ex- 
penses of this year, 

$6,275), 12,602 21 

21,566 07 

34,363 84 
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$434,353 84 
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For real estate i 

The site, %% $25.000 00 

The building, 75,220 99 

Equipment of library, shelving, ftir- 

naces, furniture, &c., • 19 ,896 36 

$120,117 35 

For investment in bonds and mortgages in New- 
York, Brooklyn and Albany, 201 ,500 00 

For books at cost, $101,874 23 

Sills of books not yet adj usted, 1 , 1 04 93 

^ 105,979 16 

For expenses for the year, 6,275 03 

Cash in the National Bank,.... ,.. 482 30 

#434,353 84 

DANIEL LORD, Treasurer. 
December 31, 1854. 
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STATEMENT 

i 

Of the Receipts and Expenditeres of the Trustees of 
the Astor Library in the year 1854. 

Receipts. 

Jav?y^ Interest on bonds and mortgages, $255 00 

Feb'y. do do 2,017 50 

March. do do 1,980 00 

April. do do ........ 210 00 

May. do do 1,235 00 

^' Sales 3,500 United States stock, premium 

and interest, 4 , 309 83 

June. Interest on bonds and mortgages, 210 00 

July. do do 255 00 

August. do do 2 ,298 00 

Sept. do do 1,980 00 

Oct. do do 210 00 

Nov. do do 625 00 

Dec. do do 1,140 00 

" Interest due 1st February next, paid in 

advance, 157 50 

116,882 83 

Expenditures. 

Jan'y- Balance last year allowed, $219 18 

Feb'y. Carpeting, $675 46 

Shelving, 479 28 

Copies annual report, extra, . . • • 64 00 

1,218 74 

March. Salary superintend^ 3 months,. $625 00 

Salary of assistants, 553 00 

Advertising, 10 64 
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March. Tables, iron standards, painting, 

and sundry famiture, $200 45 

Sundry small repairs, 13 00 

April. Tables and chairs, $262 00 

Salaries and T;<^ages, 160 00 

May. Dr. Cogswell, on account of 
purchases of books by him, 
$4^73.65; intei^st, |45.62, |4,519 27 

Salaries and wages, 235 00 

A. Saelzer, architect, in full,. 450 00 

Jane. Salary superintd't 3 months, . |625 00 

Salaries and wages 1 month,. 185 00 

July. Salaries and wages, $118 33 

Freights, 115 51 

Shelving, drawers, &c., 459 16 

Advertising,...., 22 00 

August. Salaries and wages, $193 32 

Gleaning library, 11 75 

Awnings to glass roof, paint- 
ing, shelving, &c., 390 00 

Fuel for coming winter,.. . • • • 350 00 

Sept. Salary of superintendent, . • • • $625 00 

Salaries, 83 33 

• Books,sundry bills for binding, 1 , 308 78 

Oct. Salaries, $143 33 

Gas meter, printing readers' 

tickets, wood, •. 73 88 

BookSj bills for binding,. • . • 247 25 

Nov. Dr. Cogswell, for books, $1 ,000 00 

Salaries, 83 32 

Furniture, 6 70 



$1,402 09 



422 00 



5,204 27 



810 00 



715 00 



945 09 



2,017 11 



464 46 



1,090 02 
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Deo. Salary of snperlntendent) • • • • |625 00 

Salaries and wages, 143 33 

Fomiture, 6 dozen oak chairs, 288 00 
Insurance premiums on build- 
ing, $110.21; do on books, 

$642.58, 752 79 

Custom House and other 

charges on books imported, 92 45 

$1,901 57 

$16,400 53 
Balance cash in National Bank, according to bank 

book,. 482 30 

$16,882 83 



DANIEL LORD, Treasurer. 
December SI, 1854. 

Remarks. 

There are no arrears of interest due on any of the securities, 
and no outstanding claims against the corporation. 

During the year the devisees of the land taken for the site have 
partitioned their lands, of which it was part, and have claimed 
the fund remaining in the hands of the executors of Mr. Astor, 
and it is embraced in the decree in that suit. As they have elect- 
ed to receive ihat fund in that manner, and the Supreme Court, 
after hearing argument on the matter, have decided that this was 
proper, Ihe library is discharged from that subject, and that item 
henceforth disappears from our accounts. The executors thus 
pay the price of the site out of the legacy. 

The amount expended for books now stands at $104,874.23, to 
which is to be added $1,104.93, an amount expended by Dr. Cogs- 
well, but not yet passed by the committee. 

Mr. William B. Astor has made a donation of $7,350 (jCl,500) 
by an advance to Dr. Cogswell in Europe, with a view to enrich- 
ing a department for the useful arts, which gift is to be taken 
into consideration in noticing the increased amount of our books. 
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Our investments, other than in the edifice and its eqolpmenli 
and in books, are in bonds secured by mortgages of lands in the 
cities of New- York, Brooklyn, and Albany, and amoont to 
$201,500. 

The yearly income, at the rates of interest now payable on the 
bonds, some of which fall due In the coming year, will be 
<12,415. 

The probable yearly expenses will be — 

Salaries, $3,860 00 

Fuel, 850 00 

Insurance premiums, 1,000 00 

Contingencies, say 500 00 

In all, $5,710 00 

Leaving $6,705 for the increase of the library. 

DANIEL LORD, Treasurer. 
New-Tobk, Jan. 29, 1855. 
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IN SENATE, JAN. 23, 1856: 



REPORT 
Of the Trnsteei of the Astor Library for the year 1855. 

AsTOR Library, New- York, ) 
January 23, 1856. \ 

To the Hon. Henry J. Raymond, 

Lieutenant Governor: 

Sir — ^We have the honor to transmit herewith the annual re- 
port of the Trustees of the Astor Library, for the year ending 
December 31, 1855. 

Respectfully, 

WASHINGTON IRVING. 

President, 
Samuel B. Ruggles, Secretary, 
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EEPORT. 



The Trustees of the Astor Library, in obedience to their act of 
incorporation, respectfully present to the Legislature this their 
Seventh 

ANNUAL REPORT. 

During the year ending December 31, 1855, they have ex- 
pended the sum of $7,284.36 in payment for books, exclusive of 
binding. The whole amount expended up to that time for books 
and binding has been $120,330.96, as will appear by the report 
of Daniel Lord, Esqr., treasurer, which is hereto annexed, and 
marked A. That report also exhibits their receipts and expen- 
ditures during the year. 

The total cost of the present library building, including 
the site, and also the equipment in shelving, Stc, has been 
$120,352.41. The productive fund, invested in bonds and mort- 
gages, is $201,500, and the cash in bank $2,038. The schedule 
hereto annexed, marked B, exhibits the donations of books re- 
ceived since the last annual report. 

Some improvements have been made during the year in the 
lower rooms of the edifice, to gain space for books, which had 
begun to crowd the shelves in the principal apartment. The 
annual report for the year 1853, presented in January, 1854, 
states the running length of the shelves to be between twelve 
and thirteen thousand feet; of this space not more than one 
thousand feet now remains unoccupied by books, rendering it 
particularly desirable to obtain additional room to meet the 
further increase of the library. 
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The difficulty which the Trustees were apprehending from this 
rapid exhaustion of the space devoted to books, was occasioned 
by their success in making the necessary purchases at very rea- 
sonable prices, and, in fact, on much better terms thail they can 
expect hereafter. It has thus enabled them to fill the shelves of 
the library edifice within the first two years after its completion, 
and to reach the limits of its capacity much sooner than they 
had anticipated. The dimensions of the building, sixty-five feet in- 
width on Lafayette place, had been particularly prescribed by 
Mr. John Jacob Astor, the founder of the library, and left them 
no discretion in that respect. 

Under these circumstances the Trustees have peculiar gratifi- 
cation in being able to state to the Legislature, that the embar- 
rassment they are beginning to feel from the too rapid increase 
of their literary wealth, has been removed by a signal act of 
liberality and forecast, by Mr. William B. Astor. At the meet- 
ing of the Board on the 31st of October last, that gentleman 
laid before it three deeds of conveyance, duly authenticated and 
recorded, to the Trustees of the library in their corporate capa- 
city, of three parcels of land lying on Lafayette place, immedi- 
ately adjacent to the present library building on its northerly 
side, and embracing in the aggregate an area of eighty feet wide 
in front and rear, and one hundred and twenty feet deep on each 
side, and which lands Mr. Astor had purchased from their pro- 
prietors for the suin of $30,476. His purpose in making this 
very timely and valuable donation, and the still more munifi- 
cent objects he has in view, will sufficiently appear from the fol- 
fowing entries on their records, which the Trustees beg leave to 
submit to the Legislature without further remark : 

"Astor Library, October ^1, 1855. 
"The Board of Trustees met in the library. 

" Trustees present — Washington Irving, President; Hon. Fer- 
nando Wood, Mayor of the city of New- York, ex-officio, and 
Messrs. Astor, Lord, Cogswell, Ruggles, Brevoort and Williams. 

" Mr. Astor laid before the Trustees the deeds of the property 
lately purchased by him for the library, and announced his pur- 
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pose to build on it for the use of the library, and to expend for 
books, from time to time, such sums as he might think useful; 
and requested the appointment of a committee to co-operate with 
him in the building, as representing the corporation. 

" Mr. Irving, from a special committee appointed for the pur- 
pose, reported the following expression of the thanks of the 
Board : 

" To Mr. AsTOR : 
'' The Trustees of the Astor Library acknowledge, with thanks, 
the donation from Mr. William B. Astor of the valuable lands 
on Lafayette place, adjacent to the site of the library. They 
woidd do violence to their sense of public duty, as well as to 
their individual sentiments, if they did not express their high 
appreciation of this munificent gift to the case of knowledge 
and learning. 

" They are unwilling to suppress the expression of the plea- 
sure which this, and other gifts of Mr. Astor to the library, re- 
calls of the noble precedent of the use of wealth, by Mr. Astor, 
the fether, made- the more impressive by the liberality of Mr. 
Astor, the son. 

" The Board, unanimously (excepting Mr. Astor) united in 
this expression, which was duly communicated to him by the 
President." 

The Trustees would only add, that a committee was duly ap- 
pointed to co-operate with Mr. Astor in erecting the proposed 
addition to the edifice, but the plans are not yet fully matured. 
It will be their agreeable office to communicate to the Legisla- 
ture the progress of the building and its further accessions of 
books in their future reports. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

WASHINGTON IRVING, 

President, 
Samuej^ B. Buggles, Secretary, 

Astor Library, Jan, 23, 1856. 



APPENDIX A, 

To Report of Trustees of the Astor Library . 

Report to the Trustees of the Astor Library, December 31 ,1855, 
by Daniel Lord, Treasurer. 

Dr. 

For endowment, as expressed in the will of J. J. Astor, Esq.: 

For the building $75,000 

" Library 120,000 

" General fund 205,000 ^ 

$400,000 00 

Increase of endowment, from J. 6. 

Coggswell, Esq $1,029 90 

Premiums on stock I 4,407 87 

Surplus interest 15,291 04 

Mr. W. B. Astor, donations for books, 

&c 13,770 55 

Of land 30,476 00 

64,975 36 

Interest received in 1855, subject to bear the year- 
ly expenses 12,407 87 

W. B. Astor, Esq., amount due him for sundry 
disbursements, for insurance, repairs, &c 1,090 20 

$478,473 43 

Cr. 

For real estate, viz : 

The site and building $100,220 99 

Equipment, (shelving, &c.) 20,131 42 

Land from Mr. W. B. Astor 30,476 00 

$150,828 41 



8 [Senate 

Investment in bonds and mortgages • $201,500 00 

Books at cost and binding 120,330 96 

Expenses for the year 1856 ' 5,793 68 

Cash in National Bank , 20 38 

$478,473 43 



DANIEL LORD, 

iVeasurer, 
January, 17, 1856. 



STATEMENT 

Of the Receipts and Expenditures of the Trustees of 
the Astor Library, during the year 1855. 

BeceiptIs. 

Balance in bank, Dec. 31, 1854 $482 30 

January, interest received • 175 00 

February, " 1,946 00 

March, « 1,'980 00 

AprU, " 210 00 

May, « 625 00 

June, « 1,140 00 

July, ^ 175 00 

August, « .•...* 2,104 00 

September, " 1,980 00 

October,. " 210 00 

November, « 625 00 

December, " 1,140 00 

Cash in advance, int. due Feb. 157 60 

$12,948 80 

ExPENDlfU&Ed. 

Jan. Bookbmding $199 23 

Salaries to assistant librarians. • 116 67 

Fuel 11 50 

Repairs • 619 

$333 69 

Feb. Binding $60 00 

Assistants 116 66 

Equipment, (furnfttire, &c.) ... 66 63 

# 233 29 



Carried forward^ ....••... $ 
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Brought forward, $ 

March. Salary superintendent $625 00 

Assistants $116.66, porter $60 . . 1 76 66 
Sundries, (labor, shovels, &c.) . . 7 94 

Books, reimburs'g Dr. Cogswell, 1,984 08 

2,793 68 

April. Assistants « $116 66 

Fuel, $46.62, express frt. $1.50, 48 12 

Carpenter on building, &c . .... 155 10 

319 88 

May. Assistants $116.66, porter $60,. . $176 66 

Binding, 122 51 

299 17 

June. Salary superintendent, $625 00 

Assistant $58.33, porter $60, ... 118 33 

743 33 

July. Books, reimbursing Dr.Cogswell, $1,300 28 

Fuel, 293 62 

Stationery, and engr. dup. min., 28 50 

Binding, 100 97 

Assistants $100, porter $30, .... 130 00 

Printing readers' tickets, 45 00 

Stationery, * 10 50 

1,908 87 

Sept. Books, &c.. Dr. Cogswell, $3,000 00 , 

Assistants, August and Septem- 
ber, $2Q0 ; porter $60, 260 00 

Binding, 64 59 

Carpenters' work, 109 43 

Salary superintendent, 625 00 

4,059 02 

Oct. Assistants $100, porter $30, 130 00 

Nov. Assistants $100, porter ^30, .... $130 00 

Binding, 109 59 

239 59 

Dec. Books, balance reimbursing Dr. 

Cogswell $1,000, int. $58.63, $1,058 63 
Assistants $100, porter to 31st, 
$46, ^ 146 00 

Carried forward, $ $ 
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Brought forward, $ $ 

Printing reports, 38 *87 

Salary superintendent, 625 00 

1,868 00 

$12,928 42 



Receipts, including balance in hand, Dec. 31, 1834,. |12,948 80 
Expenditures, 12,928 42 

Cash in bank, $20 38 

Remarks. 

There are no arrears of interest due on any of the securities; 
but $159 is paid in advance of interest due 1st of February next 
on one of the mortgages. There is due to Mr. W. B. Astor, for 
premiums of insurance, &c., advanced by him, $1,090.20; to be 
reimbursed from accruing income. 

The surplus of income over expenses has been applied in pay- 
ment of books purchased. Such payments, exclusive of binding, 
have been $7,284.36. This has been the cause of the above ad- 
vance by Mr. Astor being unpaid. 

The endowment of the corporation has been increased by the 
gift of an addition to our site on Lafayette Place, eighty feet wide 
and one hundred and twenty feet deep, at a cost of $30,476; and 
also by a further donation of money, expended in books by the 
superintendent, now reaching the sum of $13,770.55, in further 
enriching a department for the useful arts. 

Our income for the coming year will be, $12,465 00 

Already received, $159 00 

To reimburse above, amount of ....... . 1,090 20 

1,249 20 

Leaving applicable to the year 1856, $11 ,215 80 

The probable expenditures will be : 

Salaries, $4,060 00 

Fuel and water tax, about 400 00 



Carried forward, $ $ 
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Brought forward, $ $ 

Premiums of insurance, say 900 00 

Contingencies, about 450 00 

5,810 00 

Leaving for general purposes, $5,405 80 

The investments remain the same as at the close of the last 

year. The mortgagors are very punctual in pajring interest, and 

the amounts are well secured by lands m the cities of New- York, 

Brooklyn and Albany. 

January 17, 1856. 

DANIEL LORD, 

Treasurer. 



APPENDIX B, 

To Report of Trustees of Astor Library. 



Donations to the Astor Library, 1855. 

Documents relative to the Colonial History of the State of New- 
York, edited by E. B. O'Callaghan, M.D., vols. IV, V, IX, 4^. 
New- York Senate Documents, 77th Session, 1854, vols. I, II, 8°. 
New-York Assembly Documents, 77th Sess. 1854, vols I-VI, 8°. 
New-York Laws, 77th Session, 1854. 

From the Regents of the University. 

The Medicinal, Poisonous and Dietetic Properties of the Crypto- 
gamic Plants of the United States. By Francis Peyre 
Porcher, M.D. New-York, 1854. 8^. 

Donor not known. 

Statistical View of the United States; being a Compendium of 
the Seventh Census. By J. D. B. De Bow. 8^. 

From the author. 

Brooklyn City Water- works; including all the documents of 

the Water Committee, submitted to the Common Council. 

Brooklyn, 1854. 

From J. A. Dayton. 

Liibeck in der mitte des sechszehnten Jahrhunderts. 

From Prof. J. Gefifeken, of Hamburg. 

Cartoons in Outline, illustrative of the Gospels, with illuminated 
text, designed and etched by E. Latilla. Florence, 1848. 

From W.. B. Astor. 

The Military Journals of two Private Soldiers, 1758-1775. 

Poughkeepsie, 1855. 8^. 

From Abraham Tomlinson. 



14 [Senate 

Report of the Register of the Treasury, on the commerce and 
navigation of the United States, ending June, 1854. 

Congressional Globe, 33d Congress, 1st Session, parts I, II, HI, 
and Appendix. 

Message from the President of the United States, with the accom- 
panying documents, 1854-5. Vols. I-III. 8^. 

Patent Office Report, part II, 1853, and. part 1, 1854. 8°. 

Report of the Superintendent of the United States Coast Survey, 
1853. 4«. 

Andi*ews' Report on Colonial Trade, with maps, 1852. 8*^. 

From the Hon. H. Fish. 

Greological Map of Keweenaw Point, Lake Superior, Mich. By 
J. D. Whitney, assisted by S. W. Hill and W. H. Stevens. 

From the author. 

Letter of Hernando de Soto and Memoir of Hernando de Esca- 
lante Fontaneda; translated from the Spanish. By Buck- 
ingham Smith. (Privately printed.) 

From 6. W. Riggs. 

Exploration of the Valley of the Amazon. By W. L. Herndon 

and Lardner Gibbon. Part I, text and atlas. 8^. 

Report of the United States Coast Survey, 1852 and 1853. 4^. 

Report on the Finances of the United States, 1854. 8®. 

Report on Commerce and Navigation, 1854. 8°. 

Abstract of the Seventh Census, 1854. 8^. 

Patent Office Report, 1853, part I. 8^. Two copies. 

Patent Office Report, 1852. Mechanics. 

Compendium of the United States Census, 1850. 8°. 

Report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 1853-4. Finance. 8®. 

Report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 1854. Commerce and 

Navigation. 

From W. A. Walker, M.C. 

Bulletin of the American Geographical and Statistical Society. 

Vol. I. 

From F. L. Hawks. 

Voyages en divers etats d'Europe et d'Asie. Par Philippe Avril. 

From A. V. Williams. 
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Eighth Smithsonian Report, by the Board of Regents, 1854. 8°. 

From the Hon. C. Sumner. 

Addresses and Speeches on various occasions. By Robert C. 

Winthrop. 8®. 

From the author. 

The National Calendar. Vols. II, III, V. 

Register of the Officers, Civil, Military and Naval, of the United 

States, September, 1827. 

From J. Delafleld. 

Catalogue of the Library of the United States Military Academy, 

West Point. 8°. 

From Lieut. Gen. Winfield Scott. 

Institutes of Metaphysics. By James E. Ferrier. 8^. 
Washington; or. Liberty Restored. A poem, in ten books. By 
T. Northmore. Baltimore, 1809. 12^. 

From E. A. Duyckinck. 

United States Magazine of Science, Art, Manufactures, Agricul- 
ture, Commerce and Trade. Volume I, and continuation. 
New-York. 4°. 

The Illustrated American Biography, with portraits of the Prin- 
cipal Actors in American History. Vols. I-III. 4°. 

From J. M. Emerson & Co. 

D'Agar, Le nouveau Ferriere. 3 v- Paris, 1804-5. 4^. 
Daly, Historical Sketch of the Judicial Tribunals of New-Tork, 

from 1623 to 1846. New-York. 8°. 
Giannone, Istoria civile del regno di Napoli. 4 v. Venezia, 

1766. 4^. 
Giannone, Opere posthume. 2 v. Venezia, 1768. 4°. 
Goujon, Jurisprudence romaine. Paris, 1803. 8°. 
Headlam, the New Chancery Acts. London, 1853. 8°. 
Historical essay (an) on the Laws of Rome. Cambridge, 1827. 8°. 
Kames' Principles of Equity; 2d edition. Edinburgh, 1767. Fol. 
Lalaure, Traits de Servitudes; nouv. ed. Paris, 1827. 8^. 
Lampredi, Du Commerce des Neutres, trad. Paris, 1802. 8®. 
Lebeau, Nouveau code des Prises. 3 v. Paris, 1799 — 

1801. 4». 
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Lebret Saint Martin, Table du Journal du Palais. 2 v. Paris^ 

1809-15. 4^. 
Mably, Le Droit Public de PEurope. 3 v. Geneve, 1 764, 12°. 
Maclaurin, Arguments and Decisions in the Court of Justiciary 

in Scotland. Edinburgh, 1744. 4^. 
Putt, Essay on Civil Policy. London, 1830. 8°. 
Switzerland, Seances du Grand Conseil, 1848-9. 2 v. Geneve, 

1849. 4^. 
West Indies, Administration of Justice in the West Indies • 

London, 1827. 8°. 
Wise, The Common Law Procedure Act. London, 1852. 12^. 

From Judge Charles P. Daly. 

Thirteenth Annual Report of the Poard of Education of the city 
and county of New- York, ending January 1st, 1855. 8®. 

From A. Gilbert. 

The writings of Thomas Jefferson, published by order of the 
Joint Committee of Congress on the Library, with explana- 
tory notes by the editor, H. A. Washington. Vols. 1-9. 8^. 
From the office of the Secretary of the Senate, 

Washington. 

Journey from Riga to the Crimea by way of Kier, by Mary 
Holderness. London, 1823. 8®. 

From Alfred Pell. 

Biographical Annual, for 1841. New-York, 1840. 12^. 
Clark (W. G.), Poetical Writings. New-York, 1847. 32^. 
Clifton, Poems, chiefly occasional. New-York, 1800. 24^ 
Simms (W. G.), Vision of Cortes, Cain, and other poems. 

Charleston, 1829. 24^. 
Smith (E. 0.), Poetical Writing^. New-York, 1846. 32^*. 
Wallace (H. B.), Art, Scenery and Philosophy, in Europe. 

From R. W. Griswold. 

Rise and Fall of Papacy, by Robert Fleming. 1849. 12^. Rer 

print. 

From A, Fleming. 

Anttion (G. C), on the displacement of the Professor of Greek 
in the University of New-York. 8^. 
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Adams (S. Q.), Oration on LaPftyette. 

Anderson, Jamaica and the Americans. 

Collections of the Protestant Episcopal Historical Society. 

Vols. 1 and 2. 
Eastburn, Sermon on the death of Daniel Webster. 
Hobart, Discourse on the United States, compared with same 

European countries. 
Kerfoot, on Academical Degrees. 
New-York Ecclesiologist (The). 
Weston, on the Sanctity of the Grave. 

Erom Stanford & Swoyds. 

History of Dublin, N. H., by the Rev. L. W. Leonard. 

From the Author. 

Sixth Annual Beport of the <Crovern0rs of the Almshou^, for 

the year 1854. 

From E. B. Corwin. 

Observations on the writings of Thomas JeflTerson; 2d edition. 

Philadelphia, 1839. 

From W. West. 

History of the province of Georgia, by John G. W* de Brahm ; 
now first printed. Wormsloe, 1849. 4^. 

Journal and Letters of Eliza Lucas; now first printed. Worms- 
loe, 1850. 4^. 

Diary of Col. Winthrop Sargent, during the campaign of 1791. 
Wormsloe, 1861 . 4*=^. 

Observations on Stevens' History of Georgia. Savannah, 1854* 8^. 

Theory of Insanity, by G. Wymberley Jones. 

A Bachelor's Reverie, by Ik. Marvel. 

Observations upon the effects of certain late political suggetstions 
by the delegates of Georgia, printed in the year 1781. 

(All privately printed.) 

From G. Wymberley Jones. 

Short account of the Ganges canal. 1854. 4^. 

From Lieut. Col. Baird Smith. 

Annals o^ the Astronomical Observatory of Harv^jrd College. 
Part II. (voLt) 1852-3. 
[Senate, No. 41.] 2 
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Results of Astronomical Observations made at the Observatory 
of Harvard College under the direction of W. C. Bond. 

From W. C. Bond. 

Remarks on some Fossil Impressions. By J. 6. Warren. Bos- 
ton, 1855. 

From the Author. 

Report of the Commissioner of Patents for the year 1854. Vols. 
I, II. Mechanical. 

From the Patent OflEice. 

The Hundred Boston Orators, from 1770 to 1852. By James S. 
Loring. 

From H. S. Chase. 

The Spanish Reader and Translator. By F. J. Vingut. 

From the Author. 

Catalogue of the Beaufort collection of the London Traders' 
Tokens. 2d edit. 

From the Library Committee of Guild Hall. 

Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge. Vol. VII. 

From the Smithsonian Institution. 

Bengeant, Histoire du traits de Westphalie. Vols. I-VI. 12^. 
Montferrand, Plan et details du monument consacre a la 

memoire de I'empereur Alexandre. Paris, 1836. Fol. 
Montferrand, Description de la grande cloche de Moscow. Fol. 
Rottiers, Itineraire de Tiflis k Constantinople. 8^. 
See reglements van Piter van Ruslandt. Fol. 
Wicquefort, Pambassadeur et ses fonctions. Vols. I, II. 4°. 
From J. C. Gevers, Charge d' Affaires of Holland. 

Rough Notes on an Exploration for an Interoceanic Canal in New 

Granada. Philadelphia, 1854. 8^. 

From the author. 

Explanations and Sailing Directions to accompany the Wind and 
Current Charts. By M. F. Maury. 7th ed. with charts, 

' * From .the author. 
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The Juif errant of Eugene Sue. Translated into Armenian. By 
C. Oscanyan. Constantinople, 1853. 8^. 

From the translator. 

• Sanctse Birgittas handskrift, utgifren af G. E. Klemming. Stock- 
holm, 1855. 4^. 

From the editor. 

Transactions of the New- York State Agricultural Society. Vols. 

XII, XIV. 

From B. P. Johnson. 

Report on Insanity and Idiocy in Massachusetts, 1854. 

From Edward Jarvis. 

Remarkable Incidents in the Life of the Rev. J. H. Fairfield, 

Pastor of Payson Church; compiled by .himself. Boston, 

1855. 12°. 

From the author. 

An English-Romaic Lexicon. By George Polymeres. Syra, 

1854. 8°. 

From the author. 

The publications of the British Commissioners of Patents. Con- 
taining specifications, indexes, journal, &c., amounting to 
about two hundred volumes — being the whole of their 
printed works. 

From the Commissioners of Patents, London. 

Boston City Documents. 3 vols. 

From J. S. Loring. 

A collection of pamphlets relating to Education and Benevolent 

Institutions. 

From James J. Barclay. 

Tracts relative to Military Discipline. 5 vols. 

Epithalamia Oxoniensia. Fol. 

Rapport sur les questions coloniales. Vols. I, II. Fol. 

From Rich, Brothers. , 

Recit des voyages et des decouvertes du R. P^re Jacques 
Marquette, etc. 
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Gabriel DreuiUette. 

From James Lenox. 

Remarks on a late pnblieation in the Independent Gaaetecr^ $ftk 
Reply to Cadwallader and to Gov. Johnstone. 

From W. B. Beed. 

A Voice to America; or, The Model B^nblio— its Gloij or J|i 

Fall. 

From E. Walker. 

Early Lessons in Chinese and Phrase-book. Published Igr tilw 

American missionaries. 8^. 
The works of Tu Po, in Chinese. 
The nine classics of Confacios, in Chinese. 
Eanghi, Imperial Dictionary. In all, sixty-eight Tolnmes. 

From C. K. Tuckerman, Gmtcm. 

Ma Bibliotheque Fran9aise. 

Catjpilogues of the Libraries of Boumouf, of Senonard| and of 

Arago. 

From H. Bossange, Paria. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
Of the Trnstees of the Astor Library, for the year 1856. 

AsToa Library, New-York, 7 
January 29, 1857. J 

To THE Hon. D. C. Littlejohn, 

Speaker of the Assembly: 

We have the honor to transmit herewith, the annual report ot 
the Trustees of the Astor Library, for the year ending December 
31, 1856. 

Sespectfhlly, 

WASHINGTON IRVING, President. 
Samuel S. Buggles, Secretary. 



TO THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OF NEW-YORK. 



The Trastees of the Astor Library, in obedience to their act 
of incorporation, respectfully present to the Legislature, this 
their eighth 
"^ ANNUAL REPORT. 

During the year ending with the 31st of December, 1856, they 
have increased the capacity of that portion of the edifice devoted 
to library purposes, by annexing to the principal room, a portion 
of an apartment which had been reserved for a lecture room, 
thereby gaining additional space for about seven thousand 
volumes. 

This alteration has cost 13,740.31, raising the total amount 
expended on the building, with its shelving and other equipment, 
from 1120,352.41, stated in their last annual report, to $124,092 
72. This amount includes |25,000, the cost of the site. 

The dimensions of the present building, are sixty-five feet by 
one hundred and twenty, but the capacity of the library will 
speedily be doubled, by the completion of the additional edifice, 
now in progress on the adjacent land, eighty feet by one hun- 
dred and twenty, the munificent gift of Mr. William B. Astor. 

The particulars of that splendid donation are fully stated by 
the Trustees in their last annual report, embracing not only the 
duplication by Mr. Astor, of the present building, but the ad- 
ditional expenditure '^ for books, from time to time, of such sums 
as he might think usefiil." 

The amount of |30,476 paid by Mr. Astor for the site of this 
additional edifice, appears in the treasurer's report as a part of 
the property of the library. A copy of the report showing the 
receipts and expenditures for the year, is hereto annexed and 
marked A. 
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The trustees have no means of stating or estimating the cost 

of the additional edifice, as it is defrayed entirely by Mr. Astor, 
but if completed, on the plan as commenced, it will fall little 
short of 1100,000, exclusive of the |30,476 given for the site. 
The foundations are already laid, and the building carried 
several feet above the street level. It will be fiilly equal 
to the present building in size and solidity, and will corres- 
pond with it in materials and external appearance, imparting 
to the whole the architectural effect of a single edifice one hun- 
dred and thirty feet in front. A space of fifteen feet is left open 
on the northern side for light and ventilation. 

During the last year, there have been added to the library, by 
purchase or donation, 3143 volumes. The amount expended in 
purchases was |8,464.35, which, added to the sum of |120,352.41 , 
reported for the previous year, makes a total of |128,794.31. 

In their report to the Legislature for the year 1853,(Ass. Doc. 
of 1854, No. 56,) the trustees stated that Dr. Joseph 6. Cogs- 
well, the superintendent, had founded, at his own expense, the 
whole department of Bibliography, embracing several thousand 
volumes, many of them very rare and costly. The donor, hav- 
ing uniformly declined to state the cost of this important addi- 
tion to the literary wealth of the library, the trustees are una- 
ble to report its pecuniary value, and can only add, that during 
the last year, as in several preceding years, Dr. Cogswell with 
characteristic liberality has continued, at large pecuniary out- 
lay, to provide for this department, so necessary to the efficient 
use and systematic growth of the library. 

In the same report, the trustees further stated, that Mr. Wil- 
liam S. Astor had placed two thousand five hundred pounds 
sterling at the disposal of Dr. Cogswell, to found a special Tech- 
nological department, embracing the various branches of practical 
industry and the mechanic arts. This sum has been fully ex- 
pended, with further contributions by Mr. Astor, until it has 
reached the amount of |1 5,325.24, expended in books in this 
department, increasing by that amount the property under the 
charge of the trustees. 
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The donations of books made by oiher individuals daring the 
last year are exhibited with the names of the donors in the 
schedule B, hereto annexed. 

Valuable collections of public documents, historical, statistical 
and scientific, have also been received during the year, from the 
States of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, under special resolves 
of their respective Legislatures. The Trustees desire publicly 
to testify their feeling of obligation to those enlightened bodies 
for these gratifying manifestations of their regard. They feel 
veil assured that our own Legislature will fully appreciate the 
liberal and fraternal spirit which prompted these gifts to a public 
institution of a sister State. 

During the year 1855 the British commissioners of patents, 
under authority granted by their government, presented to the 
Astor Library, a complete set of their very extensive, costly and 
valuable publications up to that period* 

The immense extent of the work may be estimated by the fact 
that it contains or is to contain all the patents (with copies of 
the accompanying specifications and drawings) issued by the 
British government from the year 1611 to the present time. 

The striking fact mil hardly fail to arrest the attention of the 
Legislature, that during the whole of the seventeenfii century, 
fSpom 1611 to 1701, but 267 patents were issued by Great Britain; 
and in the eighteenth century, from 1701 to 1801, only 2,096; 
but that in the first fifty-two years of the present century, 11,793 
were issued, and in the last four years, from 1852 to 1856, no 
less than 9,978; exhibiting a vivid picture of the comparative 
intellectual activity of the present age, devoted to material 
objects and the laws of nature. 

The proper preservation and arrangement of such a mass 

* 

of human thought and invention, deeply interesting as a portion 
of the intellectual history of mankind, is of still greater prac- 
tical importance in stimulating and guiding the genius of our 
own artists and inventors, following with no faltering footsteps, 
their parent race. 
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Hie yolnmes now publislied were not reeeited at the Library 
until the month of December last, but they have already been 
extensively consulted by our artistic and mechanical classes. 
The publication is a noble tribute to mechanical art and science, 
and entitles the British government and its enlightened com- 
missioners to the respect and gratitude of the civilized world. 

For the purpose of preserving in the most durable form, the large 
mass of drawings included in this extensive work, the Trus- 
tees directed them to be mounted and bound, in London. The 
necessary expense was |2,948.68, which will, of itself, famish 
some idea of the extent of the work. 

Its general scope and arrangement will more fully appear, by 
the following communication, made to the Trustees, by Dr. Cogs- 
well; 

<^ The publications of the British Commissioners of Patents, 
presented to the Astor Library, in 1855, by the Commissioners 
of Patents in London, were retained there, that the volumes for 
1855 might be completed, and the whole set bound by binders 
experienced in arranging the plates, which are so numerous that 
the work would be idmost useless if they were not arranged with 
great care. It has required several months to do this, as it 
should be done, and it was not until December last, that the work 
reached the Library. On examination, it proves to be of so 
much greater magnitude than it is commonly understood to be, 
and of such general interest to the whole body of the productive 
classes, that it must be desirable ^ a large portion of the com- 
munity to have a more precise account of it. 

" By virtue of an act of the British Parliament, 1 6. and 1 6. Vic- 
toria, the Commissioners of Patents were required to cause the 
specifications for patents to be printed, and plates of the corres- 
ponding drawings to be made. They began with the patents 
granted in 1852, and in due time, they published all the specifi 
cations for that year, amounting to one thousand two hundred 
and eleven, with nearly as many plates of drawings belonging to 
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them. The specifications are bound in twenty yolnmes, royal 
8yo., and the drawings in the same number of folios. The let- 
tering on the back of the octavo volumes, shows the numbers of 
the specifications found in it; and the folios for the same year, 
the numbers of the corresponding drawings. A single example 
will make this clear. Vol. 20th, in octavo, for 1852, is marked 
1,135 to 1,211, being the numbers of the specifications. Vol. 
20th, in folio, for 1852, Is also marked 1,135 to 1,211, being the 
numbers of the drawings. The same system of lettering extends 
throughout. 

"The specifications for 1853 are 3,045, making forty-three royal 
octavos; the drawings belonging to them make the same number 
of folios. 

"The specifications for 1854 are 2,764, making thirty-seven 
royal octavos; the corresponding drawings as many folios. 

"In 1855, the specifications and drawings make the same num- 
ber of royal octavos and folios as 1854. 

"For the four years the whole nxmibers of volumes of specifica- 
tions and drawings i^ 137 royal 8vo., and 137 folios. The Com- 
missioners of Patents have also begun the publication of the* 
specifications and drawings previous to 1852, which are included 
in their donation to the Library. The specifications selected for 
earliest publication, are those which they consider most impor- 
tant, that are not described in any printed work. Of these, 
forty-seven large octavo portfolios, and twenty-three in folio, 
have been received at the Library. In addition to the above, 
and two volumes of the Commissioners' journal, there are twenty 
volumes of indexes, which render this very extensive work as 
easy of consultation as a common dictionary. The following 
are the various kinds of indexes, with which it is furnished : 

1st. An alphabetical index, of patents granted from 1617 to 
1853, with a supplementary index for each year since. 

2d. Subject matter index, for the same p^iod, with the sup- 
plement. 
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3d. Chronological index for tlie same period, and supplements. 

4th. Reference index for the same period, pointing out the 
office in which each enrolled specification of a patent may be 
consulted, the books in which specifications, law proceedings, 
and other subjects connected with inventions have been noticed, 
&c. 

5th. A separate alphabetical and subject matter index for 
patents for fire-arms, projectiles, &c. 

"The whole of this invaluable and truly beautiful work has 
been published under the direction of Sennett Woodcroft, Esq., 
the superintendant of specifications, and it is so perfect, that it 
would not be possible to point out in what respect it could be 
improved or rendered more convenient of use. Under his 
direction also, the copy now in the Astor Library was arranged 
for binding, which he had the kindness to attend to, that we 
might be sure of having every thing right and in the best con- 
dition for convenient use. 

"The volumes are all bound uniformly in red Turkey morocco, 
and the drawings mounted on strong white calico, the strips to 
which they are attached to the binding being so brought out, 
that the whole plate spreads open without any fold. This pre- 
caution has greatly increased the cost of binding, but it will be 
evident to every one, who examines the volumes, that the in- 
creased security and facility which are given, more than com- 
pensate for the additional expense. The Commissioners are 
now going on with the specifications and drawings for the years 
previous to 1852, and we have good reasons for believing that 
the same liberality which has enriched this and three or four 
other libraries of this country with this truly princely donation, 
will be extended to the continuations. 

"This is one of the many instances of the liberal spirit, which 
has been manifested by the British government, in the distribu- 
tion of their numerous costly publications. The only condition 
attached to thetr gift is, that the library should be free to the 
public. The Astor Library is indebted to Mr. Suchanan, when 
he was our minister in London, for making known to the Com- 
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missioners of Patents^ that it was of that description, and this 
simple assurance secured for it, the great work above described. 
The Library is also indebted to Mr. Henry Stevens of London, 
for his personal attention in relation to it. The work will 
occupy a conspicuous place by itself in the Library, to which it 
is certainly entitled as one of its most beautiful ornaments, and 
first among its means for imparting instruction in the industrial 
arts." 

In conclusion, the Trustees report, that the catalogue of the 
library, a work which has required much time and labor, is 
now finished, excepting only a small portion of history. 

It embraces fourteen leading departments, for each of which a 
classified catalogue has been prepared, and fills thirty-two manu- 
script volumes. 

A general alphabetical catalogue, for the use of the public^ is 
now in press, and will be completed during the present year. 

Respectfully submitted by 

WASfflNGTON IRVING, 

President. 



SAMUEL B. RUGGLES, 

Secretary. 



New- York, Astor Libbartj 
January 29, 1857. 



DOCUMENT A. 

Report of Daniel Lord, Treasurer of the Fundi and Property of 

the Astor Library , December 31 , 1866« 

Dr. 
Por endowment, namely : 

Building, $75,000 00 

Library books, 120,000 00 

General fund, 205,000 00 

Being Mr. Astor's legacy, 400,000 00 

Increased by gifts and sayings, 71 ,589 55 

Due Wm. B. Astor, sundry advances, 4,824 39 

Due Joseph 6. Cogswell do 3,774 84 

Interest for 1856 (subject to bear the expenses 

of the year,) 12,351 87 

Due Baring Brothers & Co., advance of ex- 
penses binding books (given by Patent 

Office) in London, 599 79 

$493,140 44 

Cr. 
Por real estate, namely : 

Original site and building, $100,220 99 

Additional land given by William B. Astor,. . 30,476 00 

Equipment (shelving, furniture, &c.,) 23,871 73 

Expenses, 6,966 44 

do catalogue, • 1,274 84 

Books, 128,794 31 

Bonds and mortgages, 201,500 00 

Gash in Treasurer's hands, 35 73 

$493,140 44 



DANIEL LORD, 
Janwiry 24, 1857. treasurer, 
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The Treasurer further reports, the receipts and expen^ituresi 
of the Trustees of the Astor Library for the year ending^ Dec^ 
•31, 1856. 

Receipts. 

Balance of cash from 1855, $20 33^ 

Interest on bonds and mortgages 12,345 62 

Two bonds and mortgages of 6. & E. Curtis, 

paid in August, • • • • • 4,500 00 

$16,866 OO 

Expenditures. 

Salaries, Superintendent and two assistants 

and wages of porter,. $4,159 98 

Freights, &c., on books from Europe, 138 32 

Binding of books, N. T 274 86 

Fuel, 366 75 

Blank books for catalogue, $24. Reader's 

tickets, $87.50,... • ....• Ill 50 

Repairs, (including painters, plumbers, furnace- 

meUj roof, to furniture, &c.,. 494 58 

Carpeting, 580 45 

Enclosing stair-way to lecture room, 60 81 

Sundries, (curtains, cases for periodicals, 

awning, cleaning library, advertising, &c.) 163 27 

Wm. B. Astor, Esq., payment in February^.. 1,090 20 

Dr. J. 6. Cogswell, part payment in July,. . « . 2,559 66 

A^ Murray, loan on morl^age, Sept., 4,500 

Messrs. Baring, Brothers ft Co., remittances 

towards binding English patents, Oct.^.. 1,705 28 

do do do do Nor., . * 685 61 



•Mt. 



16,830 27 

Cash in Treasurer's hands, $35 IS 

DANIEL LOBD, 
Junuarff 24, 1857. TVeaturer, 



DOCUMENT B. 

DONATIONS TO THE ASTOR LIBRA&T, 1856. 

Specifications of patents issued by Great Sritain^ 1852-56 with 
indexes. 203 vols. 8vo. and 160 vols. fol. 

From the British Coicmissioners of Patents. 

Yankee Travels in the Island of Cuba. 12mo. New-York, 1856. 
Gramatica de la lengua castellana, oompuesta por la Real Acade- 
mia Espanola. 12mo. Nueva York, 1853. 

From A. F. de Alfabo. 

Catalogue of the Library of Amherst College. 

From the Trustees of Amherst College. 

Jobson, D. W. : History of the French Revolution. 

From J. J. AsTOR, Jr. 

Brougham's Political Disquisitions. 3 vols. 8vo. London, 1774. 

From G. Bancroft. 

Alamandini : Descrizione de Congo, Matamba et Angola. 4to. 
Bologna, 1687. 

Alvarez de Abreu : Yictima real legsd. Fol. Madrid 1769. 

Boswell, J. : The life of Samuel Johnson. . 2 vols. 4to. London 
1791. (Presentation copy with the autograph of Boswell.) 

Bridgewater, Earl of : Catalogue of his works^ 4to. Paris. 

Census of Pensioners. 4to. Washington, 1841. 

Gazzettiere Americano. 3 vols. 4to. Livorno, 1763. 

Guzman : Historia de las Missiones. Primera parte, fol. Alcala, 
1601. 

New Jersey : Acts of the Council and General Assembly, com- 
piled by Peter Wilson, fol. Trenton, 1784. 

Report of the Committee on West India Colonies, fol. 

Bilguer, P. R. von, fortgesetzt von v. der Lasa : Handbuch 
des Schachspiels. 8vo. Berlin, 1843. 
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Bledow, L. : Die Zwischen dem Berliner and Posener Klnb 

Gespielten Schach-Partien. 8vo. Berlin, 1843. 

(Heinse, A.) : Anastasia und das Schachspiel. 2 vols* 12mo. 

Frankfurt, a.m. 1831. 

Mauvillon, F. W. von : Anweisung zur Erlemung des Schach- 

spiels. 8vo. Essen, 1827. 

Die yon den Londoner und Edinburger 

Schachklubbs gespielten, fiinf Schach- 

partien. 8yo. Essen, 1829. 

Belehrende Unterhaltung fiir junge 

angehende Schachspieler. 4 vols. 

12mo. Essen, 1731-34. 

(Montigny); Neu entdeckte Scbachspiel-Oeheimnisse. 2te 

auflage. 2 vols. 12 mo. Linz, 1818. 

Silberschmidt, H : Die neu entdeckten Greheimnisse im Gebiete 

des Scbachspiels. 8vo. Braunscbweig, 
1826. 

Lehrbuch des Schachspiels. 8vo. Wolfen- 

buttel, 1845. 

Wahl Giinther: Der Geist und die Geschicbte des Scbacli- 

Spiels. 12mo. Halle, 1798. 

Lugar, R.: Tbe Country Gentleman's Architect. 4to. London, 

La Nouyeaut6 et la Renaissance de la Fleur, foL 

From J. C. Bbeyoo&t. 

A New and Easy Method to Understand the Roman History, 
from the French by Thomas Brown. 

From A. A. Bbucs. 

Bush, G.: New Church Miscellanies. 12mo. New-Tork, 1855. 

From Geo. Bush. 

Cary, T. G.: Memoir of Thomas Handasyd Perkins. 
Francis, J. B.: Lowell Hydraulic Experiments. 4to. 

From T. G. Caky. 

Cleaveland, N.: Address at Topsfleld, Mass., on the Two-hun- 
dredth Anniversary of its Incorporation. 

From N. Ciieatelakd. 

Cole, F. S.: Britain, its Earliest History and Connexion with 
other Nations. From F. S. Cole. 
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The Cherokee Messenger, August, 1844, to May, 1846, in the 
Cherokee Language. From A. J. Cotheal. 

Valentine, D. T.: Manual of the Corporation of the City of New- 
York for 1856. From A, J. Batis. 

Das Neue Testament, deutsch durch M. Lutherj fol. Berlin. 
Richly illustrated and splendidly bound. 

From B. L. Decker, of Berlin. 

Dehon, Bp. T,: Sermons on the Public Means of Grace. Second 
American edition. 2yols. 8vo. From T. Dehon. 

De Peyster, J. W. : History of the Life of Leonard Torstenson, 
Generalissimo ot the Swedish Army. Svo. 

Reports to the Governor of New-York on the Organization of 
the National Guards and Municipal Military Systems of 
Europe. 

The Eclaireur. Vol. I. From J. W. De Peyster. 

Last Will and Testament and Three Codicils of Henry Parish, 
and Proceedings in the Surrogate's Court, in the matter of 
proving the same. From R. J. Dillon. 

The Scalpel, a Quarterly Expositor of the Laws of Health: 
edited by E. H. Dixon. Vols. I to VII, and Nos. 1, 2, of 
Vol. YIII, and several duplicate Nos. From E. H. Dixon. 

Narrative and Correspondence concerning the Removal of the 
Deposits. 8vo. Philadelphia, 1838. From A. Duake. 

Church : History of King Philip's War. 

Guthrie : Geography. From W. M. Dufour. 

New-York Evening Mirror. Vol I, and for 1844-'45. 
Wit and Wisdom of Sydney Smith, with a Memoir and Notes by 
£. A. Duyckinck. 12mo. New-York, 1856. 

Shearman, F. A. : System of Public Instruction and Primary 
School Law of Michigan. From E. A. Dutckinck. 

Report of the Spedal Committee appointed to investigate the 
troubles in Kansas. From A. H. English, M. C. 

Gillis, J. M.: United States Naval Astronomical Expedition to 
the Southern Hemin>here. 2 vols. 4to. 
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Report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the Finances. 8vo. 
Eeport of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey; showing the 

Progress of the Survey during the year 1854. 
Message of the President, in compliance with a Resolution of 

the Senate, calling for information relative to the enlist- 
ment of soldiers, by the agents of Great Britain. 

The United States Patent Office Report for 1855. 2 vols., 8vo. 
Illustrations belonging to reports accompanying the President's 

Message. 
Tenth Annual Report of the Soard of Regents of the Smithsonian 

Institution. Jan., 1856. 8vo. 

From the Hon. Hamilton Fish. 

Fitch, A.: First Report on the Noxious, Beneficial, and other 
Insects of the State of New-York. 8vo. Albany, 1855. 

Proceedings of the 40th, 41st, 42d, and 43d Anniversaries of the 
Washington County Bible Society. 4 pts. 1852-55. 

From Asa Fitch. 

Byrd, A. : The Westover Manuscripts, containing the history of 
the dividing line between Virginia and North Carolina. 

From J. H. Gibbon. 

Goodwin, N. : Genealogical Notes, or Contributions to the Fam- 
ily History of the first settlers of Connecticut and Massa- 
chusetts. 8vo. Hartford, 1856. 

From Nathaniel Goodwin. 

Early English Miscellanies, in prose and verse, edited by J. 0. 
Halliwell. 12mo. London, 1855. 

The Poetry of Witchcraft; reprinted under the direction of J. 0. 
HalUwell. 4to. *Brixton Hill, 1853. 

A brief description of the Antient and Modern Manuscripts, pre- 
served in the Public Library, Plymouth. 4to. London, 
1853. 

From J. 0. Halliwell, Esq. 

Hamel, J. : Tradescant der Aeltere 1618 in Russland. 4to. St. 
Petersburg, 1847, 

From Dr. J. Hamel. 

Report of the Commissi ner of Indian Affairs, for 1854. 

From Dr. Hart, of Hartville. 

[Assembly, No. 57.] 2 
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Annals of the Astronomieal Obfierratoiy of Harvard College. 
Vol. I., Pts. 1 and 2. 

From the Obseeyato&t of Hakyaad Cou^ege. 

Hittell, J. C: The Eyidenees against Christianity. 

From J. S. HrrrELL. 

Connecticut : Public Acts, May session, 1856. 8vo. 

Resolutions and Private Acts, May session, 185&. 
8vo. 

Journal of the Senate, May session, 1856. 8vo. 
Journal of the House of Representatives, May 1856. 

8vo. 
Messages, Reports, &c.. May session, 1856. 8vo. 

From Cha&les J. Ho;&dlt. 
List of convicts discharged from Auburn, Mt. Pleasant, and 

Clinton Prisons, 1851-55. 
Statutes of the State of New-York, relating to Common Schools. 
Revised Statutes relating to Highways, Bridges and Ferries. 
Poor Laws of the State of New-York. 
Report of the Committee on Canals. 
Act respecting Convictions in Criminal Courts. 
Circular to the Sheriffs of the different counties. 
Circulars of the Superintendent of Common Schools to Supervi- 
sors and to Trustees of School Districts. 
Circular respecting Instruction of the Deaf and Dumb. 
Mather and Conrad on the Geological Survey of New-York. 
Catalogue of Maps and Surveys in the Secretary of State's ofBlce, 

Albany. 
Cheever, S. Agricultural address, Feb. 15th, 1856. 

Laws of New- York relating to Taxes, 1856. 

From F. Hough. 

White : Historical Collections of Georgia. 

Wheeler : History of North Carolina. 

From Lt. J. C. Hunter. 

Hurd, J. C. : Topics of Jurisprudence connected with the Con- 
ditions of Freedom and Bondage. From John C. Hubd. 

Information respecting the History, Condition and Prospects of 
the Indian Tribes of the United States, by H. B. Schoolcraft. 
Part y. From the Indian Bureau, Washington. 
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if 

Transactions of the New-Tork State Agricultural Society, vol. 
15, 1855. 8vo Albany 1856. 

From B. P. Johnson, Sec'y of the State Ag. Society. 

Army Meteorological Register for twelve years, from 1843 to 
1854, prepared under the Direction of B. B. General Thos. 
• Lawson. 4to. 

From Thomas Lawson, Surgeon General. 

Auer, A.: Die Entdeckung der Naturselbstdruckes. 4to. 
Wien, 1854. 

From C. F. Loosey, Esq., Austrian Consul. 

Lorillard, Jacob and James. Civil Cases. 

Shotwell vs. Hendrickson and Decon. Report of the Testimony 
in the case, taken by J. J. Foster. 2 vols., 8vo. Phil. 1831. 

Decon and Hendrickson vs. Thomas L. Shotwell : Full Report 
of the Case. 8vo. Philadelphia, 1834. 

Argument of Samuel L. Southard in same case. Phila. 1834. 

Code of Civil Procedure of the State of New-Tork reported com- 
plete by the Commissioners on Practice and Pleadings, with 
the Code of Criminal Procedure. 2vols. 8vo. Albany 1852- 

H. B. Bascom and others vs. George Lane and others : Bill of 
Complaint. (Methodist Church Case.) 8vo. New-Yor ,1849. 

Journal of the General Conferences of the Methodist Church, 
1840-1848. 8vo. New-York, 1844-48. 

State of Pennsylvania vs. The Wheeling and Belmont Bridge 
Company : Order of Reference ot the Supreme Court of the 
Unijfeed States with the Proofs, before R. H. Walworth, Com- 
misstoner. 8vo. Saratoga Springs, 1851. 

Argument for the Complainant in the Supreme Court of the 
United States in the same case by E. M. Stanton. Phila- 
delphia, 1852. 

Argument for the Defendants in the same case Phila. ISE^l. 

Statement and Exposition of , the Title of John Jacob Aster to the 
lands purchased by him from the surviving children of 
Roger Morris and Mary his wife, with all the Papers in the 
case. From Daniel Lord. 

Low, S.: American catalogue of Books. 8vo, London, 1856. 

From S. Low. 
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McCoy, A.: Funeral Oration on the Death of the Honorable 

Daniel Webster. 
The Prohibitionist for 1854-55. From Prof. Amasa McCoy. 

MacMullen, J.: Lecture on the Society Library. 

From J. MacMuixen. 

Magoon, E. L.: Westward Empire. 12mo. New-Tork, 1856^ 

From Rev. E. L. Magoon. 

Records of the Governor and Company of Massachusetts Bay, 

edited by N. B. Shurtleff, M. D. 5 vols, in-6. 4to. 
Legislative Documents, Senate and House, 1855. 5 vols. 8vo. 
Reports of the Board of Education 13-19, for 1850-56. 7 vols. 

(2 copies of No. 19.) 
Transactions of the Agricultural Society of Massachusetts, 1847, 

1848, 1849, 1851, 1852. 5 vols. 
Agriculture of Massachusetts ; Second Series, 1853, 1854. Pre- 
pared by C. L. Hunt. 2 vols. 8vo. 
Proceedings of the Board of Agriculture for 1852. Prepared by 

A. Walker. 8vo. 
General Laws and Resolves of the Legislature of Massachusetts, 

1847-55. (Two copies.) 
Abstract from the Returns of Agricultural Societies, 1846. 

(Four copies.) 
Report of Commissioners concerning an Agricultural School, 

1851. 
Report of the Penal Code of Massachusetts, 1844. 
Statistics of certain Branches of Industry, 1846. 
Sanitary Commission Report for 1850. 
First Annual Report of the Insurance Commissioners, 1855. 
Annual Reports of the Railroad Corporations, 1854. 
Registration of Births and Marriages for 1854. 2 copies. 
Astronomical and Trigonometrical Survey Tables. 2 copies. 
Documents relating to the State Reform School, 1849. 
Foreign Insurance Companies. Returns and Statements, 1856. 

4 copies. 
Returns relating to the Poor for November 1st, 1853. 2 copies. 
Twenty-third Annual Report of the Trustees of the Sta^) Lunatic 

Hospital, 1855. 4 copies. 
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Inspectors of the State Prison; Annual Report, 1855. 7 copies. 
Returns of the Keepers of Jails, 1855. 2 copies. 

Prom the State of Massachussetts, by Resolve 

of the General Court. 

Astronomical Observations made at the United States National 
Observatory, Washington, by Lt. Maury. Vol. iv. 

From Lt. Maury. 

Annual Report of the Executive Committee of the State Normal 

School. 8vo. Albany, 1856. 
Catalogue of the Coins and Medals belonging to the New-Tork 

State Library. 8vo. Albany, 1853. 
Catalogue of Coins (duplicates) in the possession of the New- York 

State Library. 8vo. Albany, 1854. 
Catalogue of Maps and Surveys in the oflSce of the Secretary of 

State, of the State Engineer and in the New-Tork State 

Library. 8vo. Albany, 1851. 
Hamilton, P. H.: Eulogy on the Life and Character of T. 

Romejm Seek. 8vo. Albany, 1856. 
Index to the Documents of the Legislature of the State of New- 
Tork, 1842-54, by W. H. Bogart. 8vo. Albany, 1855. 
Manual for th© use of the Legislature of the State of New-Tork. 

8vo. Albany, 1856. 
Report of the Commissioners appointed to Superintend the com- 
pletion of the Natural History ot the State of New-Tork* 

8vo. Albany, 1856. 
Report of the Select Committee appointed to enquire into the 

affairs of Columbia College. 8vo. Albany, 1856. 
Report of the State Engineer and Surveyor of the Canals of the 

State of New-Tork for 1855. 8vJ. Albany, 1856. 
Second Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruc* 

tion of the State of New-Tork, 8vo. Albany, 1856. 
Sixty-ninth Annual Report of the Regents of the University of 

the State of New-Tork. 8vo. Albany, 1856. 
Transactions of the State Medical Society. 8vo. Albany, 1856. 

Prom the New-Tork State Library. 

Parkman, F. : Prairie and Rocky Mountain Life. 12mo. New- 
Tork, 1852. From P. Parkman. 



Easy Introduction to the Game of Chess, &c., by Fhilidor. 

12mo. Philadelphia, 1824. 
The Philidorian, a Magazine of Chess, edited by O. Walker. 

8vo. London, 1837-38. 
Hayes, J. L. : Vindication of the Rights and Titles of Alexander, 

Earl of Stirling. 8vo. Washington, 1853. 
Lesseps, F. : The Isthmus of Suez Question. London, 1855. 
Thirteenth Annual Report of the Soard of Education for 1854. 
Politics in Select Discourses, by M. Balzac, translated by B. 

Kennet, with Political considerations upon refined Politics 

by Naud6; translated by Dr. King. 12mo. London, 1711. 
Barnwell, R. G. : Sketch of the Life and Times of John de Witt, 

Grand Pensionary of Holland. 12mo. New-York, 1856. 

From Alfred Pell. 

United States Japan Expedition under Commodore Perry. 4to. 
Vols. I and III. From Commodobe Perbt. 

Petersen, Chr. : Die Feste der Pallas Athene in Athen und der 
Fries des Parthenon. 4to. Hamburg, 1855. 

From Professor C. Petersen. 

Catalogue of Books belonging to the Library Company of Phila- 
delphia. Vol. Ill, 8vo. Philadelphia, 1856. 

From the Library Company of Philadelphia. 

Porcher, F. P. : The Medicinal, Poisonous and Dietetic Proper- 
ties of the Cryptogamic Plants of the United States. 

From Francis Peyre Porcher. 

Reports of the Prison Discipline Society. Boston, 1826, 1863» 
3 vols., 8vo. From the Prison Discipline Society. 

Die Briicken uber die Weichsel und Ober die Nogat entworfen 
von Lenze, herausgegeben von dem K. Ministerium for 
Handel U. S. W. XIX Tafeln, Atlas folio. 

From the Prussian Ministry of Commerce 

through J. W. Schmidt, Esq., Consul Cteneral. 

Quincy, J. : Address, illustrative of the nature and power of the 
Slave States. 

From JosiAH Quincy. 
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New-York: Senate Documents. Vols.I-III. 78th session, 1855. 

Asssembly Documents. Vols. I- VII. 78th session, 

1855. 
Senate Journal. 78th session, 1855. 
Assembly Journal. 78th session. 1855. 
Laws. 78th session. 1855. 
Documents relative to the Colonial History of the 
State. Vols. VI-VII. 4to. 
Results of a Series of Meteorological Observations, made in obe- 
dience to Instruction from the Eegents of the University, 
from 1826 to 1850, compiled by F. B. Hough. 
Catalogue of the New- York State Library. 2 vols. 8vo. Al- 
bany, 1855. Trom the Regents of the University. 

Rhode Island : Acts and Resolves. 1847 to 1856. 6 vols. 8vo. 

Digest of the Public Laws. 1844. 8vo. 
Public Laws from 1844 to 1856. 8vo. 
Registration of Births, Marriages, and Deaths: 

1st and 2d Reports. 2 vols. 8vo. 
Supreme Court Reports. 3 vols. 8vo. 
Jackson : Report on the Greology of Rhode Island. 8vo. 
Walling's Map of Rhode Island. 1855. 

Records of the Cblony of Rhode Island and Providence Planta- 
tions in New England. Transcribed and edited by J. R. 
Bartlett. From the Legislature of Rhode Island. 

Willmott, R. A. : Pleasure, Objects, and Advantages of Litera- 
ture. 12ma. 

Preedley, E. T. : Practical Treatise on Business. 8vo. 

Shearman, F. W. : Report on Public Instruction. Michigan, 1853. 

Colt, J. C. : Science of Double Entry Book-keeping. 1853. 

Hare, R. : Experimental Investigation of the Spiritual Manifest- 
ations. 8vo. 

Adams, J. C ; Answers to objections gainst Spiritual Inter- 
course. 12mo. 

Professor Welch's Agricultural Address. 

Young, W. T. : Life of Lewis Cass. 8vo. 

Brittan and Richmond : Ancient and Modem Spiritualism. 8vo. 
New-York, 1853. 
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Davis, A. J. : The Harmonial Man. 8yo. Boston, 1853. 

Free Thoughts concerning Religion. Svo. Bos- 
ton, 1854. 

Du Laurier : Des langues oceanniennes. Svo. Paris, 1850. 
Buschmann : Apergu de la langue des lies Marquises, etc. 8vo. 

Berlin. 

Textes MarquesansetTailiens. 8vo. Paris, 1843. 
Gaussin : Du Dialecte de Tahite et des Marquises. 8vo. Paris, 

1853. 
Mosblech : Vocabulaire oceanien. 8vo. Paris, 1843. 
Bock : Erklarung des Baues der Sprachen. 8vo. Berlin, 1853. 
Altschuhl : Recept-Taschenbuch der practischen augenheilkunde 

18mo. Wien, 1837. 
Wunderliche Mal|rchen vergangen Jahrs beschehen in Regens- 

burg, herausgegeben von Scheible. 16mo. Stuttgart, 

1847. 
Grerold, H. : Die Lehre vom Schwarzen Staar und dessen Heilung. 

8vo. Magdeburg, 1846. 
Wittich, M. : Die acute Pneumonie und ihre sichere Heilung. 

8vo. Erlangen, 1850. From D&. Roehkig. 

Bergs-GoUegii Berattelse om Bergs-handteringen, 1852. 4to. 

Stockholm, 1853. 
Commerce Gollegii Berattelse om Sveriges utrikes Handel, 1852. 

4to Stockholm, 1853. 
Commerce Collegii Berattelse om inrikes Sjofarten, 1852-53. 2 

pts. 4to. Stockholm, 1853-54. 
Commerce Collegii Berattelse om Fabriker 1851-52. 2 pts. 4to. 

Stockholm, 1852-53. 
Styrelsens ofver Fangelser Berattelse 6m Fangvarden 1850-52-53. 

3 pte. 4to. Stockholm, 1851-54. 
Tabell-Gommissionens Femarsberattelse om Folkmtogden i Sver- 

ige, 1850. 4to. Stockholm, 1854. 
Hans Majestats Beretning til Norges Storthing om Rigets Tilstand. 

4to. Christiania, 1854. 
Statiske Tabeller for Eongeriget norge; tolvte Rcekke* 4to« 

Christiania, 1853. 
Justitie-Stats-Ministems Berattelse ang&ende Inteckningar, 1851 • 

4to. Stockholm, 1853. 
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Justitie-Stats-Ministerns Berattelse angaende civila Rattegansa- 
renden och Brottmalen, 1851-52-53. 3 vols. 4to. Stock- 
holm, 1853-55. 
From P. ScHROEDER, U. S. Minister, resident at Stockholm. 

Synopsis of the Classification of the British Palaeozoic Bocks, by 
Bev. A. Sedgwick, with a systematic description of the 
British Palaeozoic Fossils in the Geological Museum of the 
University of Cambridge, by Frederick McCoy. 2 vols. 
4to« London, 1855. From Professor Sedgwick. 

First, second, third, fourth, fifth and sixth Reports made by the 

British Commissioners on the Courts of Common Law. 6 

vols. Fol. 1829-34. 
First Report on the Mercantile Laws, 1834. Fol. 
Minutes of evidence on the bill for facilitating Justice. Fol. 

1840. 
Report on the Ecclesiastical Revenues, fol. 1835. 
History of the Rise and Progress of the War in North America, 

from the time of General Gage's arrival at Boston. 2 vols. 

1780. 
Sedgwick, T. : On the Delays in the Court of Chancery. 8vo. 

1838. 
A collection of 236 pamphlets. 

From T. Sedgwick, Esq. 

Shattuck, L. : A History of the Town of Concord, Mass. 8vo. 
Boston, 1855. 

Memorials of the Descendants of William Shat- 
tuck. 8vo. Boston, 1855. 
Report of a General Plan for the Promotion of Public and Per- 
sonal Health. 8vo. Boston, 1850. 
Documents relating to the Registration of Births, Marriages and 
Deaths, Census Details, and Sanitary Condition of Massa- 
chusetts. Bound in two vols. 8vo. 

From Lemuel Shattuck. 

Shurtleff, N. B. : A Decimal System for the Arrangement and 
Administration of Libraries. 

From N. B. Shurtleff. 
[Assembly, No. 57.] 3 



26 [Assembly 

Squier, M. P. : The Problem solved, or Sin not of God. 12mo. 
New-York, 1855. Troni M. P. Squier. 

Register of Officers and Agents, Civil, Military and Naval, in 
the service of the United States. Sept. 30, 1855. 

Executive Documents for the Session of Congress 1854-5. 

Senate Documents for the Session 1854-5. 6 vols. 4to., and 40 
vols. 8vo. 

Jones, G. : Observations on the Zodiacal Light. 

Trom the State Department at Washington. 

Rousseau's Confessions Translated. 12mo. New- York, 1856. 

!From W. Swinton. 

The Bible in iChinese: Old Testament, translated by C. Gutz- 

laflf; New Testament, by Delegates. 
Tac Similes of the Hebrew Manuscripts obtained at the Jewish 

Synagogue in K'ae-Fung-roo. 

From C. K. Tuckerman, of Canton, China. 

Wright, J. : The American Negociator. 

From the Hon. G. C. Verplanck. 

Ninth Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian 

Institution. Jan. 1st, 1855. 
Congressional Globe. Vols. 28, (in three parts,) 29, 30, 31. 

From W. A. Walker, M. C. 

Introduction to Theosophy, or the Science of the Mystery of 
Christ. 12mo. London, 1855. From C. Walton. 

Reports : Explorations and Surveys for a Rail Road from the 
Mississippi River, to the Pacific Ocean, made under the di- 
rection of the Secretary of War in 1853-54. 

Prom the War Department, Washington. 

Tribute to the Irish and Scotch early settlers of Pennsylvania. 

By a descendant. 8vo. 1856. 
Haven, C. C. : Washington and his Army, during their M^rch 

through New Jersey. 8vo. Trenton, 1856. 

From TowNSEND Ward. 
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Watson J. : The Medical Profession in Ancient Times. New* 
York, 1856. From Dr. A. H. Stevens and J. Watson. 

Grammar of the Bakele Language. New-Yorka 1854. 
Grammar of the Mpongwe Language. New-York, 1847. 
Mackey, J. L. : Grammar of the Benga Language. New-York, 
1855. From Rev. Dr. J. L. Wilson. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
Of Trustees of the Astor Library for the year 1857. 

AsTOR Library, New-Tork, } 
January 27, 1858. 5 

To the Honorable the Speaker of the Assemily: 

We have the honor to transmit herewith, the annual report of 
the trustees of the Astor Library, for the year ending December 
31st, 1857. 

Respectfully, 

WASHINGTON IRVING, President. 
Samuel B« Ruggles, Secretary, 



REPORT. 



To the Legislature of the State of Kew- York : 

The trustees of the Astor Library, in obedience to their act of 
incorporation, respectfully present this their ninth 

ANNUAL REPORT. 

The additional edifice adjoining the present library, which had 
been commenced at the date of their last report, is now finished 
to the roof, and is fully enclosed. Most of the interior parti- 
tions are set and plastered, so that the building, if sufficiently 
dry, will be ready for use by the close of the present year. It 
has been built, as. stated in the last report, to correspond in exter- 
nal appearance and general plan, with the edifice already erected, 
to which it is fully equal, as well in workmanship and materials, 
as in size and solidity. 

The library has continued steadily to increase, though not as 
rapidly as may be expected, after the additional edifice shall be 
completed and ready for books. The amount expended during 
the year 1857, for books purchased, was |5,790.20. 

There has also been a marked and gratifying increase in the 
use of the library, and especially by authors and students, so 
much so, that the largely increased accommodations for readenii, 
which the new building will furnish, have already become, in a 
good degree, a matter of necessity. 

The property of the institution, since its foundation in 1848, 
has largely increased in amount and value. 

The original endowment by the late John Jacob Astor, the 
founder of the library^ was four hundred thousand dollars. The 
report of Daniel Lord, Esq., the treasurer, marked A, and hereto 
annexed, shows that it now amounts at least to |566,655.72. 
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It consisted on the 31st of December 1857 : 

1. Of the original library site and edifice, costing, |100^00 99 
Equipment in shelving, furniture, &c., 23,871 73 

124,092 72 

2. Books purchased, costing,... $140,667 68 
Catalogue, part completed,. . . 1,735 84 

142,403 62 

To this item a large amount might be added, 
for the pecuniary value of books presented. 

3. Bonds secured by mortgages of real estate (in- 

cluding $1,000 on deposit in Trust Com- 
pany,) 3delding an annual income of 

113,285.00, $194,500 

Cash in bank, 683 

195,183 00 

4. Site of additional library edi- 

fice, $30,476 00 

Expended on the building to 

December 31st, 1857, 74,500 00 

104,976 00 

The latter item will probably be increased 
from 30 to 50,000 dollars, by the comple- 
tion and equipment of the building, exclu- 
sive of books. 

Present amount of property, $566,655 24 



In their last report to the Legislature, the trustees stated, that 
the cost of the additional building (including its site, $30,476,) 
would be borne, as it since has been, exclusively by Mr. William 
B. AsTOR. They are now enabled to add, that he steadily con- 
tinues to carry out the liberal and enlightened purpose which 
he announced to the trustees, on presenting the site of the new 
edifice,— of expending " for books, from time to time, such sums 
as he may think useful." 

• 

In pursuance of that determination, he has paid to the trea- 
surer, during the year 1857, five thousand dollars in cash, as will 
duly appear by the document A. In addition to this, he has 
empowered the superintendent. Dr. Cogswell, in his discretion, 
to extend the purchases of books to a much larger amount, but 
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that expenditure having but recently commenced, the particulars 
cannot properly be embraced in the present report. 

In former conununications to the Legislature, accompanied by 
the reports of the superintendent, the trustees deemed it their 
duty, to express their convictions, that not only the convenience 
of the public but the preservation and safety of the library, abso- 
lutely demanded, that the books should not be lent out or taken 
from the library building, under any circumstances. Several 
years of practical experience in the management of the institu- 
tion have fully confirmed them in this opinion. In a library 
of reference, intended for students, properly economical of time, 
and often coming from a distance for consultation, the necessity 
for every book required being always ready for examination 
without delay, must be apparent. The trustees have therefore 
deemed it proper and necessary, to prevent any further agitation 
of the subject by entering on their records a stipulation expres- 
sing those views in such a form as to furnish a pledge, not only 
to the public, but to every friend of learning, who may hereafter 
feel disposed to aid the library by donations or endowments. 

A reference to their minutes will show, that at their meeting 
on the 29th of July, 1857 : 

^^ Mr. AsTOR stated, that the donations by him made, and some 
intended to be hereafter made, were on the understanding, that it 
was the settled and unchangeable basis of administering the 
library, that its contents should remain in the library rooms, for 
use by readers there, and should not be lent out or allowed to be 
taken from the rooms ; and he requested, that the views of the 
board be freely and fully expressed. It was thereupon 

^^ Resolved^ That the settled and unchangeable plan of admin- 
istering the library is the one above expressed and understood by 
Mr. AsTOR ; and that the donations in money, land, and other- 
wise, received from Mr. Astor, and to be hereafter received from 
him, and from other friends of learning, are received and will be 
administered according to such plan, and not otherwise." 

The donations of books received during the year 1857, aj^pear 
in the schedule B, hereto annexed. Among other important 
works they embrace the continuation of the voluminous and 
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valuable publications by the Commissioners of Patents of Great 
Britain, particularly described in the last annual report. 

The library is also indebted to the taste and liberality of 
Monsieur Hectok Bossange, of Paris, for a beautiful and costly 
series of medals, illustrative of the sovereigns of Trance, from the 
earliest period to the present time. 

For the information of the public, it is proper to add, that the 
library contains complete sets of all the European periodical 
journals of science of any general importance, and that measures 
have been taken for obtaining the succeeding numbers with all 
convenient despatch after publication. 

A carefully prepared alphabetical catalogue of the library has 
been printed as far as the letter L, inclusive, filling two imperial 
octavo volumes of 500 pages each. The superintendent has sent 
a copy to the State Library at Albany. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WASHINGTON IRVING, 

President, 

SAMUEL B. RUGGLES, 

Secretary, 
AsTOR Library, JSTeio-York^ Jan, i/lthj 1858. 



(A.) 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE TRUSTEES OF 
THE ASTOR LIBRARY. DECEMBER 31, 1857. 

The Funds and Property. 

Dr. 

For original endowmentSjbuUding fund ITSjOOO 00 

Library fund, 120,000 00 

General fund, 205,000 00 

$400,000 00 

Donation from Mr. W. B. Astor, for books, 5,000 00 

Increase from donations recorded and savings of 

income and premiums, 76,980 04 

Joseph G. Cogswell, balance due him for advances 

in purchase of books, 4,000 00 

Interest, 12,316 90 



$498,296 94 



Cr. 

For real estate, original site and building, $100,220 99 

Site of new building from Mr. W. B. Astor, 30,476 00 

Equipment, shelving, furniture, &c., 23,871 73 

Books purchased at their cost, 140,667 68 

Catalogue, in preparation, 1 ,735 84 

Bonds and mortgages, 1 93,500 00 

U. S. Trust Company, deposit, 1 ,000 00 

Baring, Brothers & Co., unsettled account, 29 99 

Cash in National Bank, 683 44 

Expenses during the year, 5,953 77 

Arrears of interest due 1 9th December, 1 57 50 

$498,296 94 
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receipts and expenditures during the year ending december 

31, 1857. 

Receipts. 

Cash in bank, January 1, $40 79 

Interest received, .... 12,644 97 

Donation for books from Mr. W. B. Astor, 5,000 00 

Principal of bonds paid in, 29,500 00 

Deposits in Trust Company repaid, 23,000 00 

$70,185 76 

Expenditures. 

Salaries, superintendent, two assistants, and porters' 

wages, $4,262 79 

Books paid for, 5,790 20 

Fuel, 315 50 

Repairs to building, 95 30 

Alterations to receive British patents, &c., 364 90 

Insurance premiums on $30,000, building, and 

$70,000 books, 790 00 

Catalogue, 461 00 

Printing readers' tickets, report 1853, notices, &c., 76 98 

Croton water tax, furniture, postages, cleaning, .... 51 30 

Debts of 1856, paid, 10,311 78 

Money reloaned, 21 ,500 00 

Trust Company deposits 25,000 00 

Interest on balances owing, 482 57 



$66,502 32 



Receipts, $70,185 76 

Expenditures, 69,502 32 

Cash in bank, ; $683 44 

DANIEL LORD, 

Treasurer. 
December y 31, 1857. 
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REMARKS. 

The treasurer's statement shows that our purchased books have 

Increased, $11,873 07 

Balances owing, paid oflf, 5,199 02 

Cash increased, 627 71 

And inU. S. Trust Company, • 1,000 00 

In all, $18,699 80 

We have received a donation of, $5,000 00 

From bonds over reloaned money, 8,000 00 

And surplus of interest, 6,205 63 



In all,. $19,205 63 



The general fund at interest is reduced $8,000 ; but the 
increase in the rate of interest to seven per cent, per annum, 
affording an increase of income over that of last year, it will be 
$13,285. The expenses may be fairly estimated at not over 
$6,500 ; leaving $6,785 for paying the balance owing to Mr, 
Cogswell, on his purchases, and for other purchases of books. 

In addition to the amount of the property of the library in the 
report, should be added the valuable donations from various 
friends of learning, with no specification of value, and donations 
in money for purchases of books, from Mr. W. B. Astor, the 
amount of which has not been reported. The expenditure on 
the new edifice is defrayed by Mr. Astor, out of his own funds, 
and does not appear in the statement of the property of the 
library. It is understood now to amount to about $74,500. 

The interest on the bonds has been punctually paid. One half 
year's interest due 1 9th December, is in arrear only in a single 
instance, from the debtor's absence. 

DANIEL LORD, Treasurer. 

December 31, 1857. 



DONATIONS TO THE ASTOB LIBRARY. 



Continuations of the publications of the old law patents of Great 

Britain, drawings and specifications. 
Specifications and drawings of Patents in Great Britain, granted 
in 1856. 37 vols, folio, and 37 vols, imperial octavo. 
Presented by Commissioners of Patents of Great Britain. 

Say, T. Description of the Terrestrial Shells of North Ame- 
rica. 8vo. Philadelphia, 1856. 

From A. G. Binney. 

Saflfel, W. T. R. Records of the Revolutionary War. 12^ 
New- York, 1858. 

From W. Astor. 

Manual of the Corporation of the city of New- York, 1857. 

From Orison Blunt. 

Report of the commissioners appointed to ascertain the boundary 
line between New- York and Connecticut. 8vo. Albany, 
1857. 

From the Boundary Commissioners. 

Report of the Commissioner of Patents, 1855 — ^Arts and Manu- 
factures. Vols. 1 and 2. 8vo. Washington, 1856. 

From the Commissioner of Patents. 

Warner, C. D. The Book of Eloquence. 12°. Cazenovia, 1853. 

From Charles Orandall. 

Verplanck, G. C. Garrick: his Portrait in New-York, its 
Artist and History. 8vo. New- York, 1857. 

From A. M. Cozzens. 

• 

Manual of the Corporation of New- York, by Valentine, 1857. 

From W. J. Davis. 

Astronomical Observatory Cambridge. Observations. Vol 2, P. 1 . 

From the Direction of the Observatory. 

Dixon, B. H. Surnames. New edition. 8vo. Boston, 1857. 

From B. H. Dixon. 

Statistical Report of the Sickness and Mortality in the Army of 

the United States, 1839, 1855, by R. H. Coolidge. 
Congressional Globe. 40 vols. 4°. 
Expedition to Chili- Vol- 6. 4^ 
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Pacific Railroad Survey. Vol. 2. 4^. 
Coast Survey Report, 1855. 4**. 

From the Hon. Hamilton Fish. 

Philidor, F. A. D. Analysis of the Game of Chess. 8vo. 

London, 1777. 
Lewis, W. Fifty Games at Chess. 8vo. London, 1832. 
Vogt, C. F. Letters on Chess. 12°. London, 1848. 

From Daniel W. Fiske. 

Catalogue of the Franklin Institute Library, Syracuse. 8vo. 
Syracuse, 1857. 

From the Franklin Institute, Syracuse. 

Baglivius, G. Opera omnia Medico practica et Anatomica. 4**. 

Lugduni, 1745. 
Blasius , G. Anatome Animalium . 4^ Amstelodami, 1 68 1 . 
Desaguliers, J. T. Course of Experimental Philosophy. Second 

edition. 2 vols. 4°. London, 1745. 

Fourcroy, A. F. de. Elemens d'Histoire Naturelle et de Chimie. 
Troisieme edition. 5 vols. 8vo. Paris, 1789. 

Gilman, C. R. Medico legal Examination of the case of C. B. 
Huntington. 

Haller, A. Primse Lineae Physiologise. 8vo. Edinburgh, 1767. 
Opuscula pathologica. 8vo. Lausanne, 1751. 

Harvey W. Opera. 4**. Lugduni Batavorum, 1737. 

Heister, L. Compendium Medicinse Practicse. 8vo. Venetiis, 
1763. 

Hippocrates. De Morbis Popularibus. Libri 1 et 3. 4**. Lon- 
don, 1718. 

Valentini, B. Currus Triumphalis Antemonii. 8vo. Tolosse, 
1646. 

Zapata, J. D. Mirabilia sen Secreta Medico-chirurgica. 8vo. 
Ulmse, 1696. 

From Dr. C. R. Gilman. 

Hewins, J. M. Hints concerning Church Music. 8vo. Boston, 
1857. 

From J. M. Hewins. 

Hittell, J. S. A New System of Phrenology. 12^ New-York> 
1857. 

Evidences against Christianity. 2 vols. 12**. 

From J. S. Hittell. 
A Selection of Anecdotes translated from the English into Per- 
sian, by Krishna Chandra Ghosa. Svo. Calcutta, 1838. 
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Keith, A, The Evidence of Prophecy, translated into Persian' 
by J. L. Merrick. 8vo. Edinburgh, 1846. 

Gaitas, P. Stoicheia. 8vo. Smyrna, 1835. 

Political Decree of the 22d of April, 1851. (Modem Greek.) 
8vo. 

A Chinese Pamphlet. 

From H. A. Homes. 

Elliott, S. Sketch of the Botany of South Carolina and Georgia. 

From Judge Mitchell King. 

Statistical Report on the Sickness and Mortality of the United 
States Army, 1839-1855. 

From Brig. Gen. T. Lawson. 

The Revised Statutes of the State of Rhode Island, 1857. 
Acts and Resolves of the General Assembly of Rhode Island — 
May session, 1857. 

From the Legislature of Rhode Island. 

Report on the Survey of South Carolina, by Oscar M. Lieber. 

8vo. Columbia, 1856. 
HoflEinan, F. Sammlung Recensionen uber F. von Baader's sammt- 

liche werke. 
Enslin, T. C. F. Bibliotheca Psedagogica. 

From Professor F. Lieber. 

Lunt, G. Three Eras of New-England and other Addresses. 
12°. Boston, 1857. 

From G. Lunt. 

Selections from the Correspondence of James Madison, published 
by J. C. McGuire, for private distribution. 4**. Washing- 
ton, 1853. 

From J. C. McGuire. 

Maury's Wind and Current Charts — Gales in the Atlantic. 4*. 
Washington, 1857. From Lt. M. F. Maury. 

Dahlgren, J. A. Shells and Shell-guns. 8vo. 

From the Navy Department of the United States. 

Bottiger, C. A. Sabine, Traduit de I'Allemand, 8vo. Paris, 

1813. 
Calvidii Leti i. e. Claudii Quilleti Callipsedia, edidit L. Choulant. 

12^ Lipsise, 1836. From H. Onderdonk, Jr. 

New- York, Laws passed at the Seventy-ninth Session of the 

Legislature. 8vo. Albany, 1856. 
Journal of the Senate ; Seventy-ninth session. Svo. 
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New- York, Documents ot the Senate ; Seventy-ninth session. 

3 vols. 8vo. 
Journal of the Assembly ; Seventy-ninth session. 

8vo. 
Documents of the Assembly ; Seventy-ninth session. 
7 vols. 8vo. 
Documents relative to the Colonial History of New- York, pro- 
cured in Holland, England and France, by J. R. Broad- 
head. Vol. 1. 4°. Albany, 1856. 
Catalogue of the State Library. Vol. 3. Maps, etc. 
Docmnents relative to the Colonial History of the State of New- 
York. Vol.8. 4^ Albany, 1857. 

From the Regents of the University. 

Ricord, F. W. Catalogue of the Library of the Newark Library 
Association. 8vo. Newark, 1857. 

From F. W. Ricord. 

Deval, C. Traite de PAmaurose ou de la Goutte-sereine. 8vo. 
Paris, 1851. 

Nunez de Taboada. Grammaire Espagnole. 12**. Paris, 1822. 

Malan, J. Guia de Familia para la Administracion de los Reme- 
dios Homoepatios. 8vo. Nueva York, 1853. 

Assman. Abriss der Allgemeinen Geschichte. 8vo. Braun- 
schweig, 1855. 

Ewald. Hebraische Sprachlehre. 2te Auflage. 8vo. Leipzig, 
1855. 

Liebler. Geschichte des Alterthums. 4te Auflage. 12**. Mann- 
heim, 1842. 

Schwarz. Hebraisches Lesebuch. 8vo. Leipzig, 1847. 

Historic Doubts relative to Napoleon. 12°. 

Fenelon. Pious Thoughts, translated by Mrs. Mant. 18**. 

Kingsbury. Words of Christ. 24**. 

Virgilius. Ubersetzt von Neuffer und Osiander. 6 vols. 12**. 
Lateinischer Text mit Ammerkungen von Freund. 
3 vols. Svo. From Dr. Otto Roehrig. 

Roemer, J. The Relative Importance of Ancient and Modem 
Languages. 12**. New- York, 1856. 

From Professor J. Roemer. 

Register of Debates in Congress. Vol. 14. Svo. Washington, 
1837. From the Hon. W. W. Seaton. 

Dannemarks og Norges Kirke-ritual. 4**. Kjobenhavn, 1761. 
Riber, H. W. Samlede Digte. 2 vols. Svo. Kjobenhavn, 1803. 

From the Rev. Paul G. Sinding. 
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Sunday Morning News. Vols. 1—5. 1835—40. 4^ 

From Mrs. S. Jenks Smith. 

Murray, Lindley. English Reader. First edition. 

English Grammar. First edition. 

From Henry Stevens, of London. 

Specimen Book of the Letterpress, Stereotype, Electrotype and 
Woodcut Printing Establishment of J. F. Trow. 

From J. F. Trow. 

Dunlap, W. Memoirs of a Water Drinker. 8vo. New-York, 

1837. 
Duer, W. A. Letter addressed to C. D. Golden. 8vo. Albany, 

1817. 
Golden G. D. A Vindication of the Steamboat Right granted by 

New-York. 8vo. New- York, 1819. 

From the Hon. 6. C. Verplanck. 

Woodman, G. The Memoir and Journals of the Rev. Paul Goffin. 
8vo. Portland, 1855. 

From G. Woodman. 

Boucher de Perthes, J. Nouvelles. 12°. 

Romances, Legendes et Ballades. 12®. 

Ghants Armoricains. 12**. 

Opinions de M. Christophe. 12®. 

Satires, Gontes et Chansonettes. 12^ 

Petit Glossaire. 12°. 

De la Greation. 5 vols. 12°. 

Petites Solutions des Grand Mots. 12®. 

Hommes et Ghoses. 4 vols. 12°. 

Sujets Drama tiques. 2 vols. 12°. 

Emma, ou Quelques Lettres de Femme. 
12°. 

Voyage a Gonstantinople. 2 vols. 12°. 

Antiquit^s Geltiques. 2eme vol. 8vo. 
Abbeville. M6moires de la Soci6t6 d'Emulation. 4 vols. 8vo. 

From M. J. Boucher de Perthes. 

A case of seventy- four bronze medals of the kings of France, 
from Pharamond to Louis Philippe. 

From Hector Bossange, Paris. 

Ovidii Metamorphosis, with 150 steel engravings after W. Baur, 
by A. Aubrey. Gologne, 1652. Obi. 4°. 

From David R. Jaques. 
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To the Honorable the Speaker ef the Assembly: 

We have the honor to transmit herewith, the annual report of 
the Trustees of the Astor Library,, for the year ending December 
3l8t, 1858. 

Respectfully, 

WASHINGTON IRVING, President. 
SAMUEL B. RUGGLES, Secretary. 



REPOET. 



To the Legislature of the State of Kew York : 

The trustees of the Astor Library, in complianee with their act 
of incorporation, present this, their tenth 

ANNUAL REPORT. 

The edifice, which has recently been erected in connection with 
the present library building, on the lots presented to the Institu- 
tion by Mr. William B. Astor^ is now completed and will be ready 
for books as soon as its walls are sufficiently dry. This building, 
which i& of the same &ize, and with slight variations^ of the same 
style of Architecture as the first, but, from greater economy of 
room in the interior arrangement, of greater capacity for books j 
is also a gift of Mr, Astor. The communications now formed be- 
tween the two buildings make them substantially one, and had 
they originally been built as one, they could not have been more 
convenient for use. They will contain, as they are, two hundred 
thousand volumes, and if all the rooms on the first floor were 
shelved, an additional hundred thousand. Ten years have sufficed 
to fill the present library to overflowing } the number of volumes 
being now more than one hundred thousand, and when to these a 
second hundred thousand shall have been added, the deficiences 
that remain will be of minor importance. 

During the year 1858 more than ten thousand volumes have 
been added to the library with the funds furnished by Mr. W. 
B. Astor, and its value enhanced much more than is indicated 
by that number, as a large portion of the additions were works 
of the first importance. The series of the Congressional and of 
the New York State Documents have been nearly completed, and 
those of several of the other individual States wholly or partially 
collected ; the Law Reports of twenty-one of the United States 
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have been added, and the department of foreign law greatly en- 
riched; the most important recent publications in medicine and 
theology have been supplied ; the various departments of natural, 
mathematical, chemical, metaphysical and moral science have 
been brought down to the present time, and no less considerable 
additions been made to the histories of various nations, and the 
literatures of various languages. A due proportion of the annual 
expenditure has been applied to works on the fine arts, and espe- 
cial care has been taken to collect the most important publica- 
tions in all the branches of the industrial arts, particularly those 
which are needed in verifying the references so frequently made 
from the United States Patent OflSce, in answer to application? 
for patents. Of this latter class, by far the most valuable, is the 
extensive collection of specifications and drawings for patents 
granted in England from 1617 to the present time, which embo- 
dies nearly all the improvements in practical science during this 
period. The state in which this work comes from the British 
Commissioners, by whom it is presented to this and other libraries 
in this country, is that of loose sheets and plates, requiring a 
heavy outlay for mounting and binding before it can be safely and 
conveniently used ; but in the opinion of practical men it is now 
indispensable, and properly belongs to a library of this character, 
whatever it may cost. The series designated as the " Old Law,'' 
is more than three-fourths in print, and when completed there 
will be only the expense for the current series of each year, which 
probably will never exceed a thousand dollars. 

The Astor Library is daily increasing in the number of its 
readers and in its acknowledged importance to this city and the 
whole country. It is not often that those who have occasion to 
recur to it, in questions of science, either theoretic or practical, 
or to establish facts in history or learning, are obliged to go 
away without finding more or less to enlighten them. As its 
wants are discovered the necessary steps are taken to supply 
them, and the same course steadily pursued will soon bring it to 
a good degree of completeness. There is one fact in relation to 
it, that is worthy of being brought to the knowledge of the Legis- 
lature, which is, that it is made accessible to the whole commu- 
nity more freely than was ever found practicable in any similar 
institution before established* No ticket of admission or intro- 
duction, or fee or ceremony of any kind is required to entitle any 
person of the requisite age to the free use of its books, under the 
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regulations adopted for its due administration and safety ; nothing 
is to be done but to walk up to the place where the books are 
delivered to the readers, and write the name of the book wanted 
and of the applicant on a slip provided for that purpose, and if it 
be in the library it is immediately supplied. This institution has 
passed by free gift out of the hands of its founders into that of 
the trustees for the use of the public, and on that ground it may 
fairly lay claim to public favor ; in whatever way they advance 
its interests so much they advance their own. 

The liberal donations made by Mr. W. B. Astor for the increase 
of the library, since the second volume of the catalogue was 
printed rendered it expedient to suspend the printing of the 
remaining volumes for a time ; a large part of this sum has been 
expended and the printing of the catalogue will be resumed imme- 
diately. 

The report of the treasurer, marked A, which is annexed, shows 
the state of the funds of the library on the 31st of December, 
1858. The receipts and expenditures for the year are also given 
in the same document. 

The schedule, marked B, accompanying this report, is a list of 
donations in books made to the library during the year, and it is 
gratifying to observe that the valuable documents published by 
Congress and by the Legislature of this State are among them. 
It is not claiming too much for it to say, that there is no place in 
which works of permanent interest can be more safely kept or 
more easily consulted than in the Astor Library. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WASHINGTON IRVING, President. 
SAMUEL B. RUGGLES, Secretary. 
Astor Library, New York, January 28^A, 1859. 



(A.) 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE 
ASTOR LIBRARY FOR THE YEAR 1858. 

The Funds and Property, 

Dr. 

Original endowment for the building, $75 , 000 00 

For the books, 120,000 00 

For the site and maintaining, 205, 000 00 



Increase. 

Endowment by Mr. W. B. Astor, site of new 

building, $30,476 00 

Cost of groined arches in present building, . . 1 , 590 00 

Purchases of books, 23,.361 55 

Books from Dr. Cogswell, 1,029 90 

Premiums realized, 4,407 87 

Surplus income over expenses to 1855, 15,291 04 

in 1855, 6,614 19 

1856, 5,390 49 

1857, 6,363 13 

In 1858, income, $13,266 13 

expenses, 5 , 645 79 

7,620 34 



$400,000 00 



102,144 51 
J. G-. Cogswell, balance due him on purchases, 2,005 74 

$504,150 25 



Cr. 

Real estate, exclusive of the cost of the new building, $132,286 99 

Equipment, shelving, furniture, &c.,. 23, 871 73 

Books, increase, 151 , 853 90 

Catalogues, (expense of,) 2, 661 84 

Bonds and mortgages, 192, 500 00 

Cash in National Bank, 975 79 

$504,150 25 



THE RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES OP THE LIBRARY IN 1858, HAVE 

BEEN THE POLLOWING : 

Receipts, 

January 1st, cash in bank, $683 44 

United States Trust Company deposit, 1 , 000 00 

Mortgage of Ryerson, paid, $3, 500 00 

.Bulkley, paid in part, 2,000 00 

5,500 00 

Donations for purchase of books by Mr. W. B. Astor, 4,200 00 

Temporary loan in advance of interest from Mr. W. B. Astor, 3,315 00 

Interest received during the year, 13,590 78 

(arrears in 1857,) 157 50 
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Payments, 

Salaries, of superintendent, . . . , , $2, 500 00 

two assistants and wages of porter, 1 , 759 98 

$4,259 98 

Fuel, 249 00 

Cleaning furnaces and library, 41 85 

Headers' tickets, 48 40 

Contingent expenses ; viz : repairs, $770 88 

sundries, furniture, advertising, . • 275 68 

1,046 56 



$5,645 79 



Total Expenses, 

3, G. Cogswell, payments on account, $5,000 00 

Interest thereon, 308 92 

5,308 92 

W. B. Astor, temporary advance repaid, 3,315 00 

Loan on bond and mortgage, 4, 500 00 

Books purchased, 7,699 80 

English patents, reprinted, binding, 785 62 

Catalogue, 164 00 

Baring, Brothers & Co., balance with interest, &c., 51 80 

$27 470 93 

Cash in National Bank, ' 975 79 



$28,446 72 



To the amount of the books must be added numerous gifts of books, 
which have not passed into the accounts, not having been paid for by the 
library. There must also be added the expenditure on the new building, 
defrayed by Mr. W. B. Astor, amounting to upwards of one hundred and 
twenty-seven thousand dollars, in addition to the site and to gifts for the 
purchase of books, and with them constituting an endowment by him to 
the sum of one hundred and eighty-one thousand dollars. 

No interest remains in arrear on any of the securities in which the funds 

of the library are invested. 

DANIEL LORD, 

Treasurer, 
Astor Library, January 26^A, 1859, 



DONATIONS TO THE ASTOR LIBRARY, 1858. 



Continuations of the publications of the " Old Law" patents of Great Bri* 

taiu) drawings and specifications* 
Specifications amd drawings of Patents in Great Britain, granted in the 
year 1857* 36 vols* folio of drawings, and 36 vols* 8vo* of specifica- 
tions* 
Chronological Index of Patents granted during the year 1857* 

Presented by the Commissioners of Patents of Great Britain. 
Catalogue of the Library of the American Institute* 8vo* New York, 
1852* 

From the American Institute* 
U* S. Executive Documents; 1st Session, 33d Congress* Vol. 15, part 3. 

15, 6. 
2d Session, 






Senate Documents ; 



« 
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« 

44 
<( 
44 
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44 
(4 
44 
44 



44 



44 



(4 



44 



44 
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Executive Documents ; 
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44 
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44 
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(( 
44 
i< 
i% 
(* 
« 

« 
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13, 


2. 


13, 


3, 


13, 


4. 


13, 


5. 


13, 


6. 


13, 


7. 


13, 


8. 


14, 


2. 


11, 


2. 


11, 


3. 


11, 


4. 


11, 


5. 


11, 


6. 


11, 


7. 


11, 


8. 


12, 


2. 



From John Appleton, Assistant Secretary of State. 
Colbum, Z* and A. L. HoUey. The permanent Ways and Coal-burning 
Locomotive Boilers of European Railways* 4to* New York, 1858* 

From the Authors. 
Willard, S* Memories of Youth and Manhood* 2 vols* 12mo* Cam- 
bridge, 1858. 
Forty-five Pamphlets on various subjects^ 

From JoBN Baetlstt. 
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Proceedings at the Dedication of the Building for the Public Library of 
Boston. 8vo. Boston, 1858. 

From the Cirr of Boston. 
Bradford, Samuel Dexter. Works. 8vo. Boston, 1858. 

From S. D. Bradford. 
Diary of Washington, from the first day of October, 1789, to the tenth day 
of March, 1790, from the original manuscript* 8vo. New York, 
1858, (Privately printed.) 

From J. Carson Brevoort. 
Inauguration of the Statute of Warren, June 17th, 1857. Boston, 1858. 
8vo. 

From the Bunker Hill Monument Association. 
Reports of the Officers of the Retreat for the Insane at Hartford, 1821-57. 
24 Pamphlets in one vol. 8vo. Hartford, 1821-57. 

From J. S. Butler, M. D. 
Copway, Gr. Running Sketches of Men and Places in England, France, 
Germany^ Belgium and Scotland. 12mo. New York, 1851. 

From George Copway. 
The (Edipus Tyrannus of Sophocles, with English Notes, by Howard 
Crosby. 5th ed, 12mo. New York, 1858. 

From Professor H. Crosby. 
Reports of the Select Committee of the Board of Health, on the sources 
from which Cow's Milk is derived for sale in New York. 8vo. New 
York, 1858. 
Report on the Erection of a Monument to the Memory of William Jenkins 
Worth, by the Special Committee appointed by the Common Council 
of New York. 8vo. New York, 1857. 

From W. J. Davis. 
De Bernardy, C. W. Index Register for Next of Kin, Heirs-at-Law, Le- 
gatees, and of unclaimed Property. 12mo. London, 1858. 

From C. W. De Bernardy. 
Wilson's Orderly Book. Expedition under Amherst against Ticonderoga 

and Crown Point, 1759. 4to. Albany, 1858. 
The Dutch Battle of the Baltic, by J. W. De Peyster. 8vo. Poughkeep- 

sie, 1858. 
The Eclaireur, a Military Journal. Yols. II, III. 8vo. Poughkeepsie, 

1853^56. 
A Discourse on the Tendency of High Church Doctrines, by a Layman. 

8vo. S. L et, a. 
The Dutch at the North Pole and the Dutch in Maine, by J. W. De Peys- 
ter. 8vo. New York^ 1857. 
Proofs considered of the early Settlement of Arcadie by the Dutch. 8vo. 

S. L et- a. 
An Address to the Officers of the New York State Troops, 19th Jan., 1858. 
8vo. S. \. et. a. 

From J. W. De Petstee. 
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Becord of Patent InveDtions. VoL I. 8vo« London, 1843. 

Billing and Prince. The Law and Practice of Patents. Syo. London, 

1848, 

The Chess Monthly, Yol. L New York, 1867. 

Fifty Scandinavian Pamphlets. 

From Daniel W. Fiske. 

Fitch, A, First and Second Keport on the Noxious, Beneficial and other 

Insects of the State of New York. 8vo. Albany, 1856, 

From Asa Fitch. 

United States Naval Astronomical Expedition to the Southern Hemisphere. 

Yol. III. 4to. Washington, 1866. 

From B. A, Gould, Jr. 

A Catalogue of Books on Free Masonry and Kindred Subjects, by William 

Gowans. 8vo. New York, 1^68, 

From W. Gowans. 

Law, W. An Humble, Earnest and Affectionate Appeal to the Clergy. 

12mo. Philadelphia, 1866, 

From S, B. Haines. 

Geological Survey of Canada. Beport o{ Progress, 1863, '64, '66, '66. 

8vo. Montreal, 1867, and atlas, 4to. 

From T. Sterry Hunt. 

Letters to the London Times and New York Courier and Enquirer, by a 

" States"-man. 12mo. Boston, 1867. 

Parker, E. G. Golden Age of American Oratory. 12mo. Boston, 1867. 

From W. H. Hurlbut. 

Transactions of the New York State Agricultural Society. Yol. XYI. 

8vo. Albany, 1866. 

Goodrich, C. E. An Essay on the Diseases of the Grape and the Sugar 

Cane. 8vo. Albany, 1866, 

The Dairy. Albany, 1866. 

Johnson, S. W. An Essay on the Physical Properties of Soils. 8vo. 

Albany, 1866. 

From B- P. Johnson. 

Kilboume, P. K. The History and Antiquities of the Name and Family 

of Kilbourn. 8vo, New Haven, 1856. 

From P- K. Kilboxtrnk. 

Addresses of the newly appointed Professors of Columbia College. 8vo. 

New York, 1858. 

From President Charles King. 

Assessment Book of Lancaster Co., Pa. 4to. 

From the Lancaster County Commissioners. 

Lawson, J. Poems: dleanings from Spare Hours of a Business Life. 

12mo. New York, 1857- 

From J. Lawson. 

Belations des J^uites. 3 vols. 8vo. Toronto, 1868. 

From the Library of Parliament, Toronto. 
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Adair, B. The Negotiations for the Peace of the Dardanelles. 2 vols. 
Svo. London, 1845. 

From A. Mailliabi>. 
Wayland, F. Sermons to the Churches. 12mo. New York, 1858. 

From W. S. F. Maters. 
Report of the Committee appointed bj the Philomathean Society of the 
Uniyersity of Pennsylvania to translate the Inscription on the Eosetta 
Stone. 4to. Philadelphia, 1858. 

From Henry Morton. 
Ohio, Senate Journal, 1854, 1856, 1857, 1858. 4 vols. 8vo. 
** Appendix, 1857. 8vo. 

House Journal, 1854, 1856, 1857, 1858. 4 vols. 8vo. 
Executive Documents, 1856, 1857. 4 vols. 8vo. 
Legislative Documents, 1854. 2 vols. 8vo. 
Annual Eeports made to the Governor, 1854. 8vo. 
Acta and Laws, 1856, 1857, 1858. 3 vols. 8vo. 
Index to Laws, 1845-1847, by W. T. Coggeshall. 8vo. 
Receipts and Disbursements of the State Treasury, 1854-55. 8vo. 
Proceedings of the Boards of Equalization, 1826-53, (2 copies.) 8vo. 
Debates of the Convention for the Revision of the Constitution, 

1850-51. By J. V. Smith. 2 vols. 8vo. 
Public Statutes, 1833-53, edited by M. E. Curwen. 3 vols. 8vo. 
Annual Reports of the Board of Agriculture, 1850-57. 7 vols. 8to. 
Annual Report of the Commissioner of Statistics, 1857. 8vo. 
Militia Law, passed 1857. (Nine copies.) 8vo. 

From the Ohio State Library. 
Iowa. The Debates of the Constitutional Convention, 1857. 2 vols. 8vo. 

From Henry M. Parkhurst. 
Steele, Sir R. The Englishman. 8vo. London, 1714. 

The Ladies' Library. 7th ed. 3 vols. 12mo. London, 

1772. 
The Town Talk» The Fish Pool, etc. 8vo. London, 1789. 
Poetical Miscellanies. 2d ed. 12mo. London, 1727. 
Political Writings. 12mo. London, 1715. 
The Christian Hero. 12mo. S. 1. et. s. a. 
Le Nouveau Gulliver, (par V Abbe Desfontains.) 2 vols. 12mo. Paris, 

1730. 
Mahn, C. A. F. Etymologische Untersuchungen. 2 parts. 12mo. Ber- 
lin, 1855-56. 
Catalogue of the Art Treasures of the United Kingdom, ooUeoted at Man- 
chester in 1857. 12mo. 

From Robert Pell. 
Braun, J. E. Amoenitates Subterranea. 4to. 1726. 
Mendo, A. Principe perfecto. 4to. 

Burnet, G. An Exposition of the Thirty-Nine Articles of the Ghurdi of 
England. 6th ed. 8vo. Edinburgh, 1745. 
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Lambert, G. K. Poems and Translations from the German. 12mo. 

London, 1850. 

Amesius, G. Utriusque Epistolas Divi Petri Apostolici Explicatio. 12mo. 

Amsterdami, 1635. 

Christianas Catecheseos Sciagraphia. 12mo. Amstelodami, 

1835. 

Barclay, J. Argenis. 12mo. Amstelodami, 1659. 

From Henry A. Post. 

Quincy, J. Life of John Quincy Adams. 8vo. Boston, 1858. 

From JosiAH Quincy. 

New York State Documents ; Session of 1857. Senate. 4 vols. 8vo. 

Assembly. 5 vols. 8vo. Laws. 2 vols. 8vo. 

Senate Documents. 81st Session, 1858. 3 vols. 8vo. 

Assembly Journal. " 8vo. 

Senate Journal. " 8vo. 

Laws. " 8vo. 

State Library. Catalogue of Bibliography. 8vo. 

** Annual Eeport of Trustees, 1858. 8vo. 

Tlst Annual Report of the Regents of the University, 1858. 

8vo. 

11th Annual Report on the State Cabinet, 1858. 8vo. 

Transactions of the Albany Institute. Vol. III. 1855. 

From the Regents of the University. 

Records of the Colony of Rhode Island, edited by J. R. Bartlett. Vol. 

III. 8vo. Providence, 1858. 

Ames, S. Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Supreme Court 

of Rhode Island. Vol. I. Rhode Island Reports. Vol. IV. 8vo. 

Boston, 1858. 

From the Rhode Island Legislature. 

Liturgia und Gesangbuch fur die neue Kirche. 12mo. Baltimore, 1855. 

Manual of Photography. 8vo. Philadelphia, 1858. 

Haley, W. The Daguerreotype Operator. New York, 1854. 

Humphrey, J. D. The Collodion Process. 8vo. New York, 1857. 

Beeeher, H. W. Life Gathered from his Contemporaneous Discourses. 

8vo. Boston, 1858. 

From 0. Rohrig. 
De Imitatione Christi. 12mo. 

Novum Testamentum ex Interpretatione Bezas, 1624. 

Aleri Gradus ad Parnassum. 

Annoei Luciana de Bello civili. 

Giceronis Epistoloe selecti. 

Prell. Franzozische Grammatik. 

Schulze. Bezauberte Rose. 

Muhamed's Leben. 

Anton. Ueber die Tempelherm. 

Zimmermann. Ueber Nationalstolz. 
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Snoll. Fhilosophie der ZUnde. 

Thrnnmcl. Wilhelmins. 

Bibliothok dcutBckoi Beredsamkeit. 

Bible in Datch, nach dcr Doortrechten SynodalbeBtimmnng. 

From Cbablkb Schattx. 
Schcdcl, IT. Chronicarum Liber ab Initio Mandi. Folio. Angnsta Yin- 

delicoruin, 150V. 
Dcegrangoa. Grammairo Sanacrito-Ftan^aiso. 2 vols. 4to. Paris, 1846. ' 

From GXOKQX SCHBDXL. 

New York. Manual of tbe Legislature, 1858. 12mo. Albany, 1858. 

From R. Schbll. 
I'nitod Btalos. Message of tbe Prendent and accompanying Docomanta, 
1857-58. 3 vols. 8vo. Washington, 1857-58. 

From tbe Hon. D. E. Sicklbb. 
Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the Smitbsonian Institutian, for 
1857. 8vo. Washington, 1858. 

From tbe Shithsoneah Ihbtitutzoh. 
Catalogue of the Sow Bedford Library. 8to. 

From tbe TarsmB. 
Index to the Catalogue of a portion of the Public Library of the Cily of 
Boston. 8vo. Boston, 1858. 

From the Tbubtxxb. 
Nrw York. Manual of the Legislature, 1855-57. 8 Tola. 12mo. Al- 
bany. l!!oii-57. 

From G. G. YxKn^scK. 
Brown. Sir B, Synoptii-al Sketch of the Illustrious and Sorereign Order 
of Knights lIos)iit alters of St. John of Jerusalem. 8to. London, 
1857. 

From W. WlXTHBOP. 
Celleetions of tho State Hi^torieal Society of Wisconsin. 8 vols. 8to. 

Madison. IS.VWiV. 
Smith. W. B. History of Wisconsin. Vols. I. and IH. 8to. Ma^ 

!=.>n. lS.Vt. 
IVivival, .1. 0. OcoWi.'al Survey of Wisconsin. Report, 1856. 8to. 
PsuieU. K. l.^vK.jri'-alSiirvoy of Wisconsin. Reports. 1854-58. 8to. 
rr-ij^cr, 1.. 0. M.idison. the Caj'"'''! '""f Wisconsin, its Growth, PinftiiiM. 

ManJii, M. 1.. A.i.'.ress bef.Tc tie Slate Historical Society of Wiscoosn. 
linu\ vlroeuBay. ISol. 

Frcni the Wiscoxsis HifTOSiCAL Socrarr. 
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STATE OF NEW YOR K. 



No. 44. 



IN ASSEMBLY, JM. 30, 1860. 



ANNUAL REPORT 
Of iht Trustees of tke Astor Library for ike year 1859. 

New York, January 28/A, 1860. 

To the Hon. D. C. Littlejohn, 

Speaker of the Assembly: 

Dear Sir — I have the honor to transmit to you, the annual re- 
port of the Trustees of the Astor Library, accompanied by the 
treasurer's report, a list of donations to the library, and the pro- 
ceedings of the board on occasion of the death of their late presi- 
dent, Washington Irving. 

I have been requested by the board to ask for the usual num- 
number 6f printed copies of the report (500) allowed by the 
State, for the use of the library. 

Very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

J. J. ASTOR, Jr., 
Acting Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the Astor Library. 









I \ 



i 






1 «... 






i I 



- . ' ! 



,. •^ .^ 



V . ^ «. • 



REPOET. 



To the Legislaiure of the StaU of JVVto York: 

The trustees of the Astor Library, in obedieDce to their act 
of incorporation, respectfully present their eleventh 

ANNUAL REPORT. 

When the last annual report of the trustees was made, the new 
edifice erected in extension of the original library building 
and doubling its size, had been completed, but the walls had 
not become suflSciently dry for use. On the 1st September last, 
it was opeued to the public with a new arrangement of the books^ 
The south or first library building is now appropriated exclusive- 
ly to science and the industrial arts, and the north or new edifice 
to history and literature, the classification of the departments, 
remaining as at first. The two edifices are in style of architec- 
ture the same externally, and nearly so in the interior, and pre- 
sent the appearance of a single building constructed at the same 
time and' on the same plan. On the main fioor an ample passage- 
way connects the t^o large rooms constituting the great body of 
the united edifice, bringing the scientific and literary departments 
into convenient conjunction both for the officers of the! library and 
the public. 

The whole number of volumes now in the library, is very nearly 
one hundred and ten thousand, of which about sixty thousand 
belong to the literary department. 

During the last six months, a regular account has been kept of 
the number and description of books used by readers. The 
record shows that the average number of books in the hands of 
the readers is about two hundred and ten volumes daily, or six 
thousand per month ; and these are exclusive of those used in 
the alcoves or other parts of the library, where a large number of 
volumes are placed on tables at one time for the accommodation 
of persons engaged in the investigation of some particular sub- 
ject. The addition of the new library building has made it 
practicable to appropriate a convenient portion of the shelving^ 
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accesible without application to the oflScers of the library to the 
books most needed for constant reference, such as encyclopedias, 
dictionaries of various languages, biographical dictionaries, and 
the most important biographical works. This arrangement, so 
desirable to the public, it was not possible to make until the 
library accommodations were eiLteqded. 

The amount expended for books during the year, as will be 
seen by the treasurer's report, is $13,898.03. 

In the annual application of moneys for the purchase of books, 
the rule of giving to each (department its fair proportion has 
been observed as nearly as possible ; but that of the industrial 
arts, during the three years the English patents under the old 
law have been in the course of publication, has necessarily re- 
ceived much more than its share, one-third at least of the sum 
expended on books having been applied to it. 

The third volume of the catalogue of the library to and inclu- 
ding the letter P, has been completed, and would have been pub- 
lished before the close 'of the year, had not the printing been 
necessarily suspended during the transfer of the t^ooks to the 
new building. 

The report of the Treasurer annexed and marked A, shows the 
condition of the funds of the library on the 31st December, 1859, 
with the receipts and expenditures for the year ending on that 
day, 

A list of donations to the library is annexed and marked B. 

The trustees cannot close their report without adverting to the 
loss they have sustained in the death of Washington Irving, the 
late president of the board ; a loss shared by the whole commu- 
nity in common with them. The proceedings of the board on the 
occasion of the decease of their illustrious associate and fellow 
countryman, are annexed and marked C. 

Respectfully submitted. 

J. J. ASTOR, Jr., 
Acting Secretary of the Board of Trustees, 

New YojiK, January 28th, I860. 



(A.) 

REPORT OF THE TRJJASUREE OF THE TRUSTEES OF 

THE ASTOR LIBRARY, FOR 1859. 

The Funds and Property. 
Dr. 
Original endowment for the buildiag|. $75,000 00 
Book$, 120,000 00 

Site tod maintaining, .••«•,.•...«•• 205,000 00 

$400,000 00 

Increase. 

Surplus of income and gifts of Mr. W. 

B. Astor, as in report of 1858,' $102,144 51 

New building erected by Mm, with 
shelving &c., exclusive of site, in- 
cluded in last report, 125,565 85 

C^sh given by him for purchase of 

booU, 9,006 60 

236,716 96 

Interest during the year, $13,391 03 

Less eiiLpenses of 1859, $6,744 61 

do 1858, not 

ra^dored at date of last 

report, dbiefly insurance, 1,195 58 

— 7,940 19 

5,450 84 

Wi B. Astor, due for advances, 2,132 66 

J.G.Cogswell do ^ 62 95 

$644,363 41 

Cr. 

Real estate, sites and buildings, $257,852 84 

Equipment, shelving, fixtures, &c., 24,531 64 

Bonds and mortgages, 194,500 00 

Books in Library, cash paid, 163,249 87 

Catalogue, expended on it, 3,551 84 

Cash in National Bank, 697 22 
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$644,383 41 
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TH£ RECEIPTS AXD EXPENDITURES OF 1859, HAVE BEEN AS FOL- 
LOWS : 

Receipts, 

Money in bank by last year's report, $975 Y9 

Cash, donation for books by Mr. W. B. Astor, 9,006 60 

do paid in on principal of bonds and mortages,. 3,000 00 

do interest on mortgage^,..! ...:. . 13,395 86 

126,3*78 25 

C . I 

Expenditures. 

Loaned on mortgages, . $5,000 00 

Salaries, superintendent, assistants, porter, 4,913 89 

Repairs, 102 95 

Labor, cleaning, removal, Ac., 142 48 

Printing, readers' tickets, register, advertising, 64 40 

Small expenses, brushes, brooms, 4c., : ^ 22 31 

Furniture new building, carpets, tables, &c., 705 47 

Fuel, 1-..-.- 42S 00 

Books paid for, ...-. T,8H 48 

J. G. Cogswell, balance due for books, J.l 2,64^ 18 

do his account for books in 1858,. . 2,005 74 

English patents, 1,434 63 

Catalogue paper and printipg, ..^, ^... 420 00 

Cash in Natigawil bank, . 697 22 

#26,878 25 

No arrears of interest are ootetanding. 

DANIEL LORD, 

Treasurer. 
January 25, I860. 
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LIST OP DONATIONS TO THE ASTOR LIBRARlf *DUEING 

THE YEAR 1859. 



N 



Allen, W. Wunnissoo, or the Vale of Hoosatunnk. 12*. Boston, 
1856. 

From Wm. Allcn. 

Herndon, W. L. Ss L. Gibbon. Exploration of the Yalley of the 
Amazon. Parti. 8^ Washington, 1854. With maps. 

From GitoROE BAKcaorr. 
Belations des J^suites. 3 vols. Boy. 8^ Quebec, 1858. Cana- 
dian Government. 

From the Pbikcipal Secretary, Toronto*. 

Compendium of American Literature. Edited by C. D. Cleveland. 
12 mo. Philadelphia, 1858. 

JElnglish liiterature of the 19tb Ceptury. Ed. by thd satne. 12^. 
Philadelphia. 1857. 

Milton's Poetical Works. Ed. by the same. 

From 0^ D. Olevxla:^. 

Catalogue of the Officers and Students of Columbia College, in- 
cluding Law Schoool for 185&, '60. New York, 1859. 

Inaogural Address of T. W. Dwigbt and of G. Marsh, in Colum- 
bia College. 8^ New York, 1859. 

From f be TRusTsnt of" C. CoLi.KeB. 

Catalogue Systematic and Analytical of the Books of the Saint 

Louis Mercantile Library Association. Prepared by E. W^. 
Johnston. 8^ St. Louis, 1858. 

From W. P. Curtis. 
Ordinances of the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City 
of New York. Revised by D. T. Valentine. 

From W. J. Davis. 
Commercial Relations, 1858. 

From the DEPARTMRirr of State. 
An Address before the Trustees of Rutgers College, June, 1859, 

by T. W. Dwight. 
Introductory Lecture, delivered before the Law Class of Colum- 
bia College, New York, by T. W. Dwight. 

From the Author. 
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Locke, J. L. Sketches of the History of the town of Camden, 

Maine. 12 mo. Hallowell, 1859. 

Prom H. B. Eaton, E. €ushing and G. W. Simonton. 

Emmons, G. P. The Navy of the United States from the com- 

meneementj 17*75 to 1853. 4to. Washington, 1853. 

Prom the Attthok. 

Inauguration of the Statue of Daniel Webster. Sept. 17, 1859. 

Orations and Speeches on various subjects, by Edward Everett. 

Vol.8. 8^ 

Prom the Hon. Edward Evs&ett. 

Comniodore Perry's U. S. Japan Expedition. Vol. II. 
Espy's Fourth Meteorological Stiver t. 4to. Waahingtoii* 186$. 
Plagg, Edmund. Report of the Commercial Belatioos of the U. 
S., with all. foreign nations. Vol. UI. 4to. Washington, 
1857. 
Report on Camels for Military purposes. 8^ 
Report on a Bail road to the Pacific Vol. Ill and IV. 4to. 
Smithsonian Report for 1856. 8^ 

Prom the Hon. H. Pish. 
l%e Book of the irst^ American Chess Congress, by D. W. Piske. 
The Chess Monthly. Vol. HI. 1859. 

Prom D. W. Pisxs. 
Catalogue of the Pennsylvania State Library, compiled and clas- 
sified by W. De WHt. 8» Harrisburgh, 1859. 

Prom W. M. Pravcis, Speaker of the Penn. Sen. 
Commercial Tables, by John Hartshorn. Gr. fol. Boston, 1852. 

Prom the Author. 
Centug of the State of New Tlvk, 1855. Pol. 185*7. 

Prom P. B. H61J6H, Esq. 

Characters and Criticisms,' by W. A. Jones. 2 vols. 12 mo. 

From the Author. 

- * 

Transactions pf the New York State Agricultural Society, for 
1857,^ '58, 2 vols. 8« Albany, liB58, '59. 
^ Prom B. P. Johnson, Secretary. 

Scott, 0. An appeal to the M. E. Church. 8* Boston, 1838.— 

Seventy-five pamphlets. 
Slavery in the Methodist episcopal Chorchi by Elias Bowen. 12 

mo. Auburn, 1859. 

Prom J. S. liONG. 

The Inventor. Vol. II. 8 vo. New York, 1866, '67. 

From Low, Haskell & Co. 



y 
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Howard, J. H. The Laws of the British Colonics in America. 

2 vols. 8^ London, 182*7. 

Prom A. C McDonald. 

Arnold, A. C. L. The Rationale and Ethics of Free Masonry. 

Mackej, A. G. The Book of the Chapter or Monitorial instruc- 
tions in the degrees Mark Part and Most Excellent Master, 
and the Holy Royal Arch. 12mo. New York, 1858. 

Mackey. A. G. A Text book of Masonic Jarisprudence, illustra- 

ting the written and unwritten laws of Proemasonry. 12**. 

New York, 1859. 

Prom RoBT. Ma&dt, N. Y. 

Astronomical Observations at National Observatory. Washing- 
ton, 1849, '60. 

Prom P. Mau&t. 

Life of Te-ho-ra-gwa-ne-gen, Chief of the Caughnawaga tribe of 
Indians. 8vo. Albany, 1859* 

Prom J. MuNSELL. 

Catalogue of Portraits in the British National Gallery, 1859, 

Prom the Trustess. 

Borne, ita CJhnl^hes, itt Charities and its Schools, by Rev. W. H. 

Nelligan. 12mo. New York, 1868. 

Saintly Characters recently presented for Canonization, by the 

same. 12mo. New York, 1859. 

Prom the Author. 

Annals of the Lyceum of Natural History of New York. Vol. 

V. and VL 

Prom the New York Lyceum. 

No tt, Samuel. Slavery and the Rtomedy. Sixth Ed,. 8^ Bos- 
ton, 1859. 
Nott, Samuel Jr. Sermona from tfie Powls of the air and the 
Lilies of the field. Second Edition. 12mo. Boston, 1835. 

Prom Samuel Nott, Jr. 
Select Tracts on Commerce. Reprinted 1859. 8^. 

From Lord Overstone. 
Paine, Martyn, M. D. The Institutes of Medicine. Fifth Ed. 8^. 
New York, 1859. 

From the Author. 
Peters, J. C. A complete treatise on Headaches and diseases of 

the Head. 8*. New York, 1859. 
Peters, J. 0. The Science and Art, or the Principles and Prac- 
tice of Medicine. Vol. L No. 1, 2 and 3. 8*. New York. 

From J. C. Peters, M. D. 
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The Game of Billiards, by M. Phelan. 12mo. N. Y., 1858. 

Prom the Author. 

Essays on the soiling of Cattle. 8vo. Boston, 1859. 

Prom JOSIAH QUINCEY. 

Appendix to the Sabdakalpadrnma, by Rajah Radakant Deb. 4to. 

Galcntta. 

Prom Rajah Radakant Deb. 

Documents relating to the Colonial History of the State of New 

York, procured by J. R. Brodhead. Vol. 11. 4^ Albany, 

1858. 
New York State Senate Journal, 82d Session, 1859. 

Assembly Journal, 82d do 

Senate Documents, 82d do S vols. 

Assembly do 82d do 5 do 

Laws of the State, 82d do 

Council of Revision of the State of New York, by A. 

Street. 8vo. 

Prom the Regents of the University. 

Proceedings of the Board of Supervisors for the year 1858. 

Prom the Boa]u> of Svfb&visobs. 

Robinson, E. Memoir of the Rev. Wm. Robinson. (Privately 
printed.) 8^ New York, 1859. 

Prom the Rev. Dr. E; Robinson. 

The Itinerant, a collection of interesting a picturesque views in 
Great Britain. Pol. London, 1799. 

Quintilian. 1528. 

Petrarca. do Venetia. 1585. 

Defence of Gospel. Truths against the exceptions of the Bishop 
of Cork's testimony, by Wm. Penn. London, 1698. 

Hall's British Plantations in America. London, 1731. 

Prom P. Saunjoers. 

Reports of Explorations and Surveys to ascertain the most prac- 
ticable and economical route for a Rail road from the Missis- 
sippi river to the Pacific Ocean, 1853, '56. Vol. IX. 4to. 

Washington, 1858. 

Prom the Hon. Dan'l E. Sickles. 

Memoranda relating to the Block books preserved in the Bib- 

lioth^que Imperial, Paris, by L. S. Sotheby. Pol. 

Prom the Author. 

List of the Books of reference in the reading room of the British 

Museum. 

Prom H. Stevens. 
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Fra8er,'W. The Sterlings of Keir, and their family papers. 8*. 
Edinburgh, 1858. 

From W. Sterling. 
Sumner, Wm. H. A History of East Boston, with biographical 
sketch of its early proprietor. 8®. Boston, 1858. 

Prom W. H. Sumner. 
Sumner, Geo. Oration before the Municipal Authorities of Bos- 
ton, July 4th, 1869. 

Prom the Author. 

One hundred and fifty-six volumes on Geology and Mineralogy. 

From, the Superintendent of the Astor Library. 
Catalogue of the Graduates in the faculties of the University of 
Edinburgh since its foundation to 1858. 

From the Trustees of the University. 
Memorial of William Law. 8vo. London, 1856. 

From Christ'r Walton. 
Willard, J. Willard Memoir ; or Life and times of Major Simon 
Willard. 8 vo. Boston, 1858. 

Prom the Author. 
Eeport on the Vital Statistics of the U. States, by J. Wynne, 

M. D. 

By the Author. 

The acts and proceedings of the General Synod of the Reformed 

Protestant Dutch Church in N. America. Vol. L 

From the Consistory of the R. P. D. C. 



( c. ) 

JVorciAJer 30/A, 1859. 

The Board met in the Library. 

Present — ^Messrs. William B. Astor, Lord, Cogswell, Rnggles, 
Dix, Taylor, Williams and J. J. Astor, Jr. 

Br. Williams was chosen chairman pro tern. 

The Board having received intelligence of the death of their 
President, Washington Irving, a committee wag appointed, con- 
sisting of Mr. Rup^gles, Mr. Lord and General Dix, to prepare a 
suitable expression by the trustees of the loss they have sus- 
tained. 

It was further ordered, that no ordinary business be transacted 
at the present meeting, that the Board, as a body, will attend the 
funeral of their lamented associate to-morroW, and that in honor 
of his memory, the library be closed during the day. 

The Board then adjourned to meet on Friday next, the 2d of 
December, at 3 o'clock P. M. 

A. WILLIAMS, President^ pro. tern. 

Samuel B. Buogles, Secretary. 



December 2d, 1859. 

The Board met in the Library. 

Present — ^Messrs. William B. Astor, Cogswell, Lord, Buggies, 
Dix, Taylor, Williams, J. J. Astor, Jr. and his Honor Daniel F. 
Tieman, Mayor of the city of New York. 

Mr. Buggies, from the committee to prepare resolutions expres- 
sive of the sense of the Trustees in respect to the death of their 
late President, reported the following, which were unanimously 
adopted. 

Resolved, That we deplore the loss which the Astor Library 
has sustained in the death of Washington Irving, the first Presi- 
dent of the Board of trustees, the chosen friend of the founder of 
the library, and first named by him in the original act of dona- 
tion as a trustee,, a selection fully justified by the admirable 
qualities of Mr. Irving. 

Resolved^ That we record our sense of his excellence, both 
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moral and intellectual, manifested in the singular beauty and 
purity, not only of his numerous and varied works of fact and 
fiction, but of his daily life. 

His generous and kindly love of letters and of human nature ; 
his rare and genial humor, his exquisite appreciation of the beau- 
tiful and the noble, whether in conduct or in art ; the matchless 
delicacy and grace of his intellect, adorned by the greatest mod- 
esty of deportment ; his breadth and acuteness of observation, 
commingled with overflowing freshness and tenderness of feeling; 
the felicity of his diction, so pure and transparent ; his reverent 
regard for all that was valuable in English history and literature, 
and his still more earnest devotion to all that was precious in his 
native land ; his enlightened patriotism and wide philanthropy, 
alive not only to the interests and the honor of his united country^ 
but to the sacred rights of humanity ; and his liberality of senti- 
ment and freedom from prejudice, ever prompting him to encour- 
age and foster merit of every kind, won for him universal admi- 
ration and love. His intimate knowledge and thorough^apprecia- 
tion of the views of the founder of the library, rendered him the 
best exponent of the beneficent and catholic spirit of the institu- 
tion, over which he has so long and so honorably presided. 

Resolved, That the trustees after so many years of personal 
and kindly intercourse with their lamented friend and associate, 
will ever cherish his memory with fond and aflFectionate regard ; 
and they cordially unite in the general and wide spread expres- 
sion of the whole community, which deplores his death as a loss 
to the Nation and to the Age to which he belonged. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be signed by the trustees, and 
transmitted to the family of Mr. Irving. 

THOMAS HOUSE TAYLOR, President, pro. tern. 

Samuel B. Buggles, Secretary. 
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IN ASSEMBLY, 



February 1, 1861 



AinrUAL SEPORT 

Of the Trustees of the Astor Library for the year en 

Dec. 31, 1860. 

To the Hon D. C. Littlejohn, 

Speaker of the Assembly: 

The Trustees of the Astor Library have the honor to transmit 
herewith their annual report for the year 1860. 

They respectfully request the usual number of printed copies 
(500) allowed by the State for the use of the Library. 

EespectfuUy, 

WM. B. ASTOR, President. 
Samuel B. Buggles, Secretary. 



REPORT. 



To the Legislntnre of the State of JVcto York: 

The Trustees of the Astor Librarjy pursuant to their act of 
incorporation, respectfully present this their twelfth 

ANNUAL REPORT, 

It was the painful duty of the Trustees to announce in their 
last annual report, the death of their associate and President, 
the late lamented Washington Irving, They have filled the va- 
cancy by electing, from their own body, William B, Astor as 
President of the Board, 

Wolcott Gibbs, M, D., Professor of Chemistry and Physios in 
the Free Acadomy, has been unanimously chosen to fill the vacan- 
cy in the Board occasioned by Mr. Irving's death. 

The fund for maintaining the Library, established by its founder, 
remains undiminished. It now amounts to $190,000, securely 
invested in bonds and mortgages, on all of which the interest 
has been paid in full. 

The real estate of the corporation, consisting of the two library 
buildings, now united in one, and of the land they cover, has been 
increased from the sum of $100,000 provided by its founder, to 
$257,852.84, estimated at actual cost. 

The amount expended during the year 1860 in the purchase of 
books, has been $13,328.16. Exclusive of pamphlets, about 6,000 
volumes have been added to the library, about 460 of which were 
presented. The residue were principally purchased in Europe, by 
Dr. Cogswell, the Superintendent, Many of them were costly, on 
account either of their size or numerous plates — ^particularly 
works on art and natural history. Attention has been given to 
filling up such deficiencies as had been found to exist in the more 
recent productions of the press. 
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The transactions of learned societies at home and abroad, pub- 
lic documents of the diflFerent States of Europe and of America, 
with the scientific and literary periodicals, have been brought 
down, as nearly as practicable to the close of the year ; so that 
freshness, in every respect, is now a marked feature of the col- 
lection. 

A knowledge of the library and of its"^ importance to persons 
of every class, as well those devoted to practical industry as to 
learning, is fast extending. A wider interest in it is plainly mani- 
fested ; a greater number of books are presented to it ; a greater 
number of readers use it ; and a much greater number of visitors 
.come to learn what it really is. Its value as a practical working 
library is now more clearly and fully ascertained, and it is daily 
becoming mure adequate to supply the particular want which ex- 
isted in this metropolis. 

An interesting and accurate account of the tfumber of readers 
ih'the several months of the year, (excepting August, when the 
iibr&,ry is necessarily closed for the purpose of cleaning,) and of 
the particular description of the books consulted, will be found 
in the condensed tabular statement marked A, furnished herewith. 
It is useful in indicating the prevailing taste of the public, and 
of the ability of the library to supply its wants. 

The total number of volumes consulted during the year has 
been 59,516 ; of which 33,983 were in the department of letters, 
and 25,533 in that of science. The table shows the subdivisions 
toost numerously resorted to. 
' The volumes consulted in the department of letters, were in 

British literature 9,942 

American do 1 2,489 

Classical do 2,344 

Italian do 1,953 

French do 1,63() 

Cterman do 1,098 

American history 3,481 

iiritish do 2,649 

French do 1,030 

Archseology, &c 1,733 

Philology 1,454 

Orientalia 1,032 

Voyages and travels .. 1^019 
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In the department of science, in 

Theology 3,548 

Jurisprudence 3,257 

Medicine and surgery 2,742 

Natural history 2,052 

Chemistry and Physics 1,326 

Painting 1,245 

Patents and inventions 1,147 

Commerce 1,052 

exclusive of the numerous subdivisions in which less than 1,000 
volumes in each were consulted, embracing metaphysics, mathe- 
matics, architecture, geography, music, mechanics, bibliography, 
agriculture, astronomy, heraldry, magic, &c., &c., and not includ- 
ing 4,650 volumes of encylopedias. 

The fourth and last volume of the catalogue, the printing of 
which was necessarily suspended during the absence of the Super- 
intendent in Europe, and the large additions to the library made 
since his return, is now resumed, and will soon be completed. 

The total amount expended by the Trustees for books, up to 
the 31st of December last, has been $179,076.59, exclusive of the 
sum of $4,448.14 for printing the catalogue, which will be 
reimbursed, in whole or in part, by sales of copies. 

The progress of the library may be estimated by the expendi- 
ture for books, since the act of incorporation, on the 18th of 
January, 1849. The library was first opened for public use, on 
the Ist of February, 1854, when the first of the two buildings 
now occupied was completed. 

The amount expended for books up to the 31st December, was: 

1849 $27,009 33 

1850 35,282 78 

1851 36,008 17 

1852 75,364 40 

1853 96,113 83 

1854 105,979 11 

1855 120,330 96 

1856 128,794 31 

1857 140,667 68 

1858 151,853 00 

1859 163,249 87 

1860 179,076 59 

This sum of $179,076.59 does not include the important dona- 
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tions made hj the British government in the republication of 
iBritiBh patents, bj Dr. Cogswell in the department of bibliogra- 
phy, hj several of the American States of public documents, and 
, of several thousand volumes presented by other liberal individu- 
als, the total pecuniary value of which amounts at least to twenty 
• thousand dollars. The library now contains in all, about 116,000 
.volumes. 

A list of the donations made during the year 1860, fully equal 
in value and importance to that of any preceding year, is hereto 
annexed, marked B. 

The receipts and expenditures of the year fully appear by the 
annual report of Daniel Lord, Esq., the treasurer, a copy of which 
is herewith furnished, marked C. 

Bespectfully submitted, by 

WM. B. ASTOR, President. 

Samuel B. Bvggles, Secretary. 

AsTOR Library, January 30th, 1861. 
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(B.) 

LIST OF DONATIONS TO THE ASTOR LIBRARY DURING 

THE YEAR 1860. 



Abbot Brothers. Reports of Practice. Cases determined in the 
Courts of the State of New York. Vols. 6-10. 1858-60. 

From the Aothok 
Wagner, P. Libellus Lectionnm Virgilianarnm. 

^ Prom G. C. Akthon^ 

Album des Literarlschen Vereins in Numberg fur 1865. 

Prom Geo. Arnold. 
Hamor, R, A True Discourse of the Present State of Virginia, 
(Reprint.) 

Prom C. GoRHAM Barney. 
T. P. Barton^s Library. 

Lucas, G. Recueil des D^bats des Assemblies Legislatives de la 

Prance sur la question de la peine de Mort. 8°. Paris, 1831. 

De Peyster, J. W. The Dutch Battle of the Baltic. 8^ Pough- 

keepsie, 1853. 
Livingstone, Ed. Rapport sur le Projet d'un Code P^nal, fait 
a PAssembl^e G^n^rale de PEtat de la Louisiane. 8^ Paris, 
1825. 
Extracts from the Information received by His Majesty's Com- 
missioners, as to the Administration and operation of the 
Poor Laws. 8^ London, 1833. 

Prom T. P. Barton. 
SarbicheflF, Capt. Travels into the Northwest part of Siberia. 
(In Russian.) 4to., and Atlas fol. St. Petersburg, 1802. 

Prom J; A. H. Bell. " 
Bodenhamer, W. A Practical Treatise on Congenital Malforma* 

tions. 8". New York, 1860. Prom the Author. 

Bohn, H. G^ The Origin and Progress of Printing. A Lecture. 
9^*4 Prom the Author. 
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Boncompagni, B. Delia vita e delle opere di Leonardo Pisano. 

4to. Roma, 18S2. 
«•— — Intorno alia risoluzione delta equazioni simultanee 



x^h SI y, x«— *> = x\ %\ Roma, 1855- 

— Intorno ad una proprieta dei numeric 8®' 



Cossali, P. D. P. Scritti inediti pubblicati da Baldctssare Bon* 

compagnu 4to» Roma, 1857. 
Leonardo Pisano. Opusculi, pubblicati da R Compagni. 8^ 

Firenze, 1856. 

Liber Abbaici, pubblicato da R Compagni. 4to. Roma, 

1867. 

Ristoro d^Arezzo% La Composizione del Mondo, pubblicato da 

Enrico NarduccL 8^ Roma, 185 9« 
Giordano da Rivalto^ B« Tre prediche Inedite, &c. 4to. Roma, 

1857. 

From R Compagni, of Rome. 
Tachi, J« C« Esquisse sur le Canada. 12mo. Parii^.1855. 

Catalogue Raisonn^e des Produits Canadiens exposes a 

Paris en 1855. 12mo. Paris* 

< Des Provinces de PAmerique du Nord et d*un Union 



F^derale, 12mo. Quebec, 1858. 
Hogan, J. & Essai sur le Canada. 8^ Montreal, 1855. 
Catalogue de la Collection envoyie du Canada a PExposition Uni- 

verselle de Paris, 1855. 12mo. Paris, 1855. 
Le Canada et PExposition Universelle de 1855. S\ Toronto^ 

1856. 

From H. Bossange. 
Botfield, R Memorials of the Families of De BoteviUe, Thjmei 

and Botfield. 4to. Westminster, 1858. 

From the Author. 
Botta, A. C. L. Handbook of Universal Literature* 12mo. 

New York, 1860. 

From the Authoress. 
Papers concerning the attack on Hatfield and Deerfield by a party 

of Indians from Canada, Sept. 19, 1677. 8\ New York, 

1859. 
Drake, J. R. and Halleck, F. G. The Croakers. 8^ New York, 

1860. 

From J. C. Brevoort. 
Pieces of a Broken-down Critic, picked up by himself. 4 v. 8^ 

Baden-Baden, 1858-59. From C. A. Bristeik 
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Annual Beport of the Normal, Orammar, and Common Schools 

in Upper Canada, for the year 1858. 8^ Toronto, 1869. 
Dawson, S. J. Beport cm the Exploration of the Country between 
Lake Superior and the Bed Biver Settlement. 4tow Toron* 
to, 1859. 
General Beport of the Commissioner of Public Works, for the 

year ending Dec. 31, 1859. 8\ Quebec, 1860. 
Hind, H. S. Beport on the Northwest Territory. 4to. Toron- 
to, 1859. 
Public Accounts for the ProYince of Canada for the year 1859. 

8^ Quebec, 1860. 
Beport of the Postmaster (Seneral, for the year ending 30 Sept.^ 

1859. *». Quebec, 1860. 
Beport of the Superintendent of Education for Lower Canada,ih 

for the year 1858. 8". Toronto, 1859. 
Tables of the Trade and Navigation of the Province of Canada^ 
for the year 1859. 8^ Quebec, 1860. 

From the Canadian Paruament. 
Chase, P. E. Sanscrit and English Analogies. 8\ London, I860- 

Prom the Author. 
The Centennial Memoorial. 

From C. A. Cmnton. ' 
Piano de la Ciudad de Chihuahua Capital del Estado del mismo 
nombre, 1860. 1 sheet. 

Prom 6* W. Colton. 
Guide to the Crystal Palace and its Park, Gardens and Galleries. 

12mo. Lofidon, 1854-60. 
The Pine Arts^ Courts in the Crystal Palace. Pirst and Second 
Series. 2 v. 12mo. Londcm,, 1860. 

Prom the Crystal Palacs. Company. 
The History of Ink. 12mo. New York. 

From Thaddeus Davids. 
Manual of the Corporation of the City of New York, for I860. 
By D. T. Valentine. 12ma. New York. 

Prom W. J. Davis. 
The Hesperian. Yols.2,a,4,and SL i>\ San Francisco, 1859-60. 

Prom Mrs. F. H. Day. 
Disdier, H. Concilliation Bationelle du Droit et du Devoir. 
2^ Ed., 2 V. 8\ G&ieve, 1859. 

From the Author. 
Cases^ with Opinions of Eminent Counsel. 2 v. 8^ London. 
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Watson, W. A Treatise on the Law of Partnership. 8*. Lon-. 

don, 1794. 
Blunt, Joseph. The Merchant's and Shipmaster's Assistant. 8". 
New York, 1822. 

From W. M. Dufour. 
Gifts of Genius : a Miscellany of Prose and Poetry, by American 

Authors. 12mo. New York, 1860. 
Baird, S. J. The Elohim Revealed in the Creation and Sedemp-, 

tion of Man. 8^ Philadelphia, 1860. 
Bell, A. N. A Kjttowledge of Living Things, with the Laws of 

their Existence. 12mo. New York, 1860. 
Bunting, T. P. The Life of Jabez Bunting, D. D. Vol, I. 12mo. 

New York, 1859. 
Diary of a Samaritan. By a Member of the Howard Association 

of New Orleans. 12mo. New York, 1860. 
History of the Progress of Education, &c. By Philobiblius. 

12mo. New York, 1860. 
Lamar, J. S. The Organon of Scripture. 12mo. Philadelphia, 

1860. 
Morgan, Bev. R. W. Christianity and Modern Infidelity. 12mo. 

New York, 1860. 
Smucker, S. M. History of the Pour Georges, Kings of England. 

12mo. New York, 1860. 
Strauss, P. The Glory of the House of Israel; or the Hebrew's 

Pilgrimage to the Holy City. 12mo. Philadelphia, 1859. 
Walker, Gen- W. . The War in Nicaragua. 12mo. Mobile, I860; 

From E. A. Duyckxnck. 
Dwight, B. W. Modern Philology. 2d Ed. 8\ New York, 1860. 

Prom the Author. 
Proceedings of the Elliott Society of Natural History of Charles- 
ton, S. C, 1853-58. Vol.L 

Prom the Elliott Society. 
Ammonius. Commentaria in Aristotelem. Aldus, 1503. 
Woo -King, or Pive Classical Works. 14 vols. 
Sze-Shoo. Moral Maxims, by Confucius. 6 vols. 
Bode, G. H. Orpheus Poetarum Graecorum Antiquissimus. 4to. 

Gottingae, 1824. 

Prom Wm. Emerson. . 

Ewbank, Thos. Thoughts on Matter and Pprce. 12mo. New 

York, 1858. 

From the Author. .. 
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Congressional Documents. 274 vols. 

Congressional Globe. 6 vols. 

New York State Documents. 10 vols. 

Hickey. Constitution of the United States. 8**. 

From the Hon. H. Fish. 
Forbes, D. Observations on the Origin and Progress of Chess. 

8**. London, 1855. 
Lambe, R. The History of Chess. London, 1765. 
Lewis, W. Chess Problems. London, 1827. 

Fifty Games at Chess. London, 1832. 

From D. W. Fiske. 
Gilman, D. C. A Historical Discourse, delivered in Norwich, 
Conn., Sept. 7, 1859. 2d Ed. 8°. Boston, 1859. 

From the Author. 
Wooley, C. Journal of a Residence in New York, 1679. 8*. 
New York, 1860. 

From W. Gowans. 
Central Park, Third Annual Report of the Board of Commission- 
ers, 1860. 8^ New York, 1860. 

From A. H. Green. 
Hall, Dr. W. W. Health and Disease. 3d Ed. New York, 1860. 

Consumption. 2d Ed. New York, 1860. 

— Bronchitis, and Kindred Diseases. 9th Ed. New York, 

1860. 
HalPs Journal of Health, 1854-59 6 v. 8^ New York, 1854-60. 

From Dr. W. W. Hall. 
Hayes, I. I. The Arctic Boat Journey in the Autumn of 1854. 

From the Author. 
Woman's Rights Pamphlets. 1850-60. 

From T. W. Higginson. 
Bell, John. Report on the Importance jlnd Economy of Sanitary 

Measures to Cities. 8^ New York, 1860. 
Blodget, L. Twenty-seventh Annual Report of the Philadelphia 
Board of Trade. 8". Philadelphia, 1860. 

From I. Smith Homans. 
Diario de Sessiones de la Convention del Estado de Buenos Aires. 
8^ Buenos Aires, 1860. 

From E. A. Hopkins. 
Forrest, James. Some account of the Origin and Progress of 
. Trinitarian Theology in the Second, Third, and succeeding 
Centuries. 8^ Meadville (Pa.), 1853. 
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Forrest, James. The same. 12mo. Boston, 1856. 

Gtenesis, Chapters I-IX, in Parallel columns. 8^ New York, 

1859. 
Huidekoper, F. The Belief of the first three Centuries Concern- 
ing Christ's Mission to the Underworld. 12mo. Boston, 1854. 

From F. Huidekoper. 
Geological Survey of Canada. B.eport of Progress for the years 
1857 and 1858. 2v. 8^ Montreal. 

From T. Steert Hunt. 
Ingraham, Rev. J. H. The Prince of the House of David. 

From the Author. 
Transactions of the New York State Agricultural Society for 
1859. 8^ Albany, 1860. 

From B. P. Johnson, Secretary. 
Syllacius, Nic. De Insulis Nuper Inventis. Fol. New York, 
1859. 

From James Lenox. 
Lord, E. The Plenary Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures. 
12mo. New York, 1858. 

Inspiration not Guidance nor Intuition. Second Series. 

12mo. New York, 1858. 

The Prophetic Office of Christ. 12mo. New York, 1859. 

From £. Lord. 

Assessment Laws of the City of New York. 8". New York, 1 859. 

BelPs Sanitary Report. New York, 1860. 

Chief Engineer's Report. 1859. 

City Inspector's Report. 1859. 

Corporation Ordinances. New York. Revised, 1859. 

Laws of the New York Fire Department, 1812-1860. 

Opinions of the Counsels to the Corporation. From 1849 to 1860. 

Third National Quarantine and Sanitary Convention. New York. 
1859. 

From C. T. McClenachan. 

Lees, F. R. An Argument for the Legislative Prohibition of the 
Liquor Traffic. 12mo. London, 1857. 

Meliora. A Quarterly Review of Social Science in its Ethical, 
Economical, Political and Ameliorative Aspects. 8^ Lon- 
don, 1859. 

From the ^^ Manchester Free Library.'' 

Catalogue of the Massachusetts Historical Society. A-Z. 2 v. 
8^ Boston, 1860. 
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Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society. 1858-60. 
8^ Boston, 1860. 

Prom the Mass. Hist. Society. 
Milburn, W. H. Pioneers, Preachers and People of the Missis- 
sippi Valley. 12mo. New York, 1860. 

Prom the Author. 
Riel, Dr. A Monograph upon Aconite. Trans, by H. B. Millard. 
8^ New York, 1860. 

Prom H. B. Millard. 
Proceedings of the Board of Supervisors for the year 1859. 

Prom the Board of Supervisors. 
Siddons, J. H. Norton's Handbook to Europe. 12mo. New 

York, 1860. 

Prom C. B. Norton. 

Norton, C. E. The New Life of Dante. An Essay. 

Prom the Author. 
The Young Men's Magazine. Vols. 1, 2. 

Darwin, C. On the Origin of Species by means of Natural Se- 
lection. 

Prom P. H. Norton. 
Oscanyan, C. The Sultan and his People. 12mo. New York, 
1857. 

Prom the Author. 
Owen, R. D. Pootfalls on the Boundary of another World. 

Prom the Author. 
Paine, Hon. E. Reports of Cases argued and determined in the 
Circuit Court of the United States. Vol. II. New York, 

1856. 

Prom Horatio Paine. 

Paine, Martyn. A Review of Theoretical Geology. 

Prom the Author. 

Steele, R. The Lover and Reader, ifec. 12mo. London, 1789. 

Prom Robert C. Pell. 

Rosengarten, A. Architecktur-Bilder aus Paris und London. 8®. 

Hamburg, 1860. 

Prom Perthes-Besser & Mauke. 

Abul-Kasim Mahomud Bin 'Omar Al-MufassaL Opus de Re 

Grammatica Arabicum. Ed. J. P. Broch. 8°. Christianiae, 

1859. 

Bjerknes, C. A. Tiber die Geometrische Reprasentation. Herausg. 

von Dr. 0. J. Broch. 4to. Christiania, 1859. *• 

[Assembly, No. 11.] 2 
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Karlamagnus, Saga ok Kappa Hans. Udgivet of C. R. Unger. 

I. 8^ Christiania, 1859. 
Personalier oploeste ved Hans Majestat Kong Oscar den I". 
Begravelse i Ridderholmskirken den 8^« Aug. 1859. 8^ 
Christiania, 1859. 
Tale, Cantate ved det Norske Universitets Mindefest for Kong 
Oscar. 8**. Christiania, 1859. 

Prom Justus Perthes. 
Catalogue of the Pathological Cabinet of the New York Hospi- 
tal, classified and arranged by Robert Ray. 

From R. Ray. 
Rhode Island Colonial Records. 1741-1756. Vol. 5. 

Prom the State of Rhode Island. 
Iryingiana. A Memorial of Washington Irving. 4to. 

Prom C. B. Richardson. 
Ruggles, S. B. Writings and Speeches. Republished with Sup- 
plementary notes. 8°. New York, 1860. 

Prom the Author. 
Scranton, Rev. E. Memorial of the Scranton Pamily. 8"*. Hart- 
ford, 1855. 

Prom the Compiler. 
Smithsonian Contributions to Kjiowledge. Vol. XI. 
Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian In- 
stitution. 1859. 
Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections. Catalogue of Publica- 
tions of Societies. 8^ Washington, 1859. 

Prom the Smithsonian Institution. 
Catalogue of the Pennsylvania State Library. 8®. Harrisburg. 

Prom B. P. Stevens. 
Alexander, J. Manual of Devotion for Soldier and Sailor. 12mo. 
Philadelphia, 1847. 

Prom R. L. Stuart. 
Marsand, A. I Manoscritti Italiani della Regia Bibliotheca Pari- 
gina. 2 v. 8^ Paris, 1835-38. 

Prom the Baron de Trobriand. 
Catalogue of the Library of the Troy Young Men^s Association. 
8^ Troy, 1859. 

Prom the Troy Association. 
Ceremonies, etc., New York State Inebriate Asylum, Binghamton, 
New York. 8^ New York, 1859. 

Prom J. Edw. Turner, Cor. Sec. 
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Report on a Railroad to the Pacific. Vol. XI. 

From the Department of State. 
Statistical Report on the Sickness and Mortality in the Army of 
the United States, from Jan., 1855, to Jan., 1860. 4to. 
Washington, 1860. 

Prom the Surgeon General, U. S. A. 
Vincent's Semi- Annual United States Register. Vol. I. 1860. 

Prom the Author. 
Constitution and Laws of the Philadelphia iSociety for the Estab- 
lishment and Subject of Charity Schools, 1801. 8"*. Phila. 
1860. 
Hayti and the Mulatto. 8^ Phila., 1860. 

Memorial of the Dedication of Monuments erected by the Mora- 
vian Hist. Soc. 
Ruschenberger, W. S. W. A notice of the Academy of Natural 
Sciences of Philadelphia. 2d ed. 8°. Phila., 1860. 

From TowNSEND Ward. 
Warren, Jno. C. Description of a Skeleton of the Mastodon Gi- 
ganteus of North America. 2d ed. 4to. Boston, 1855. 

From J. Mason Warren. 
Supplement to the Catalogue of the U. S. Military Academy, 
West Point, N. Y. 1853-59. 

From the Librarian. 
Proceedings and Debates of the Third National Quarantine Con- 
vention, held in New York city, April, 1859. 8**. New 
York, 1859. 

From P. M. Wetmore. 
Report and Collections of the Wisconsin State Historical Society, 
for the years 1857 and 1858. Vol. IV. 8^ Madison, 1859. 

From the Wisconsin Hist. Soc. 



REPORT OF THE TREASURER OP THE TRUSTEES OP 
THE ASTOR LIBRARY, FOR THE YEAR 1860. 

Dr. 
To original endowment : 

Fund for the building, $75,000 00 

Books, 120,000 00 

Site and maintaining, 205,000 00 

$400,000 00 

Increase. 

Premiums on stocks, $4,412 93 

Interest surplus to 1859, inclusive, 46,724 97 

Dr. J. G. Cogswell, gift of books, 1,029 90 

W. B. Astor, Esq., cash and books, 39,958 15 

W. B. Astor, Esq., site and building,. 156,041 85 

248,167 80 

Dr. J. G. Cogswell, due him on purchases, 3,504 91 

Interest for the year 1860, $13,292 26 

Expenses for the same year, 8,195 15 

5,097 11 

$656,769 82 

Cr. 

By real estate, $257,852 84 

Equipment, furniture, &c., 24,974 24 

Books in Library, 179,076 59 

Catalogue, 4,448 14 

Bonds and mortgages, 190,000 00 

Cash in National Bank, 418 01 



$656,769 82 



